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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
 

Sunday Worship (Starting 9/10/17):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pastor Brad... 
 
 
Resolutions 
 

 
 

Well it happened again, another year has 
slipped by.  As we make the transition to 
2018, we might find ourselves engaging in a 
popular exercise – the New Year’s 
Resolution.  A dictionary definition of a “New 
Year’s Resolution” goes something like this,  
 

A commitment to a project, the 
reforming of a habit, or a lifestyle 
change that is advantageous.  

 
I don’t know about you, but that definition 
has some very difficult words in it – 
commitment, reforming, and change.  It’s no 
wonder that a common reaction to New 
Year’s Resolutions goes something like, 
“Oh, I don’t make resolutions anymore; they 
never seem to work out anyway.”  Yet, we 
can’t seem to help ourselves when a new 
year comes; we find ourselves doing it all 
over again.  
 
Some recent studies aimed at helping us 
keep our resolutions have found that we are 
more likely to succeed if big goals are 
broken into smaller specific ones.  For 
example, a goal of losing a pound a week is 
better than saying, "I’m going to lose a lot of 
weight.”  When we come to spiritual goals 
the same is true.  Rather than saying, “I’m 
going to be more Christ-like in my attitudes,” 
the Apostle Paul says,  
 

Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above,  

 
 
where Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God.  Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things.  For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God.  (Colossians 3:1-3, NIV) 

 
Two good goals present themselves to us 
here: 1) set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, and, 2) set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things.   
 
Now considering that we often make 
unrealistic resolutions to be something that 
we are not, Paul, with a breath of fresh air, 
bases these goals on a foundation of who 
we already are – who we are because of 
what Christ has done for us.  Notice how 
Paul prefaces the two goals with the 
statement, Since, then, you have been 
raised with Christ...  This brings a significant 
change to our thinking about spiritual 
resolutions and goals, for these goals are 
built upon something that has already been 
accomplished for us. 
 
This would be like rewording the common 
New Year’s Resolution to lose weight to 
read something like, Since you are already 
at your ideal weight, keep on eating healthy 
things.  Wow! I like that kind of resolution, 
and who wouldn’t, it’s a resolution built upon 
a condition that has already been met!  This 
in fact is the beauty of the Gospel – the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  By His cross 
and resurrection, Christ has accomplished 
for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves – 
He has made us into His image by 
cleansing us of our sins and making us alive 
for eternity.  Based on this, He calls us to 
keep on living in Him. 
 
So, as we greet this new year, and as you 
think about the challenge of something you 
want to do for self-improvement, take a 
moment and thank God for the beauty of the 
Gospel.  In Christ, God is happy with you 
just as you are in Christ – In Him you are 
perfect.  You are forgiven and alive, so keep 
on living in Him.  Happy 2018! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
December 5, 2017 
 
Vice President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on 
December 5, 2017, at 7:06 P.M. in the chapel. 

Also present were council members Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson (via Skype), Rachel Ronnevik, 
Phyllis Rossow, and John Wright, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council 
member Joe Gerold was absent. 

Pastor Brad led in devotions and prayer. 

Following Ronnevik’s motion and Rossow’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Klitzke moved to approve the secretary’s report, with two date corrections. Nelson seconded this motion, which 
carried on vote. 

The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Klitzke’s motion and Wright’s second. As of November 30, the 
General Fund balance was $9,391.00, the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was $2,927.20, the 
Building Expansion Fund balance was $13,115.00, and the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained at 
$10,776.91. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included meetings with the church council, The Foundry youth group, 
and the Grace Stephen Ministry group; a pastoral meeting; Wednesday morning Bible studies and Prayer 
Group; attending choir practice; teaching the I Point Check Point program at rural Clitherall; numerous 
visitations; funeral planning and conducting a funeral service and committal; and one vacation day. 

Old business: 
Klitzke presented the job description for the Facility Support position, which he had developed in consultation 
with the Property and Maintenance Committee. Following discussion, the snow removal section was deleted 
from the Facility Support job description; and the Property and Maintenance Committee is to communicate that 
all snow removal is to be the accountability of the person already hired to remove snow. Consensus then was 
to approve the Facility Support position description. Rossow will update the Property and Maintenance 
Committee Description to reflect this new position. 

Following its review, Nelson moved to approve the proposed budget for 2018. Pederson seconded this motion, 
and it carried on vote. Two weeks before the annual meeting copies of the proposed 2018 budget will be 
mailed to all members of the congregation for their consideration. 

New business: 
The congregational annual meeting was scheduled for Sunday, January 28. 

At a meeting with Allen Westby, who is with Fellowship of Christian Athletes in Pelican Rapids, Pastor Brad 
learned that this organization is bringing in Jason Grey, a nationally known Christian musician and speaker, on 
March 24. To help offset the cost and keep ticket prices for this major event affordable for area youth, including 
youth from our church, the organization is asking for donations from local churches. Nelson made a motion to 
designate Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Pelican Rapids, as mission of the month for January. Wright 
seconded this motion, which carried on vote. Mission of the month for December is the Salvation Army. 

On December 13 at 4 P.M. the Sanctuary Seating Committee will meet with a vendor in the sanctuary. Other 
interested persons also are welcome to attend this information-gathering meeting. 

Rossow moved to adjourn, Klitzke seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 8 
P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer.   

Ripley provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for Tuesday, January 9, 2018, at 
7 P.M. in the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
November 30, 2017 

 
GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, November 1, 2017                               $14,201.15 

November Receipts                                             $10,507.00 

November Disbursements                              ($15,317.15) 

Balance November 30, 2017                               $9,391.00   

  

Average Attendance (5 services)                                  91 

  

Mission Receipts ~ “Grace Christmas Dinner”      $767.00 

Wednesday Concert~Greg Hagar                            $442.00 

  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, November 1, 2017                               $12,910.00 

November Receipts                                             $      205.00 

November Disbursements                                 ($          .00) 

Balance, November 30, 2017                            $13,115.00 

  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, November 1, 2017                               $10,776.91 

November Receipts                                             $           .00 

November Disbursements                                ($          .00) 

Balance, November 30, 2017                            $10,776.91 

  
CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, November 1, 2017                                 $2,359.70 

November Receipts                                               $1,209.00 

November Disbursements                                   ($  641.50) 

Balance, November 30, 2017                               $2,927.20 

 
Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
Decemeber 14, 2017 

 
We met and packed Christmas boxes and had a potluck lunch.  
We invited the men.  No meeting.  
 

Next meeting is January 18, 2018 
 

There will be quilting on January 8 &9 at 9:30 am. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

JANUARY LIBRARY CORNER  
 

Thank you to everyone who donated items to our GLC Library last 
year, and to all those who used our books and movies! We 
wouldn't exist without you. Thanks to you we have a great variety 
of items: books, movies, music, pamphlets, charts, and magazines. 
There are so many items that we now need to rotate what is on the 
shelves! Items removed are temporarily placed in storage and will 
reappear later.  (New paragraph) Our library is organized by the 
system librarian Melvil Dewey developed in 1876. His decimal 
based system is still used by American public and grammar 
schools. We will focus on materials from one major topic, or 
subtopics, each month. Watch for the changing display on the 
shelves. In January we will feature items on the Bible itself, God, 
and Jesus from the 200-239 Dewey subcategories. We have some 
wonderful choices to increase your Biblical knowledge and faith! 
(New line) Happy Reading and Viewing in 2018! 

PauletteHaddock~Grace Librarian 

JANUARY MISSION  

OF THE MONTH 
 Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 

Pelican Rapids 

 

 

GLW News! 

Grace Lutheran Women has a Facebook 

page!  You can find it on Facebook at Grace 

Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & 

Friends.  We will be posting notifications, 

updates and other fun stuff so be sure to 

check it out and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow” us!  The 

GLW also can be reached through our new 

email at gracelutheranwomen@gmail.com 
  

 

 



3 Bryce Bergren 

4 Brittney LaPoint  

5 Annette Weiss  

6 Lucus Norgren 

 Emily Haiby 

7 Sandy Sundblad 

      Ronnie Klovstad 

 Michael Metzger 

9  Lori Anderson 

 Sophie Ravenscraft 

10        Karen Nelson 

11 Nancy Longfors  

12 Carl Rocholl 

 Isla Dillon 

13 Steven Scheer  

 Justin Anderson  

14 Matthew Sundblad 

 Kalli Christianson 

 Cassidy Seiple  

15 Tina McKellips  

 Angie Spilde  

17 Arlinda Tollefson  

19 Bradley Winkels 

 Rebecca Meyering 

20 Mindy Peterson 

21 Matthew Wright 

 Nicole Thorson 

22 Molly Braman 

24  Rachel Ronnevik 

25 Tara Motz 

26 Elizabeth Bigelow 

27 Parker Sanchez 

 Wanda Norman 

 Dawson Westby 

February 2018 Gaze�e  

Deadline:  

January 25 

If you’ve been inadvertently missed on 

the birthday list, have a correction, or 

if you have a congratulation to share, 

please notify the church office at: 

(218)842-5205 or glclcmc@gmail.com 

 

Thank you to all who  
purchased poinsettias to be 

placed in the Sanctuary  
during the Christmas  

season.  They made our 
church look so festive! 

SIMPLY GIVING 

Thrivent for Lutherans offers SIMPLY GIVING, 
an automated giving program designed to help 
you conveniently and consistently contribute to 
your church. 

Your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your designated bank account 
or credit card.  You determine the frequency of 
your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly – the option is yours.  Your gift is depos-
ited into your church’s bank account on the 
same day it is withdrawn from your account – at 
no cost to you or your church. 

SIMPLY GIVING is a reliable, safe way to move 
your stewardship plan into action.  Because your 
gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play 
“catch up” at year-end or worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 

But you are not the only one that benefits.  Your 
congregation benefits from steady, more predict-
able revenues throughout the year, more effi-
cient bookkeeping and greater confidence in 

meeting its financial commitments. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this 
electronic giving program, contact Lucy Stadum, 
our church’s SIMPLY GIVING representative. 

Starting the first week in January, I will 

be working on the Annual Report that 

goes out to all members of the congre-

gation.  If you are on a committee 

and have a report that needs to be 

included, I will need that information 

by the 19th of January. 

Thank you,  

Rena 

The Truth Project 

EVERY Monday 

evening for  

6 weeks beginning 

January 8th  

at 6:30 pm 

All are welcome! 

The Foundry will pay the 

tui'on for this camp for all 

eligible High School Seniors.  

See Pastor Brad or Tommy 

by January 11th to register! 



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

   bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

   glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Tommy Olsen-Minister of Youth  (218)831-4342 

   tolsen90@gmail.com 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2017 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, Vice President (218)842-5301 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
John Wright   (218)842-5144 
Joe Gerold   (218)758-3867 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Revised 11/26/17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Amy Tollefson   (218)863-8764 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



January 2018 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

NO Bible Study  or Prayer Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm:  The Foundry meets  
for supper, worship and games 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

4 5 6 

7 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy  
Communion followed by Coffee   
Fellowship 

8 

 

 

6:30 pm: 
Truth Project 
Video series 

9 

 

 

7:00 pm:   
Council meets 

10 

8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  The Grace Concert Series  
Presents…. 

aChord Quartet 

11 12 13 

14 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

15 

 

 

6:30 pm: 
Truth Project 
Video series 

16 17 

8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm:  The Foundry meets  
for supper, worship and games 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

18 19 

8:30 am: 
Stephens Ministry 

20 

21 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

22 

 

 

6:30 pm: 
Truth Project 
Video series 

23 24 

8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 
7:00 pm:  High School bonus Round 
 

25 

 

 
5:45 pm: 
Staff mtg 

26 27 

28 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
ANNUAL MEETING and a potluck 
dinner 

29 

 

 

6:30 pm: 
Truth Project 
Video series 

30 31 

8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

   

Quilters meet at 9:30 am 

Quilters meet at 9:30 am 



 


