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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship (Starting 9/9/18):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pastor Brad…  
 
Freedom to Serve  
 

 
 

In a Harvard Business Review article 
entitled “Why Talented Leaders Are Driven 
to Bad Behavior,” Bill George, a Harvard 
Business Professor reacts to the recent 
leadership problems in the banking and 
stock market industries. Here are three of 
his critiques of bad leadership: 
 

1. Lack of self-reflection: When leaders 
answer the important question, "Why do I 
want to lead?" with a selfish answer, trouble 
looms for those under by their leadership.  
Leaders whose primary goals are power 
over others, great wealth, and personal 
status tend to look at people as mere tools 
to be used in their own quest for personal 
gain. Leaders with this mind-set will quickly 
believe their own self-gratifying publicity and 
even slip into thinking that the institution 
they lead exists for their personal goals. 
 

2. The greed trap:  Although leaders may 
not start out seeking money and power, the 
rewards of stock options, bonus checks, 
and other financial perks can create a 
selfish desire for more and more. When 
leaders focus on such external gratification 
instead of caring for others, they lose their 
ethical grounding, causing them to reject 
any honest criticism. Leaders of this type 
will surround themselves with people who 
only tell them what they want to hear – they 
then become insulated from reality. 
 

3. The abuse of power: Leaders, who get 
to the top by imposing their will upon others, 
leave a long line of destroyed people in their 
wake. When these leaders reach the top, 

they tend to become paranoid, thinking that 
others are trying to take their positions in 
the same ruthless manner by which they 
themselves achieved power. They become 
incapable of acknowledging their failures 
because they fear being perceived as weak 
and vulnerable. When they are confronted 
by their own failures, they are quick to either 
deny them, or to blame others. This type of 
leadership will cause the entire organization 
to lose touch with reality.  

 

When we look at the examples of failed 
human leadership that have touched us all 
in recent years, we can better appreciate 
the gift of leadership that Jesus Christ offers 
us. In a way that runs counter to our 
experience of abusive human leadership 
(leadership that seeks out power for itself) 
our Lord shows us that He has used His 
power to serve us for our betterment. And, 
by His unselfish leadership, we are 
delivered from a distorted and selfish focus 
on ourselves. Listen to the True Leader: 
 

42 Jesus called them to him and said to 
them, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. 43 But it 
shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
would be first among you must be 
slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. (Mark 10:42-45) 

 

By showing us His true power in serving 
and ransoming us, Jesus gives to us a true 
ethical compass by which we understand 
what leadership really is. When we look to 
His leadership at the cross, we find our “true 
north.” Everything we need for significance 
and security (which we are tempted to 
achieve by our own power) is gifted to us by 
Him at the cross. As we look to this cross, 
and His love for us that held Him on it, we 
are freed from ourselves, and thus free to 
lead others by serving. To God be the glory, 
great things He has done! 



Grace Lutheran Church Unapproved council meeting minutes 
October 9, 2018 
 
President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on October 9, 
2018, at 6 P.M. in the chapel. 

Other council members present were Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Cheryl Rotz, Rachel Ronnevik, 
Phyllis Rossow, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum; council 
member Kim Pederson was absent. 

Pastor Brad provided devotions based on James 3 and led the council in prayer. 

Following Klitzke’s motion and Nelson’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Klitzke moved to approve the minutes of the September meeting, Haiby seconded this motion, and it carried on 
vote. 

The September treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Haiby’s motion and Nelson’s second. As of September 
30, the General Fund checking account balance was $8,200.87, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained at 
$11,726.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance remained $21,645.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month 
Fund balance was $3,102.86. In addition, Sunday School Treasurer Arlinda Tollefson reported a third quarter 
balance on hand of $3,565.46 for the Grace Sunday School. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; meetings regarding membership, with the 
Grace Council, the Pelican Rapids Ministerial group, The Foundry youth group, Grace Lutheran Women, and two 
fellow pastors; leading Wednesday morning Bible studies and the Grace Prayer Team, worship at Riverfront on 
Main and the Pelican Valley Nursing Home, and Grace’s Stephen Ministry group; two wedding rehearsals and 
weddings; attending Grace choir practice and the Fall Bazaar and helping with its set-up. 

Old business: 
The council again discussed the following mission statement, which remains open for congregational input and will 
be discussed at our annual meeting in January: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Consensus was that council members would serve the potluck dinner on October 21 for Pastor Appreciation and 
New Member Sunday. Pastor Brad will check on the new member packets that were being developed. 

New business: 
Council members were invited to join the Building Committee on October 11 at 8:30 A.M. to meet with a sound 
engineer regarding our fellowship area. 

Following discussion, consensus was to trim the tree that obstructs the view of our new church sign from the south. 

Treasurer Stadum reviewed the history behind our church having accounts with two banks in Pelican Rapids and 
why it would be prudent to do business with only one. Nelson made a motion to transfer our church’s Wells Fargo 
accounts to Bell State Bank. Haiby seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. Stadum will begin to effect this 
change now and will plan to have everything set up by March. 

Ripley noted that it would be prudent to have a second person authorized to sign checks in the treasurer’s absence 
and that while consolidating bank accounts would be a logical time to put this into effect. Rossow moved to 
authorize the council president to sign checks in the treasurer’s absence. Rotz seconded this motion, which passed 
on vote. 

Consensus was to designate the Grace Community Christmas Dinner as mission of the month for November. 
October’s mission of the month is the Anne Carlsen Center for Children. 

Ronnevik moved to adjourn; Nelson seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 6:45 
P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

As October’s usher, Ronnevik provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, November 13, 
2018, in the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 

Secretary 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

Septmeber 30, 2018 

 
GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, September 1, 2018                                      $   6,779.16 

September Receipts                                                    $18 ,895.00 

September Disbursements                                        ($17,473.00) 

Balance September 30, 2018                                    $    8,200.87   
  

Average Attendance (5 services)                                      128 
  

Mission Receipts ~ Seth & Amber Simonson Family $1,161.25 

Wednesday Concert – Monroe Crossing                     $2,562.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, September 1, 2018                                      $21,645.00 

September Receipts                  $           .00 

September Disbursements                                          ($         .00) 

Balance, September 30, 2018                                   $21,645.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, September 1, 2018                                     $11,726.14 

September Receipts                                                   $            .00 

September Disbursements                                         ($         .00) 

Balance, September 30, 2018                                  $11,726.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, September 1, 2018                                        $2,649.11 

September Receipts                                                      $3,723.25 

September Disbursements                                     ($3,269.50)  
Balance, September 30, 2018                                      $3,102.86 
 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 
 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on October 18, 2018. Welcome 
and Table Prayer and we had brunch with Karen Nelson and 
Carol Haiby serving.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, 
God is in the Laundry Room.  
 

We started our meeting by reading Ephesians 2.10 on page 4 
of our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read 
and placed on file.   
 

Old Business: 
• New Member Sunday is October 21st with a Pot Luck to 

follow.  The council will serve.  It is also Pastor 
Appreciation Sunday.  Thank you to Pastor Brad 

• More pan desserts are needed for chicken dinner. 
• Father-Son Banquet-no news. 

 

New Business: 
• A new vacuum cleaner for the upstairs.  The old one will 

be used downstairs. 
• December meeting will be December 13th, a week earlier, 

with a 10:00 am meeting and pot luck lunch.  We will be 
packing Christmas boxes. 

• We are planning on changing to paper plates from 
styrofoam.  Motion by Diane Klitzke and 2nd by Karen 
Nelson. 

Thank you to Carol Haiby and Karen Nelson for our great 
brunch.  Next meeting is November 15, 2018 with Diane K. 
and Karen R. serving. 
 

October Birthday and Birthday song, offering and offering 
song. 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

NOVEMBER LIBRARY CORNER  
 

Thank God That You Can Read 
 

Some of the best stories are those that are true! We call them “biographies.” Librarians classify BIOGRAPHY {the story of 
someone’s life written by someone else} and AUTOBIOGRAPHY {the story someone writes about their own life} as either “920” in the 
Dewey History Category or simply as “B” for Biography.  We use the simpler “B” to designate these books. 

 We have more autobiography than biography. Often the subject reveals a deep and abiding faith in Christ through their life 
story. Just As I Am: The Autobiography of Billy Graham, covers his life from his birth in 1918 to 1997. Graham is one of the most 
influential men of the Twentieth Century.  If you’d rather read a shorter version of his life, the April 2018 edition of Christianity Today is 
dedicated to his life and ministry.  After reading it cover-to-cover, I have a new respect for the man and his ministry.  Richard 
Wurmbrand, the founder of Voice of the Martyrs, wrote Tortured for Christ about “solitary confinement, physical and mental torture, 
extreme hunger and cold” during his imprisonment in Communist Romania. After his release and arrival in the West, Wurmbrand wrote 
this “book that shocked the world.” Bruchko is the story about Bruce Olson’s “capture by stone age Indians” in Columbia. Despite 
experiencing “capture, disease, terror, loneliness, torture,” he remained with the Motilones, leading them to faith in Christ, giving them a 
written language, and changing their life style. It’s an amazing story! 

You’ll also find on our shelves the stories of Rifqa Bary who tells why she “risked everything to leave Islam and follow Jesus” in 
Hiding in the Light, and The Heavenly Man tells “the remarkable true story of Chinese Christian Brother Yun.” We have books detailing 
the courage of people facing great opposition or personal tragedy. For example: The Hiding Place (the Nazis), Joni (quadriplegia and 
depression), Quiet Strength (godliness in the NFL), Gifted Hands (poverty and inner-city life) and Unbroken (Japanese prison camp).  
Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther by Roland H. Bainton will give you new insights to the life of one of the most influential men of 
all time!  Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, by John Foxe, was first published in 1563. It was written to bring awareness and to protest the 
persecution of Christians.  This is a documentation of history, but also of the faith of our forefathers.  (Why have we not heard of more of 
these courageous believers?) Our edition has been updated to include recent martyrs. Keep your eyes on the last two shelves; new 
biographies will appear during the month.  
 In December, we’ll fill the shelves with Christian Fiction, our last category of books.   

Paulette Haddock~Grace Librarian 



2 -Darin Teberg 
       -Elsa Grunewald 
3 -Rose Stadum 
 -Gary Longfors 
 -Amy Anderson 
 -Isabel (Ella) Bigelow 
4 -Sadie Haarstick 
 -Nick Jessen 
6 -Lowell Skunberg 
 -Mason Christianson 
 -Tarin Sundblad 
 -Kindle Sundblad 
 -Gene Bogenreif 
9 -Nicholas Teberg 
 -Mary Nelson 
12 -Nichole Scheer 
13    -Izabella Hultin 
15 -Allison Nirschl 
        -Liam Scheer 
16 -Peggy Skunberg 
18 -Wendy Scheer 
 -Ricky Stadum 
 -Randy Sundblad 
19 -Kyle Skunberg 
        -Cash Sondeland 
 -Chase Pourrier 
20 -LeRoy Neulieb 
21 -Jeanette Ripley 
 -Alesha Ouren 
 -Fred Sanchez 
 -Don Suiter 
22 -Brenda Rasmussen 
 -Allison Haiby 
        -Leah Ravenscraft 
25 -Kaytlin Winkels 
26 -Jay Fresonke 
 -Abby Fresonke 
27  -Karen Rossum 
28 -Tracy Williams 
 -Delores Pederson 
 -Debbie Bergren 
29   -Bryon Bennett 
 -Pastor Brad Soenksen 
30 -Renae Rocholl 
 -Joe Hill 

December  

Gaze�e Deadline:  

November 26th 

Greeting Cards for Sale 

The GLW has a nice  

assortment of Sympathy, Get Well 

and Birthday Cards for purchase~ 

$5.00/box 

The cards are located in the cabinet 

in the SE corner of the Fellowship 

Hall or see  

Karen Nelson  

for assistance! 

I’d like to thank everyone who 

attended my 80th Birthday  

Party  for all the cards, gifts, 

hugs and well wishes.  The party 

was great!  
 

Thank you to my family for all 

their work and doing such a great 

job!  Also, thank you to my church 

family! 

  God’s Blessings, 

  Sheila Ouren 

 

DVD copies of services are 

available on the table in the 

Nathex or contact office 

If you are interested in becoming a 

member or  associate member of 

Grace, please contact  

Pr Brad of Rena.  Rena can send 

a letter of transfer for you or  

Pr Brad will meet with you  

to affirm your faith. 

New Membership Applications  & 

Welcome Brochures  

are available in the Narthex! 

November 4th 
     Daylight  

      Savings  

        Time  

         Ends 

(Set clocks 
back 1 hour) 



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

    bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

           glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Dacia Johnson-Minister of Youth  (218)731-4420 

        johnsond@breckenridge.k12.mn.us 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2018 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Revised 3/1/2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



NOVEMBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday School, 
& Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy  
Communion followed by Coffee   
Fellowship 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

5 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
6:30 pm: 
Women’s Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik’s 

7 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

8 9 10 

11 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday School, 
& Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

12 
 
 

13 
 
 
6:00 pm:   
Grace Council 
Meets 

14 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  the Grace Concert Series 
presents….. 
L�� B���n
 & F��nd� 

15 
9:00 am:   
GLW meets 

16 17 

18 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday School, 
& Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

19 
 
 

20 
 
 
6:30 pm: 
Women’s Bible 
Study at Rachel 

21 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
 
6:30 pm:  Thanksgiving Eve Service 
followed by Pie Fellowship 

22 23 24 

25 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Christmas  
Program Practice, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

26 27 
 
3-4:30 pm:  Pr. 
Brad at Riverfront 
and PVHC  

28 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  Choir Practice  

29 
 

30 
8:30 am:   
Stephens  
Ministry meets 
 
 

 



 


