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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship (Starting 9/9/18):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pr. Brad… 
 

 
The Missing Ingredient 
 

 
 

Years ago when I was a young bachelor, I 
enjoyed helping my friend Matt with his 
farm work (and Matt’s wife Connie was a 
really good cook). For a twenty year old 
who liked good company and really 
loved to eat, helping Matt was a no-
brainer. So, when he asked me to help 
him sort cattle, I jumped at the chance (I 
could already taste the stuffed pork 
chops). Needless to say, I was at the farm 
bright and early the next morning. The 
sorting went so smoothly that we ended 
up in Connie’s kitchen a little earlier than 
expected – the stuffed pork chops were 
still baking!  Seeing the hungry looks on 
our faces, Connie offered us the apple 
crisp that had just come out of the oven.  
 

My mouth watered in anticipation as that 
first fork-full of sweet delight was lifted 
to my face. But what happened next was 
a complete shock to my taste buds. 
Instead of tasting a delicious mixture of 
apples, sugar, and crunchy buttery 
topping; all I could taste was SALT! My 
senses were completely conflicted. 
Visually, this dessert could have 
appeared on the cover of a Betty Crocker 
Cookbook, but its taste was repulsive! As 
fast as we had taken our first bite, Matt 
and I in unison spit it out. 
 

 
 
And then it happened, Connie began to 
laugh realizing that instead of borrowing 
sugar from her mother-in-law’s kitchen 
that morning, she had accidently taken a 
cup of salt.  Although all the other 
ingredients that went into her dessert 
were blended into a visual masterpiece, 
the one key ingredient that pulled the 
other components together into harmony 
was missing. 
 

At times, we can all become like this out-
of-whack apple crisp. When we neglect 
God and His goodness, we find that all 
the other things in our lives don’t quite 
blend together the way they should. The 
reason for this is that all the good 
ingredients of our lives like family, 
friends, homes, and hobbies are all gifts 
from God. So, when we try to enjoy His 
good gifts without enjoying the Good 
Giver, we are left with an empty taste in 
our mouths. Remember what Jesus told 
the fretting Martha who was so 
preoccupied with all her preparations, 
while her sister Mary sat listening to 
Him:  
 

...you are worried and upset about 
many things, but only one thing is 
needed. Mary has chosen what is 
better, and it will not be taken away 
from her. (Luke 10:41-42) 

 

Try spending some time with the Lord. 
Spend some time in prayer and in the 
Bible, get up and go church on Sunday, 
soak in His love that sent Him to the 
cross for your forgiveness, and out of the 
tomb to be with you. He is that “one 
thing” that is “better,” and He will help 
you make sense of the other ingredients 
in your life because you will be in 
harmony with Him. In Him, you just 
might find that life gets a little sweeter. 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
September 11, 2018 
 

President Jeanette Ripley convened the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on September 
11, 2018, at 6:02 P.M. in the chapel. 

Other council members present were Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson, Cheryl Rotz, 
Phyllis Rossow, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum; council 
member Rachel Ronnevik was absent. 

Pastor Brad provided devotions based on James 3:18 and led the council in prayer. 

Following Rossow’s motion and Nelson’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Pederson moved to approve the minutes of the August meeting, Klitzke seconded this motion, and it carried on 
vote. 

The July treasurer’s reports were filed for audit following Haiby’s motion and Klitzke’s second. As of July 31, 
the General Fund checking account balance was $6,723.44, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained at 
$11,726.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance remained $21,410.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month 
Fund balance was $2,402.11. 

The August treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Pederson’s motion and Rotz’s second. As of August 
31, the General Fund checking account balance was $6,779.16, the Major Maintenance Fund balance 
remained at $11,726.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance was $21,645.00, and the Concert/Mission of the 
Month Fund balance was $2,649.11. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; meetings with the Grace Council, 
Grace Lutheran Women, a fellow pastor regarding Fall Farm Fellowship, the Grace Stephen Ministry group, 
the Grace Prayer Team, meetings regarding confirmation, membership, and a funeral, and with the Pelican 
Rapids Ministerial group and at Pelican Rapids High School regarding a student’s death; two wedding 
rehearsals and weddings and four premarital counseling sessions; attending The Foundry end-of-summer 
extravaganza, two 80th birthday parties, and Grace choir practice. He presented the Sunday School and 
Confirmation 2018-19 schedule and staff and informed the council that he is the Augustana District 
Representative on behalf of Grace and three other churches. 

Old business: 

The council again discussed the following mission statement, which is open to congregational input: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name. 

The council thanked the Ripleys for the new electronic church sign. 

Nelson reported that she had obtained a donation of a low-vision reading machine from a Fergus Falls Lions 
organization for our church. It will be available for those with diminished eyesight. 

The Men’s Ham Dinner is scheduled for February 2, 2019. 

New business: 

Pastor Appreciation and New Member Sunday is scheduled for October 21. 

Consensus was to designate the Anne Carlsen Center for Children as mission of the month for October. 
September’s mission of the month is the Seth and Amber Simonson family. 

Dacia Johnson has agreed to remain in the position of Minister of Youth at least through September. 

Schaible moved to adjourn; Klitzke seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

September’s usher Haiby provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, October 
9, 2018, in the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 

Secretary 
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GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

July 31, 2018 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, July 1, 2018                                                    $8,430.03 

July Receipts                                                                $10,827.00 

July Disbursements                                                  ($12,533.59) 

Balance July 31, 2018                                                $  6,723.44   
  

Average Attendance (5 services)                                      94 

Mission Receipts -Lutheran World Relief                   $574.25 

Wednesday Concert – Paul  Fladland                         $638.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, July 1, 2018                                                 $21,410.00 

July Receipts                                                                 $           .00 

July Disbursements                                                      ($         .00) 

Balance, July 31, 2018                                               $21,410.00 
  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, July 1, 2018                                                 $11,726.14 

July Receipts                                                                  $          .00 

July Disbursements                                                      ($         .00) 

Balance, July 31, 2018                                                $11,726.14 
  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, July 1, 2018                                                     $2,157.82 

July Receipts                                                                   $1,212.25 

July Disbursements                                     ($   967.96) 

Balance, July 31, 2018                                                  $2,402.11 

August 31, 2018 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, August 1, 2018                                           $   6,723.44 

August Receipts                                                         $12 ,800.00 

August Disbursements                                              ($13,459.28) 

Balance August 31, 2018                                            $  6,779.16   
  

Average Attendance (4 services)                                     104 

Mission Receipts -Grace Vacation Bible School          $865.48 

Wednesday Concert – The Kingery Concert              $1247.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, August 1, 2018                                             $21,410.00 

August Receipts                                                            $    235 .00 

August Disbursements                                                 ($         .00) 

Balance, August 31, 2018                                          $21,645.00 
  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, August 1, 2018                                            $11,726.14 

August Receipts                                                            $          .00 

August Disbursements                                               ($         .00) 

Balance, August 31, 2018                                          $11,726.14  
  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, August 1, 2018                                               $2,402.11 

August Receipts                                                             $2,112.48 

August Disbursements                   ($1,865.48) 

Balance, August 31, 2018                                             $2,649.11 

  

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on September 20, 2018. 
Welcome and Table Prayer and we had brunch wit Phyllis 
and Sadie serving.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, 
God is in the Laundry Room.  We started our meeting by 
reading Ephesians 2.10 on page 4 of our booklets.  Secretary 
and Treasurer’s reports were read and placed on file.   
 

Old Business: 
• Thank you to Group II for serving Rally Day and 

bringing quilt tickets still available. 
• The Bazaar us Sept. 29 and Group I is in charge of 

the kitchen. 
• We need help setting up on Friday at 8:30 and 

workers should come at 8:00 on Saturday.  Sign up 
sheet is on back table. 

• Food donations are needed for the kitchen and bake 
sale. 

• The chicken dinner is October 27th from 4:30 to 7:00. 
New Business: 

• Karen Nelson has gotten new cards which will be 
available to buy. 

• New Member Sunday is October 21st. 
• We need about 20 people to help with the chicken 

dinner. 
• Sheila asked to get another vacuum and it was 

approved by Faye and Donna. 
• Father/Son Banquet? 

Thank you to Phyllis and Sadie for our great brunch. October 
volunteers are Carol H and Karen N. 
 

September Birthday and Birthday song, offering and offering 
song. 
 

Our next meeting is October 18, 2018. 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

October Mission of the Month 

 

RECIPE BY REQUEST 

 

Taco Salad   (made with cabbage) 
 

1-1½ lb. ground beef, browned 
1-1½ package taco seasoning mix 
1 head cabbage, chopped but not too fine 
4 tomatoes, chopped 
1 onion, chopped 
1 can kidney beans, drained 
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded 
Dressing: 
1 cup Thousand Island dressing 
1 package taco seasoning mix (or part of one) 
  

Brown ground beef.  Drain fat.  Add taco seasoning mix to 
browned beef.  Cool mixture completely.  Add cabbage, 
chopped tomatoes, chopped onions, kidney beans and 
cheese to meat mixture.  Put in refrigerator for at least 4 
hours or overnight.  Take out amount of mixture 
needed.  Add crushed taco or nacho chips.  Pour dressing 
over mixture and serve. 
 
Submittted by:  Rachel Ronnevik 
 



 

 

 

1 -Ashley Winkels 
       -Teresa Johnson 
2 -Andy Anderson 
4     -Rena Kubitz 
5 -Allen Stadum 
 -Avery Hill 
7 -Eleanor Stadum 
 -Paul Aaberg 
8 -Mark LaPoint 
 -Kayla Norman 
9 -Jessica Garner 
 -Ethan Bennett 
10 -Gary Stadum 
 -Ben Dillon 
 -Kristi Christianson 
 -Lindsay Milbeck 
 -Dawn Haiby 
12 -Craig Ripley 
 -Phyllis Rossow 
14 -Alexis Ouren 
15   -Norman Muchow 
 -Kevin Nehk 
 -Brianna Norman 
16  -Whitmen LaVigne 
18 -Jenna Dillon 
 -Jeff Anderson 
 -Diane Klitzke 
20 -Joanie Fouquette 
21   -Viva Dillon 
22  -Amber Martin 
23  -Mallory Sand 
24 -Diane Lanum 
25  -Kristen Haiby 
27  -Brent McKellips 
 -Brock Hasling 

November 

Gaze�e Deadline:  

October  25th 

Greeting Cards for Sale 

The GLW has a nice  

assortment of Sympathy, Get 

Well and Birthday Cards for 

purchase~ 

$5.00/box 

The cards are located in the 

cabinet in the SE corner of the 

Fellowship Hall or see Karen 

Nelson  

for assistance! 

I would like to thank my 

family, church family and 

friends for prayers, cards, 

visits, and phone calls while 

I was in the hospital and 

after I got home. 

Special thanks to Pastor 

Brad for stopping up and 

prayers. 

Lucy Stadum 

New Member Sunday  

Pastor Appreciation Day 

Sunday, October 21st 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

Please join us for a potluck  

following worship with cake  

provided.  Please bring a dish to 

share if  you are able. 

 

DVD copies of services are 

available on the table in the 

Nathex or contact office 

If you are interested in becoming a 

member or  associate member of 

Grace, please contact  

Pr Brad of Rena.  Rena can send 

a letter of transfer for you or  

Pr Brad will meet with you  

to affirm your faith. 

New Membership Applications  & 

Welcome Brochures  

are available in the Narthex! 



OCTOBER 2018 LIBRARY CORNER     by~Paulette Haddoc 

We are almost finished with the Dewey Categories for books.  This 

month I would like to highlight the first and last categories.  Class 000 in-

cludes computer science, information & general works.  We have one book: 

a collection of quotations in American English.  America’s God and Country 

Encyclopedia of Quotations (081) highlights “America’s noble heritage 

with profound quotes from founding fathers, presidents, statesmen, scien-

tists, constitutions, court decisions . . . for use in speeches, papers, debates, 

essays. . .” by William J. Federer.  It doesn’t sound like an exciting book, but 

it is!  Inside its pages are quotations that express not only wisdom, but a 

faith that has run deep throughout our history, contrary to what modern 

historians would have us believe.  Entries are alphabetical, and an index is 

included at both the front and back of the book.  

 Class 900 is History & Geography.  We have only one book in this 

category: David McCullough’s 1776 (973.3). McCullough brings the first 

year of our Revolutionary War to vivid life.  It’s one of my favorite books! 

Read 1776, then pick up the book of quotes and turn to the back where you 

find quotes from and about George Washington and it will be very clear 

why he was unanimously elected our first President. For example, this or-

der General Washington issued from his headquarters, “It having pleased 

the Almighty Ruler of the universe to defend the cause of the United Amer-

ican States. . . it becomes us to set apart a day for gratefully acknowledging 

the divine goodness, and celebrating the important event, which we owe to 

His divine interposition.”  Wow!  Who said our founding fathers were not 

true Christians?  

We have two other books that I have not mentioned this year.  They 

are in Class 150 Psychology: Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff for Teens: Simple 

Ways to Keep Your Cool in Stressful Times by Richard Carlson (158.1) and 

Failing Forward: Turning Mistakes into Stepping-Stones for Success by 

John C. Maxwell (158.1). I have not read either book, but they both sound 

helpful.  Who hasn’t been stressed out or made mistakes they’d like to 

erase? All four of these books can be found this month on the last shelf on 

the top. Next month we’ll focus on biographies.  Enjoy an abundant har-

vest!    

Grace Lutheran Church welcomes 
associate member Sam Ripley to our 
church family!  Sam lives in Montevi-
deo, Minnesota with his mom and 
dad, Jana and Scott, and his sister 
Hope.  Grace members might know 
his grandma and grandpa, Jeanette 
and Dave Ripley.  

Sam says farming is his main    hob-
by.   He enjoys raising many animals 
including donkeys, llamas, a mini 
horse, a fainting goat, a pot belly pig, 
a peacock, nine rabbits, and a brood 
of chickens, Guinea hens, and a 
team of ducks.  It’s hard to under-
stand how Sam has time for school! 

When he does get a chance to eat his favorite foods are veni-
son, his mom’s beef roast, and pizza.  But Sam is quick to say 
he also likes Chinese food and hamburgers. 

Sam says there are many reasons he decided to join Grace Lu-
theran Church, noting that Pastor Brad is very nice as is the con-
gregation who are quick to include him in worship activities.  And 
lastly, he loves the Erhard area and going to church with his 
grandma and grandpa.  



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

    bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

           glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Dacia Johnson-Minister of Youth  (218)731-4420 

        johnsond@breckenridge.k12.mn.us 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2018 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
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YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



OCTOBER 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 
6:30 pm: 
Women’s Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik’s 

3 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

4 5 6 
Peasley/Sand Wedding 
at Maplwood 

7 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy  
Communion.  Doves of Peace and  
Sunday School sings followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

8 9 
 
6:00 pm:   
Grace Council 
Meets 

10 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  the Grace Concert Series 
presents….. 

T�� W�o�Pi�k 

11 12 13 

14 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

15 16 
 
6:30 pm: 
Women’s Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik’s 

17 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

18 
9:00 am:   
GLW meets 

19 
Bilden/Wilde  
Rehearsal at 
Grace 

20 
Bilden/Wilde Wedding  
at Grace 

21 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with the choir  
singing followed by a potluck to honor 
our new members and Pastor Brad 
 

New Member & Pastor Appreciation Day 

22 23 24 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00pm:  Choir practice 

25 
8:30 am: 
Stephens  
Ministry meets 

26 27 
 

28 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

29 30 31 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

Halloween 

   

4:30 to  
7:00 pm 


