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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:    10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Adult Bible Study:   9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pastor Brad... 
 
Looking Back 
 

 
 

It was about this time some years ago, 
when I received a phone call from my 
older brother Phil. As we were wrapping 
up, he said, “Brad, I’ve been wanting to 
talk to you about something else. I’m 
going to lose my engineering job, and 
my training and experience are so 
narrow that I won’t be able to find any 
work in my field.” Although not spoken, 
the burden of supporting his family 
came through the phone loud and clear. 
Put against the background of a faltering 
economy, all I could do was offer him 
the prayer, “Lord have mercy.” 

 

The next day, I sat in my office trying to 
perform a mental juggling act between 
my task-list for the day and imagining 
what the future held for my only brother. 
My juggling act quickly came to an end 
as I became completely distracted by 
the question of what an uncertain future 
must look like from a present that seems 
to offer little hope. “Only God knows the 
future,” I told myself, “yet what hope is 
there in the present?” was the question 
that followed.   
 

I should have seen what was coming 
since God has done this to me so many 
times, but in eliminating my only options 
(the present and the future), I had 
arrived at His answer – the past.  Let me 
explain. First, if a look into to the future 
is unattainable and second, if we are 
struggling with the present, then all 
that’s left is the past. But my next 
question soon followed, “What value is 
there in the past? Aren’t we always told  

 
 
to never look back? But, in God’s 
kingdom, the past offers us a lot, if we 
look in the right place. 
 

The most important past we can look to 
for encouragement is God’s past – the 
visible record of God’s history with 
humans, the Bible. When we look here, 
we see a God who helps those who 
cannot help themselves – that’s after all, 
what we just celebrated at Christmas.  
As theologian Helmut Thielicke once 
remarked,  
 

Jesus Christ did not remain at base 
headquarters in heaven, receiving 
reports of the world’s suffering from 
below and shouting a few encouraging 
words to us from a safe distance. No, 
He left the headquarters and came 
down to us in the front-line trenches, 
right down to where we live, where we 
contend with our anxieties and the 
feeling of emptiness and futility, where 
we sin and suffer guilt, and where we 
must finally die. There is nothing that 
He did not endure with us. He 
understands everything. 

 

Because He has come down to us, we 
can be encouraged in any circumstance.  
His presence in the real world on our 
behalf is something of substance, 
something for the worrying mind to latch 
onto. And, as we follow the Bible’s 
narrative from the cradle to the cross, 
we also see quite clearly that our Lord 
has completely committed Himself to us! 
 

As you look back on 2018, look back a 
little further to God’s past faithfulness, 
and then take your first steps into 2019.  
With this faithful God at your side, you’re 
on solid ground. And by the way, Phil 
found an open door to work on his 
teaching degree – an opportunity to 
fulfill a life-long dream of teaching 
science from a Christian perspective. To 
God be the glory! May the peace of the 
faithful Christ rule our hearts in 2019! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
December 11, 2018 
 
President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council 
on December 11, 2018, at 6:05 P.M. in the chapel and read our church’s proposed mission statement, 
which will be discussed at our January annual meeting: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as 
God’s truth, worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve 
others in Christ’s name. 

All other council members were present including Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim 
Pederson, Cheryl Rotz, Rachel Ronnevik, Phyllis Rossow, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor 
Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. 

Pastor Brad provided devotions based on Luke 1 (the annunciation) and led the council in prayer. 

Following Klitzke’s motion and Nelson’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Pederson moved to approve the minutes of the November meeting, Haiby seconded this motion, and 
it carried on vote. 

The November treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Haiby’s motion and Rotz’s second. As of 
November 30, the General Fund checking account balance was ($799.22), the Major Maintenance 
Fund balance remained $11,756.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance remained $21,890.00, and 
the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was $4,929.86. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included leading Wednesday morning Bible studies and the 
Grace Prayer Team; meetings with the Pelican Rapids Ministerial group, Grace Lutheran Women, 
The Foundry youth group, a fellow pastor regarding the Pelican Rapids Area Youth (PRAY) group, the 
Grace Council, and with prospective members; attending the Grace Concert, Sunday School 
Christmas program practice, the PRAY ski event at Andes Tower Hills, and Augustana District 
Ambassador Training; conducting a funeral and worship at Riverfront and the Pelican Valley Nursing 
Home in Pelican Rapids; and numerous visitations. 

Old business: 
The council again discussed presenting a concise mission statement for consideration at our January 
annual meeting and how attendance affects our church’s budget. Suggestions included inviting a 
friend—or another member—to attend services and to pray that the Holy Spirit would draw people to 
attend. 

A thank you from Paulette Haddock for the new library computer was noted. 

The council further discussed and tweaked the 2019 budget. 

New business: 
After discussion, consensus was to defer until 2020 consideration of Robyn Hoeper’s mission trip to 
Haiti as mission of the month. Pederson moved to designate the Pelican Rapids Emergency Fund as 
mission of the month for January. Nelson seconded the motion, which passed on vote. December’s 
mission of the month is the Salvation Army. 

Our congregation’s annual meeting on January 27, 2019, will be followed by a potluck meal. 

Rotz moved to adjourn; Haiby seconded the motion, which carried on vote; and this meeting closed 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, 
January 8, 2019, in the chapel. 

Ripley provided refreshments. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
November 30, 2019 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, November 1, 2018                              $   4,306.73 

November Receipts                                             $   9,546.25 

November Disbursements                                ($14,670.20) 

Balance November 30, 2018                               $    799.22   
  

Average Attendance (4 services)                               111 
 

Mission Receipts -Community Dinner                   $922.00 

Wednesday Concert – Lee Brenna                         $505.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, November 1, 2018                               $21,890.00 

November Receipts               $           .00 

November Disbursements                                  ($         .00) 

Balance, November 30, 2018                             $21,890.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, November 1, 2018                               $11,756.14 

November Receipts                                            $             .00 

November Disbursements                                 ($          .00) 

Balance, November 30, 2018                            $11,756.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, November 1, 2018                                 $3,061.36 

November Receipts                                               $1,427.00 

November Disbursements                                  ($   441.50) 

Balance, November 30, 2018                               $4,047.10 
 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 
 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on December 13, 2018 at 10:00 
A.M.  We filled boxes for 13 people which were delivered that 
day. 
 

We had a short meeting which began  by reading Ephesians 
2.10 on page 4 of our booklets.  Secretary and was read and 
placed on file.  There was no Treasurer’s Report. 
 

Old Business: 
• We have co-chairpersons for our groups; Faye 

Thompson, Debbie Bergren and Bev Ouren for Group 
I.  Booklets have been redone and are ready to be 
given out. 

New Business: 
• Thank you to everyone who worked, served and 

donated for Christmas program dinner. 
• Father-Son Banquet-We need suggestions for the 

program and people willing to help. 
• Annual Meeting is January 27, 2019.  Group I serves. 

 

Birthday and Birthday song, offering and offering song. 
 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Next meeting is February 21, 2019. 
 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

 

 JANUARY LIBRARY CORNER 
  

To begin 2019, I’d like to THANK all those who 

used our Grace Lutheran Church Library and who 

donated books, movies, magazines, or cash in 2018.  

Thanks to your generosity, we now have over 700 items 

in our library! We don’t have enough room for all these 

wonderful donations, so items will again be rotated onto 

the shelves.  If you don’t see an item, please ask me and 

I’ll find it for you in one of our storage boxes, cupboards 

or drawers.  If you donated an item and have not yet 

seen it in the library, it is probably in one of the storage 

boxes downstairs.  Also, we have book lists on our church 

web page under the Library link. We are trying to keep 

these up to date. The newest items are listed in the 

projected Sunday morning announcements.  

This past year we took a journey through the 

Dewey Library Categories. In keeping with that theme, 

we will have some additional labels on our library shelves 

that will help you locate books of interest. Two 

categories in our library were not highlighted in the 

Library Corner last year, so we will introduce you to 

Movies and Children’s Books this year.  In addition, the 

library will again have new and highlighted items on the 

center top shelf beginning in February.  
 

Thank you for using the library in 2018! 
 

 

Paulette Haddock~Grace Librarian 

JANUARY 2019  

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

The Pelican Rapids Emergency Fund 
(Administered by the Pelican Rapids 

Police Department) 



3 Bryce Bergren 

4 Bri�ney LaPoint 

6 Lucus Norgren 

 Emily Haiby 

7 Sandy Sundblad 

      Ronnie Klovstad 

 Michael Metzger 

9  Lori Anderson 

 Sophie Ravenscra' 

10         Karen Nelson 

11       Nancy Longfors 

12       Carl Rocholl 

 Isla Dillon 

13 Steven Scheer  

 Jus0n Anderson 

14 Ma�hew Sundblad 

 Kalli Chris0anson 

 Cassidy Seiple  

 Keith Rutherford 

15 Tina McKellips  

 Angie Motz  

17 Arlinda Tollefson 

18  Jim Waters  

19 Bradley Winkels 

 Rebecca Meyering 

20 Mindy Peterson 

 Dylan Peasley 

21 Ma�hew Wright 

 Nicole Thorson 

22 Molly Braman 

24  Rachel Ronnevik 

25 Tara Motz 

26 Elizabeth Bigelow 

27 Parker Sanchez 

 Wanda Norman 

 Dawson Westby 

February 2019 Gaze�e  

Deadline:  

January 25, 2019 

If you’ve been inadvertently missed on 

the birthday congratulation to share, 

please notify the church office at: 

(218)842-5205 or glclcmc@gmail.com 

SIMPLY GIVING 

Thrivent for Lutherans offers SIMPLY GIVING, 
an automated giving program designed to help 
you conveniently and consistently contribute to 
your church. 

Your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your designated bank account 
or credit card.  You determine the frequency of 
your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly – the option is yours.  Your gift is depos-
ited into your church’s bank account on the 
same day it is withdrawn from your account – at 
no cost to you or your church. 

SIMPLY GIVING is a reliable, safe way to move 
your stewardship plan into action.  Because your 
gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play 
“catch up” at year-end or worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 

But you are not the only one that benefits.  Your 
congregation benefits from steady, more predict-
able revenues throughout the year, more effi-
cient bookkeeping and greater confidence in 

meeting its financial commitments. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this 
electronic giving program, contact Lucy Stadum, 
our church’s SIMPLY GIVING representative. 

Thank you to all who  

purchased poinsettias to be placed in the Sanctuary  

during the Christmas  

Starting the first week in January, I will 

be working on the Annual Report that 

goes out to all members of the congre-

gation.  If you are on a committee and 

have a report that needs to be included, 

I will need that information by the 20th 

of January. 

Thank you,  

Rena 

 
The GLC Annual Meeting & Potluck  

January 27th immediately following 
the10:00 a.m. Worship Service. 

 

A fellowship potluck 
will follow the meeting. 

 

 

 

Group I is in charge of the kitchen. 

 January Quilters  

Monday and Tuesday, January 

7th, 8th, 28th and 29th~9:30 A.M. 

If you enjoy sewing, or want to 

help, please join us!  We will be 

working in the Fellowship hall 

with a potluck lunch each day. 



Take a seat!
Grace Lutheran Church 

Sanctuary Seating Update

• Sanctuary Seating Fund was approved by the Council in October 2017. 

• $13,750 (approx.) has been collected to date.  Our goal is $30,000 - $40,000.

• If you wish to contribute, just make a designated donation to the “seating fund.” 

• Regular updates and the opportunity to share your thoughts in the future!

Let’s make 2019 the year we achieve our Sanctuary         

Seating Fund goal!



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

    bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

           glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Dacia Johnson-Minister of Youth  (218)731-4420 

        johnsond@breckenridge.k12.mn.us 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2018 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
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YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



JANUARY 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 

2 
NO Bible Study  or Prayer Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm:  The Foundry meets  
for supper, worship and games 
 

3 4 5 

6 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy  
Communion followed by Coffee   
Fellowship 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
6:00 pm:   
Council meets 

9 
8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
NO concert this month 

10 
8:30 am: 
Stephens  
Ministry 

11 12 

13 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

14 15 
 
 
6:30 pm: 
Women’s Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik’s 

16 
8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm:  The Foundry meets  
for supper, worship and games 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

17 
No GLW Meeting 

18 19 

20 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

21 22 23 
8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

24 25 26 

27 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Sunday 
School Kids singing followed by  
ANNUAL MEETING and a potluck 

28 
 

29 30 
8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 

31   

Quilters meet at 9:30 am 

Quilters meet at 9:30 am 


