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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship (Starting 9/8/19):   10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 



From Pastor Brad... 
 

A Friend like No Other  
 

 
 

One of the many childhood memories of my 
mother was her love of flowers. The outside 
of our house was always ringed with all 
kinds of flowers.  One particular flower bed 
that always caught my eye was a bed of 
peonies – flowers with tall stems topped 
with big round buds that would eventually 
burst into large blossoms.  
 
Something very curious always happened 
when the peonies were in their bud stage – 
ants would find their way up those tall stems 
and then crawl all over their round buds with 
great delight. I remember being captivated 
by the ants; it always looked like they were 
at an ant amusement park enjoying the 
peonies buds ride.  
 

Recently I came upon this explanation of 
ants and peonies on a gardening website: 
 

Ants are attracted to the sweet resin 
exuded on the flower buds, but it's a 
long-standing, popular myth that they 
help the buds open. They would open 
regardless of the ants' presence (these 
are the same ants that are attracted to 
the food at the average picnic).  

 

Ants on the peonies are like some friends 
we have in life. We may think they care 
about us and want to be with us, but in fact, 
they really only want something from us.  
We describe these kinds of friends as 
“takers and not givers.” After a while, a 

“taker friend” will cause us to check the 
caller ID on our phone or even slip around a 
corner when we see them coming. 
 

But if we put that image of friendship down 
alongside the relationship we might develop 
with a loving parent, we will end up with a 
very different perspective on friendship. In 
my case, this different kind of friend would 
be my dad. Of course as with any parent-
child relationship, my friendship with my dad 
was formed by him being a giver and me 
being a taker. Yet, after many years of this 
one-sided relationship in which he gave of 
himself to me, a strange thing happened. As 
he became elderly, I found myself simply 
loving to help him with the things he was no 
longer able to do. I desired to honor him 
with my love because he was a giver to me 
– and it wasn’t a chore, but a joy. 
 

My transition from being a taker, to a giver, 
was actually created by my dad’s unselfish 
love for me. Helping my dad became a joy 
because his love had shaped my heart into 
a willing instrument of loving service to him.  
And in the same way, God, by sending us 
Jesus Christ, has shaped our hearts by His 
unselfish love for us.  He has shaped our 
hearts not only to love Him but to love 
others too, unselfishly.  This is what Jesus 
taught us in John 15:12 when He said, “This 
is My commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you.”  

 

By His loving friendship to us, seen so 
clearly in His coming to our world and 
suffering on the cross in our place, Jesus 
has changed a word like “commandment” 
into a joyful “opportunity” to share the love 
He has given us with others.  His loving and 
giving friendship to us has released us from 
our selfish love into the freedom of giving 
love to others – unselfishly.  By His 
friendship to us, Jesus has reshaped our 
hearts from being only takers to becoming 
givers.  This transformation can only 
happen to us when, as Jesus instructed, we 
“abide” in His love (John 15:9).  This change 
takes place because He is a “Friend like no 
other.”  So, be the ant, but also be free to be 
the flower!  And to God be the glory. 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
August 13, 2019 
 

President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran 
Church Council on August 13, 2019, at 6:02 P.M. in the chapel. She read our church’s 
mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the 
Bible as God’s truth, worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray 
for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Also present were council members Duane Haiby, Kim Pederson, Rachel Ronnevik, 
Phyllis Rossow, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer 
Lucy Stadum. Council members Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, and Cheryl Rotz were 
absent. 

Pastor Brad led devotions, based on Psalm 31:1-5, and prayer. 

The agenda was approved on vote following Rossow’s motion and Haiby’s second. 

Pederson made a motion to approve the minutes of the July meeting with one 
correction; Ronnevik seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 

The July treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Haiby’s motion and Schaible’s 
second. As of July 31, 2019, the General Fund balance was $13,023.48, the Major 
Maintenance Fund balance remained $11,841.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance 
remained $30,385.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was 
$1,672.20. July’s mission of the month, the Tony and Vanessa Smude family, received 
$879.25. Stadum noted that the Seating Fund balance was $30,924.25. 

Pederson reported that the total bill for our church’s new seating from Sauder Worship 
will be $40,631.26 and that the seating fabric will be dark blue. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included attending a RedHawks game with 
PRAY and The Foundry youth groups, the Christ Hike at Inspiration Point with The 
Foundry, Sing Along with Aimee, and Grace Vacation Bible School (VBS); conducting a 
memorial service, a committal service, and communion worship at Riverfront on Main 
and the Pelican Valley Nursing Home in Pelican Rapids; meetings regarding VBS, with 
The Foundry and the Grace Council as well as a premarital meeting; Grace Stephen 
Ministry peer supervision; numerous visitations; and two vacation days. He reported that 
the fall schedule begins September 8 with 9 A.M. Sunday School, Confirmation class, 
and adult Bible study; 10 A.M. worship with Sunday School students singing; and 11 A.M. 
all-church picnic with Group 1 serving. Wednesday morning Bible study resumes at 8 
A.M. on September 11. Our congregation’s annual chicken dinner is scheduled for 
October 26 from 4:30 till 7 P.M., and New Member Sunday will be October 27 followed 
by a potluck dinner. 

Old business: 
As the council continues to explore evangelism and mission outreach, Ronnevik asked 
Judy Suiter by speaker phone to share her thoughts about including younger families in 
our congregation’s activities, in particular inviting parents who drop off their children for 



Sunday school. Discussion followed about finding space to establish a coffee bar in the 
chapel or narthex and inviting parents and others to chat and enjoy beverages while 
they wait for their children. Noting that Rally Sunday would be an ideal time to launch 
this idea, the matter was tabled after extensive discussion. 

Pederson reminded the council about our church’s updated website and encouraged 
everyone to check it out at www.gracechurchoferhard.org. Pederson stated that the web 
designer probably had at least $1,500 worth of work invested in the update and that she 
would continue to maintain the website. Following discussion Rossow moved to offer 
Brenda Scott $1,000 for her work on our website from the Major Maintenance Fund. 
Pederson seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 

New business: 
Pederson noted that Simply Giving, our church’s automatic giving vehicle, now is 
administered by Vanco; Thrivent no longer is involved, and Simply Giving no longer is a 
viable provider for this service. Because so many people now operate largely without 
cash, and many other churches offer online giving, Pederson had researched other 
providers and recommended Tithe.ly. Web designer Brenda Scott could add a “Donate” 
option on our church’s website, enabling anyone to make donations via debit or credit 
card. A mobile application also is available, allowing people to use their phones to 
donate to our church. No up-front fees are associated with Tithe.ly but, similar to Simply 
Giving, there is a credit/debit card fee of 2.9% plus 30 cents per transaction. For 
example, a $100 donation would result in a $96.80 donation, or the donator could 
decide to cover the fees with a $103.30 donation. An ACH/bank account donation would 
cost the donor 1% plus 30 cents per transaction. People who currently use Simply 
Giving can continue to do so but will be encouraged to switch to this more flexible 
option. Consensus was to offer the Tithe.ly donation option. Pederson indicated that, 
after setup work is completed, Tithe.ly should be available in four to six weeks, followed 
by communication to the congregation and the council. 

Council members discussed last month’s concert, which was very well attended. 
Discussion centered around having people in place to unlock and lock doors, introduce 
the performers, initiate the offering, usher, operate the sound room if needed, and 
perform other duties in connection with this mission. It was noted that the Concert 
Committee is very small and can’t be expected to fill all the necessary roles for every 
concert. Ripley volunteered to discuss the situation with the committee chair. 

Haiby moved to designate Leigha Moen as Mission of the Month for August. Ronnevik 
seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. Leigha is a toddler from Rothsay who is 
struggling with serious medical issues. Grace’s Vacation Bible School is mission of the 
month for August. 

Rossow moved to adjourn; Haiby seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this 
meeting closed at 7:20 P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. 
on Tuesday, September 10, 2019, in the chapel. 

As usher for August, Rossow provided refreshments. 

Phyllis Rossow, Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
July 31, 2019 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, July 1, 2019                                                      $ 16,435.11 

July Receipts                                                                    $   9,385.15 

July Disbursements                                                     ($ 12,796.78) 

Balance July 31, 2019                                                  $ 13,023.48   
  

Average Attendance (4 services)                                        105 
  

Mission Receipt - Tony & Vanessa Smude           $879.25 

Wednesday Concert – The Benson Family        $1,165.25 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, July 1, 2019                                                     $30,385.00 

July Receipts                             $         0.00 

July Disbursements                                                        ($          .00) 

Balance, July 31, 2019                                                  $30,385.00 
  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, July 1, 2019                                                     $11,841.14 

July Receipts                                                                   $          0.00 

July Disbursements                                                       ($           .00) 

Balance, July 31, 2019                                                  $11,841.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, July 1, 2019                                                       $1,453.95 

July Receipts                                                                     $2,044.50 

July Disbursements                                                        ($1,826.25) 

Balance, July 31, 2019                                                     $1,672.20 
  

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
Grace Lutheran Women met on August 15, 2019. Welcome and 
Table Prayer.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, Pew Sisters 
 

We started our meeting by reading Philippians 4:13 on page 4 of 
our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and 
placed on file.  
  

Old Business: 
• Bazaar tickets are $1.00.  Tickets are on the back table to sell. 
• Small black tables will be ordered.  Motion by Sheila, 2nd by 

Pat T. 
New Business: 
• Thank you to Group II for serving the Viola Larson funeral. Our 

sympathies go out to the family. 
• The Bazaar is September 28 from 9 to 1.  Group II is in charge 

of the kitchen. 
• Rally Day is September 8 and Group I is in charge of the 

kitchen. 
• Chicken Dinner is October 26.   
• Wedding reception for Anna (Soenksen) and Simon Erlandson 

is October 13. 
• Pastor Appreciation Day and the 30th Anniversary of Pr. Brad’s 

ordination is October 20. 
• New Member Sunday is October 27. 
• Thank you to Margaret Barringer for the Bazaar quilt and to 

Ardis Jorgenson for the finishing touches. 
• Discussion of having only desserts on plates for concerts and it 

didn’t go over.  It stays the same. 
Thank you to Pat and Ardis  for the great brunch.  Volunteers for 
September are Diane K. and Faye. 
 

Birthdays and Birthday song, offering and offering song.  Next 
meeting is September 19, 2019 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer  
 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

Announcing Our New Church Website!  
 

We are excited to announce the release of our new church website! 

Here visitors, as well as church members, will be able to find 

information about our ministries, what we believe, fellowship 

opportunities, and stay up to date with current church events.  We 

plan to add additional functionality to the site, such as sermon 

videos and on-line giving options.  
 

The website domain name, gracechurchoferhard.org, will stay the 

same, but it will have a fresh new look and functionality.  This new 

site is a visible expression of our commitment to reach out to love, 

pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. More and more 

people in our community are online and making connections with 

those around us with a vibrant website helps us reach people with 

the gospel. 
 

-Kim Pederson 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with Vacation Bible 
School.  To everyone who donated funds and food, to Dave 
and Jeanette Ripley for hosting the IPoint Counselors, to 
all the great kitchen help who kept the kids fed well, and 
to Pastor Brad for being a great role model to all and being 
“one of the cool kids,” your generosity does not go 
unappreciated or unnoticed! 
     God Bless, 
     The VBS Committee 
  

September Mission of the Month 

Leigha Moen of Rothsay 
On Monday, July 8th 2019, she was diagnosed with a cancer 
called Rhabdomyosarcoma (RMS), after discovering a mass. 
This is a type of sarcoma made up of cells that normally 
develop into skeletal (voluntary) muscles. These are muscles 
that we control to move parts of our body. During other tests 
they also discovered a cancerous mass on her leg which 
now puts Leigha in Stage 4.  
 
Moving forward, she will be having weekly treatments. Some 
treatments will require her to stay in the hospital for 5 days.  
Her treatment plan at this time is going to be for a year and a 
half and hopefully by that time she will be in remission. Time 
will tell 

Brad and I would like to thank you all so very much for the 

beautiful flowers from the church congregation, the GLW and 

others.  Also, thank you to all who sent caring cards, and 

gracious messages, thoughts and so many prayers.  We will 

never forget the kindness our church family has shown us as 

we grieve the loss of my father, David Mittelsted.  Thank 

you for honoring him in such a heart-felt manner. 

 

   Peace and May God Bless You, 

   Marty Soenksen 



      September Birthdays! 
1 Virginia Stangeland 
2 Brian Fresonke 
   Ryan Metzger 
   Alisa Grunewald 
4 Mason Mann 
 Bria Peterson 
5 Linda Wright 
6 Cheryl Melkert 
7     Daren Tollefson 
8 Helen Sundblad 
 Brody Peterson 
 Ray Weiss 
9     Calli Thorson 
10 Albert Boese 
 Christopher Haugen 
 Jim Pederson 
 Austin Stoll 
 Christopher Bigelow 
11     Michelle Hartigan 
12    Herman Hafner 
 Dalton Stenger 
 Seth Martin 
13 Rick Teberg 
        Sarah Bigelow 
14 LeRoy Ouren 
 Dacia Johnson 
16 Gary Honrud 
 Myrna Skunberg 
 Robyn Hoeper 
17 Alana Pettit 
21 Jerry Ouren 
 Gene Nygaard 
22 Bruce Walker 
 Ruby Milbeck 
23   John Thorson 
24   Staci Haiby 
25 Susan Hafner 
 April Monson 
 Shannon Scheer 
 Steve Sundblad 
 Lisa Milbeck 
 Andrew Price 
 Carter Grunewald 
27 Jason Grunewald 
 Pat Cardwell  
28 William Thompson 
29 Maggie Melkert 
30 Brianna Mostue 
 Dean Nelson 

 

 

Women of all ages are invited to a twice 

monthly women’s Bible study beginning Tues-

day, October 1.  We will meet the first and third 

Tuesday evenings each month from 6:30 – 8:00 

p.m. at Rachel Ronnevik’s home (13855 

280
th

 Street, Fergus Falls) which is located mid-

way between Fergus Falls and Erhard, just west 

of Carlisle.  There is no homework or perfect 

a2endance required—just a desire to meet 

with other women to read and study God’s 

word and fellowship together.  Come and see!  

 

October Gazette Deadline 

September 24th! 

Rally Sunday 

The Grace Lutheran Sunday School,  

Confirmation Class,  and Adult  

Bible Study will kick off their new year on 

Sept 8th! 

 

Please join us for Rally Sunday  

with Worship at 10:00 A.M. 

Picnic immediately following worship 

Everyone invited! 

Pr. Brad and Marty  

cordially invite the  

congregation  

to a wedding reception  

in honor of their daughter, 

Anna & her husband  

Simon Erlandson 

following 10 a.m. Worship  

Sunday, October 13th  

The Grace Fellowship Hall 

The family will provide  

sandwiches and cake~ 

Other food items are welcome 

 

The couple is registered at Target 

and on Amazon.com 



OWN A PIECE OF OUR HISTORY 

Is there anything more reassuring than a church pew? Simple. Humble. Sturdy. Two rough-hewn 
planks fastened with a handful of nails or glue. Paul Willett said, “occasionally padded, often not; 

not comfortable, exactly, but comforting. …. a simple reminder that we follow a humble, crucified 
carpenter.” Families have worshiped on Grace Lutheran’s pews before we were born, pondering 
their failings and begging for grace.  

If you are interested in owning a piece of our history, we have 
good news. Our new pews will be installed in November, and we 
are selling our existing pews.  Repurposed pews make a great 
addition to a porch, entryway, dining table, or just about anywhere 
you need seating.  

 

Solid wood pews are available for 
$100 and wood pews with  cushions 
are $50.  Funds from the sale will be 
used to offset costs of the new seat-
ing. To get on the list contact Kim 
Pederson at 218-770-6401 or by 
email at vikings12009@hotmail.com. 

Grace welcomes new members Roger and Judy Michaelson.  The Michaelson’s built a new 

home south of Vergas, Minnesota, which is a perfect location to enjoy their hobbies! Both 

enjoy deer and turkey hunting, and Roger especially enjoys pheasant hunting.  When they 

aren’t hunting Roger makes time for woodworking and Judy enjoys gardening and baking. 

 

The Michaelson’s have three children and eight grandchildren, and love spending time as a 

family.  Favorite foods include thin crust pizza and seafood.  

 

Roger and Judy joined Grace Lutheran Church because of Pastor Brad’s sermons which are 

Bible based.  They enjoy our worship services and music program, along with all the friendly 

people who call Grace their church home.  

Grace welcomes the LaVigne family! 
  
Jeff and Beth LaVigne grew up in Barnesville, Minnesota, and now make their home west 
of Pelican Rapids.  Keeping them busy are their four children.  Cody is 7, Evie is 5, Tom is 
3, and Whitmen is 1.  
  
When they have time for hobbies, Jeff enjoys woodworking, especially with his sawmill.  He 
and the boys like hunting and fishing. Beth enjoys her garden and yard, baking, and sewing 
when time allows. 
  
With all those mouths to feed it’s a good thing they aren’t picky eaters.  Evie is a pretty 
big fan of macaroni and cheese, and all the kids have a sweet tooth.  Beth admits sweets 
are one of her favorites, too.  
  
The LaVigne’s chose Grace after visiting a number of different churches and decided that 
Grace felt like home.  We are delighted they decided to stay. 

New Member Spotlight 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

9:00 a.m.: Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by coffee 
fellowship

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:  Foundry 
meets                           7:00 p.m.:  
Choir Practice

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study    
10:00 a.m.:  Worship with kids 
singing followed by GLC PICNIC                     

Rally Day!

6:00 p.m.:  Grace Council 
Meets

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship                 

7:00 p.m.:  Paul & Kara Fladland Concert

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study    
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship            
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:  Foundry 
meets   7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                

9:00 a.m.:  GLW Meets

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study    
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship               
7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                Annual GLW Bazaar 

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study    
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship

6 7
NOTES

September 2019


