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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
 

Sunday Worship (Starting 9/10/17):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pastor Brad: 
 
Have a Tall Christmas! 
 

 
 
I was doing a bit of shopping in the middle 
of November, and as I strolled down the isle 
looking for some shaving cream, I found 
myself thinking about how fast this fall has 
come and gone.  Then it hit me; I was 
listening to Bing Crosby singing “I’m 
Dreaming of a White Christmas” playing 
over the store’s speakers!  Not only has fall 
gone, but the retail giants have decided to 
bypass Thanksgiving and go directly to their 
version of Christmas: “Jingle buy, jingle buy, 
jingle all the way.”  I wish the retail giant’s 
executives could have seen me covering my 
ears and heading directly to the check out 
line – shopping trip over. 
 
Yes it’s true; we really do live in a culture 
that has flattened the remembrance of 
Christ’s birth to the horizontal world of 
merchandise.  And unfortunately, 
Thanksgiving seems to have gotten in the 
way and been flattened like road kill.  As I 
reflected on that shopping experience, it 
dawned on me once again that there is 

simply no room for Jesus in this flat world of 
thankless selling, buying, and consuming.  
And while the experts may tell us that it’s all 
good for the economy, we know deep down 
that it is not at all good for the soul.   
 
The absolute best part of Christmas is that it 
isn’t flat at all but in fact it’s very tall.  Its 
height comes from what the Bible tells us 
about God coming down to us from the 
highest heaven into our flat world of the 
useless human activity.  Indeed, Christmas 
is special because of its vertical dimension.  
And I am convinced that when we bypass 
Thanksgiving, we lose an important 
preparation for Christmas.  This happens 
because at Thanksgiving we count our 
earthly blessings, and then look up to God 
and give thanks to Him.  We look away from 
ourselves and to the gracious hand of God.  
And this is exactly where, or should I say “to 
whom,” we need to be looking as we head 
into the Christmas season. 
 
So, I hope you all had a really thankful 
Thanksgiving, and that you are still looking 
up to heaven as you head into the 
Christmas season.  But if that’s not where 
you’re looking, it’s not too late!  It may take 
a bit of an effort to hear it over the constant 
din of “Jingle Buy” being pumped at us, but 
the voice of the Christmas angel can still be 
heard.   
 

...the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 
God.  You will be with child and give 
birth to a son, and you are to give Him 
the name Jesus.  He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give Him the throne of 
His father David, and He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom 
will never end. (Luke 1:30-33, NIV) 

 
“Son of the Most High” – Christmas really 
isn’t flat at all, so look up.  Christmas really 
is quite tall!  May you have a really tall 
Christmas! 
 
To God be the Glory! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
November 14, 2017 
 

Vice President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on 
November 14, 2017, at 7:44 P.M. in the chapel, following an interesting and informative 40-minute visit with 
Julie Smude via Skype regarding her missionary work in Thailand. 
Also present were council members Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson (via Skype), Rachel Ronnevik, 
Phyllis Rossow, and John Wright, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council 
member Joe Gerold was absent. 
Pastor Brad led in devotions and prayer. 
The secretary’s report was approved on vote after Klitzke’s motion and Nelson’s second. 
The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit following Klitzke’s motion and Nelson’s second. As of October 31, 
the General Fund balance was $14,201.15, the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was $2,459.70, 
the Building Expansion Fund balance was $12,910.00, and the Major Maintenance Fund balance was 
$10,776.91. 
Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; providing fuel and food assistance; 
meetings with the church council, Pelican Rapids Ministerial group, Grace Lutheran Women, Grace Stephen 
Ministry group, staff, and The Foundry youth group; Wednesday morning Bible studies and Prayer Group; 
attending the Grace concert, choir practices, Grace chicken dinner, a pastoral meeting, and a baptism dinner; 
conducting a memorial service, a baptism, and worship services at Riverfront on Main and the Pelican Valley 
Nursing Home in Pelican Rapids; funeral planning; teaching Check Point program at Inspiration Point; and two 
vacation days. 
Old business: 

Klitzke moved to approve adding the Congregational Council and Committee Descriptions to the Grace 
Lutheran Church Constitution as a Continuing Resolution. Nelson seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 
The church secretary will file this document electronically so it easily can be updated as the council amends 
this working document as necessary in accordance with the Constitution. 

New business: 

Rossow made a motion to accept with regret Eleanor Stadum’s resignation as council member and president. 
Klitzke seconded the motion, and it passed on vote. Consensus was not to elect a new president as this time 
because it’s so near the end of the year. As part of its preparation for the congregation’s annual meeting, the 
Nominating Committee will seek candidates to fill the remaining two years of Stadum’s term as a council 
member. 

Ronnevik moved to approve Nelson to replace Stadum on the Audit Committee. The motion carried on vote 
after Klitzke’s second. 

Following discussion, Klitzke made a motion to authorize hiring a part-time maintenance person for a maximum 
of 10 hours a month at $18 an hour. Wright seconded this motion, and it passed on vote. Klitzke will develop a 
job description in consultation with the Property Committee. 

The council discussed at length the preliminary 2018 budget and will discuss this further at the December 
meeting. Discussion included budgeting for a part-time visitation pastor, pending finding a suitable candidate. 

Wright moved to designate the Salvation Army as mission of the month for December. This motion carried 
following Ronnevik’s second. Mission of the Month for November is the Grace Community Christmas Dinner.  

Ronnevik made a motion to adjourn, Nelson seconded the motion, and this meeting closed at 10:18 P.M. with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Nelson provided refreshments. 

The next Grace council meeting is scheduled for 7 P.M. on Tuesday, December 7, one week early because 
several council members would be unavailable on December 14, which would be the usual meeting date. 

 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
October 31, 2017 

 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, October 1, 2017                                    $12,728.21 

October Receipts                                                  $17,353.83 

October Disbursements                                     ($15,880.89) 

Balance October 31, 2017                                   $14,201.15   
  

Average Attendance (5 services)                            122 
  

Mission Receipts -Anne Carlson Center             $2,075.00 

Wednesday Concert – The WoodPicks                  $902.00 
 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, October 1, 2017                                   $12,910.00 

October Receipts                                                   $        0.00 

October Disbursements                                       ($         .00) 

Balance, October 31, 2017                                 $12,910.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, October 1, 2017                                      $5,477.69 

October Receipts (Otter Tail Power rebate)      $5,299.22 

October Disbursements                                      ($         .00) 

Balance, October 31, 2017                                 $10,776.91 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, October 1, 2017                                     $2,399.20 

October Receipts                                                   $2,977.00 

October Disbursements                                        $2,459.70 

 
Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 
 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
Grace Lutheran Women met on November 16, 2017.  Welcome, 
Table Grace and we opened the meeting by reading began our 
meeting by reading Philippians 4:13 on page 4 of our booklets. 
 

Secretary’s report was read and approved and placed on file.   
No treasurer’s report. 
 

Old Business 
• Mother-Daughter Banquet-the committee is getting it 

together; they’ve had several meetings. 
• Thank you to everyone who donated and served New 

Member Sunday and Pastor Appreciation Sunday. 
New Business: 
• We revised the Christmas box list. 
• Thanksgiving Eve service is Nov 22 at 6:30 pm followed by 

Pie Fellowship.  There is a sign-up sheet on the back table. 
• Group II will serve the meal after the Sunday School 

program on Dec 10. 
• We meet December 14 at 10 am to fill boxes followed by 

pot luck at 11:30.  We’re inviting the men. 
• We are asking for just cookies this year for the boxes. 
• Short meeting in January in needed.  No Bible Study. 
• A motion was made by Sheila and 2nd by Pat Teberg to 

accept Myrna’s resignation as treasurer.  A motion was 
made by Carol Haiby and 2nd by Marilyn Ouren to vote for 
Lois Bogenreif as our new GLW treasurer. 

• A motion was made for Sheila to get a bank card for buying 
supplies for the church.  It was approved. 

• Ardis J asked to be able to buy more supplies for the 
Baptism banners.  Sheila made a motion and Karen Nelson 
2nd. 

Thank you to Donna & Marilyn for serving a great lunch. 
 

November birthdays and birthday song, offering and offering 
song. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

DECEMBER LIBRARY CORNER  

Merry Christmas! 
It’s that time of year! Time to contemplate God’s great mercy and 
the sending of our Savior, Jesus the Christ, to identify with us and 
bring us the gift of salvation.  He is truly THE INCOMPARABLE 
CHRIST as John Stott, British theologian, describes Him.  Stott 
uses the testimony of the New Testament Apostles, the writings of 
Church Fathers from Justin Martyr to 20th-Century missionaries, 
the lives of people influenced by His teachings throughout the ages, 
and “ten visions from the book of Revelation” that challenge us 
today.  In THE INCOMPARABLE CHRIST we see a “Jesus who is 
like no other—worthy of our worship, our confession and our 
obedience as we follow him into the future.” Our Savior is worthy 
of our continuing contemplation!  
 

Time magazine named John Stott one of the “100 Most Influential 
People in the World” in 2005. He was a well known “preacher, 
evangelist and communicator of Scripture.” Two other important 
books by Stott are Basic Christianity and The Cross of Christ. 
 

 
PauletteHaddock~Grace Librarian 

DECEMBER MISSION OF 

THE MONTH 

 

 

GLW News! 

Grace Lutheran Women has a Facebook 

page!  You can find it on Facebook at 

Grace Lutheran Church Women "GLW" 

& Friends.  We will be posting 

notifications, updates and other fun 

stuff so be sure to check it out and ‘Like’ 

and ‘Follow” us!  The GLW also can be 

reached through our new email at 

gracelutheranwomen@gmail.com.  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
2 -Christine Boese   
 -John Ripley   
 -Judy Tabbut 
 -Sawyer Westby   
5 -LaFaye Thompson  
 -Wanda Taylor  
8 -Mike Dillon 
 -Kayleigh Kubitz 
 -Dean Larson 
9 -Ardis Jorgenson   
10 -Nicholas Williams  
11 -MacKayla Houle  
 -Jason Hasling 
 -Becca Dillon 
 -Vivian Price 
12 -Patrick Dillon 
 -Keith Bergren 
13 -Gene Hendrickson 
 -Josh Nehk 
 -Nevaeh Teberg 
14 -Betty Skramsted  
18 -Jamie Lemke 
 -Cheyanne Johnson  
19 -Beverly Ouren   
 -Monica Stutsman 
 -Tyler Honrud 
20 -Zeiss Weston 
21   -Cassidy Kubitz 
       -Henry Milbeck 
22 -Arlen Haarstick  
 -Tanner Stadum 
       -Hannah Nelson 
23   -Benjamin Metzger 
24   -Elsie Emery 
  -Tammy Wahlstrom  
25  -MacKensie Houle 
26   -Kim Knutson 
27  -Jennifer Hams  
  -David Stadum  
28  -Arthur Anderson  
  -Hans Ronnevik 
29  -Karen Walker  
  -Amber Bengtson  
  -Kelsey Thorson 
30  -Steve Anderson  
31  -Herman Rocholl  
  -Heather Norgren 

January 2018 Gaze�e  

Deadline:  

December 26th 

If you’ve been inadvertently missed on 

the birthday list, have a correction, or 

if you have a congratulation to share, 

please notify the church office at: 

(218)842-5205 or glclcmc@gmail.com 

Save the dates…. 
Saturday, Dec 9th: 
9:00-11:30 am:  Sunday School Christmas  
program dress rehearsal and pizza party 
 

Sunday, Dec 10th 
8:30 am:  Final rehearsal for Christmas program 
10:00 am:  The Sunday School Christmas  
program followed by a POT LUCK dinner.  Cake 
and ice cream will be provided but please bring 
a main dish or a side dish if you are able. 

Thank you to Pastor Brad for his visits 
and prayers.  Thank you to everyone for 
the cards, gifts, food, visits and prayers.  

My vision is gradually improving. 

Have a Blessed Holiday Season! 

             Myrna & Gordon Skunberg 

The Foundry  

Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 20th 

6:00 to 8:00 pm 

Please bring an appe"zer to share and 

a “White Elephant” gi&! 

SIMPLY GIVING 

Thrivent for Lutherans offers SIMPLY GIVING, 
an automated giving program designed to help 
you conveniently and consistently contribute to 
your church. 

Your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your designated bank account 
or credit card.  You determine the frequency of 
your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly – the option is yours.  Your gift is depos-
ited into your church’s bank account on the 
same day it is withdrawn from your account – at 
no cost to you or your church. 

SIMPLY GIVING is a reliable, safe way to move 
your stewardship plan into action.  Because your 
gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play 
“catch up” at year-end or worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 

But you are not the only one that benefits.  Your 
congregation benefits from steady, more predict-
able revenues throughout the year, more effi-
cient bookkeeping and greater confidence in 

meeting its financial commitments. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this 
electronic giving program, contact Lucy Stadum, 
our church’s SIMPLY GIVING representative. 



Hello Grace Family, 
 
Almost a month ago, I received a 30 day notice from the Fergus Patriot Assisted Living for Carl to leave.   Because of liability 
reasons and due to the fact that Patriot was not a locked facility, they could no longer keep him safe.  Carl kept trying to 
leave to return to his Elizabeth home. 
 

That meant that I had to find a locked facility that was familiar with caring for a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) individual.  Not so 
easy. 
 

I checked facilities in Fergus Falls, Fargo Sanford and even Courage Kenny in Golden Valley, MN.  Either they didn't have a 
locked facility or didn't have experience with caring for a TBI individual. 
 

I always had a backup plan in case Patriot didn't work out.  However, that backup plan meant that facility needed to have a 
vacancy. 
 

It turned out I needed to use my backup plan.  Patriot in Fergus Falls belongs to the same corporation as Golden Manor 
Memory Care and Golden Manor Assisted Living in Detroit Lakes (DL)  They are 2 separate buildings off Highway 34 East of 
DL.  Fortunately, at this time, they had 2 vacancies.  Imagine that!  Jesus knew!  Most facilities are full and have a waiting 
list. 
 

So the plan was to move Carl to DL on Tuesday, 11/28/17.  I was kept so terribly busy (taking time off from work) bringing 
Carl to several Pelican Rapids dentist and Fergus Falls doctor appointments in preparation for his move to DL.  I knew it was 
necessary to take Carl to all of these appointments (hauling his wheelchair to all of them too) so that this was all 
accomplished due to the distance involved from DL. 
 

I also had to contact movers to assist in the move to DL.  They needed to move Carl's hospital bed, furniture and personal 
items to DL.  The date of Tuesday, November 28th was available for them.  Good News! 
 

I also needed to take the day off from work and obtain a substitute for my absence.  Not always easy because of substitute 
shortages at school.  Fortunately, a substitute for me was available on Carl's moving date. 
 

Everything is planned, scheduled and ready to go, right?  Wrong!  Then JESUS steps into the picture with HIS plan. 
 

On Sunday evening, November 19th, I received an email from Carl's sister, Otter Tail County Public Health Director Diane 
Thorson.  Diane and over 90 other county personnel had received this same email from Norm and Joy Westby of Pelican 
Rapids.  Their email was advertising an immediate vacancy at their Family Adult Foster Care Home on Crystal Lake East of 
Pelican Rapids.  Their email is as follows: 
 

Subject: Message from Joy & Norm Westby 
Greetings to you all, 
 

Hope each of you have a Happy Thanksgiving with friends and family! 
 

We wanted you to know that we have an immediate vacancy in our Family Adult Foster Care Home located on Crystal Lake 
near Pelican Rapids.  We have a private room for either a male or female.  
 

We accept Elderly Waiver, CADI Waiver, DD Waiver, MI, CD, TBI Waiver, Memory Care, Long Term Care Insurance 
residents, or private pay residents. For the past few years we have had 4 different Huntington's Disease Residents whom we 
have enjoyed caring for.  We accept residents who are complete care..... 
 

Each of our rooms are private rooms. We are completely handicap accessible including an elevator for those who cannot 
navigate stairs, Each bedroom has a flatscreen Satellite TV and Wi-Fi with no additional cost to the resident.  We have a 
brand new wheelchair roll-in shower which is a wonderful addition to our home. 
  

We love to take our residents to many events in the community and Fargo.  We even take them on a vacation in the summer 
usually to The Medora Musical in the badlands and Blue Stem Theatre in Moorhead. They also enjoy pontoon fishing 
excursions on the lake, shopping trips, lunch out, etc. 
 

We have a loving home with caring staff who enjoy making each day the best it can be for everyone who lives with us. They 
prepare delicious home cooked meals and snacks. 
 

Hopefully you have a resident in mind who would love to join us and become part of our extended family. We welcome calls 
with any questions you may have or to set up an appointment to bring your client for a tour. We look forward to hearing from 
you........Call 701-212-5294. 
 

Thanks! 
Joy and Norm Westby 
 

Diane forwarded this email to me Sunday evening and suggested I check this out. 
 

After reading the email, I immediately sent the following email to Norm and Joy Westby: 
 

Hello Joy and Norm, 
 

Your email was forwarded to me regarding an opening at your Family Adult Foster Care Home on Crystal Lake near Pelican 
Rapids, MN. 
 

My husband, Carl Rocholl, age 71 from Elizabeth, MN suffered a Traumatic Brain Injury on 1/10/17 near the Fergus Falls 
Ethanol Plant.  Carl was being a Good Samaritan for another driver of a semi and grain trailer.  That driver was having 
trouble with his tarp in the wind on top of his grain trailer. 
 



Carl came upon the driver's jack-knifed semi and trailer due to windy and icy conditions that day at the entrance to the 
Ethanol Plant. 
 

Carl got out of his truck and climbed up the ladder of the other driver's trailer to help him with the tarp.  We think the wind or 
the tarp pushed Carl and he fell onto the cold hard ground.  He hit his head very hard and had 2 skull fractures.  He also 
caught his right ankle in the ladder when he fell and broke that ankle. 
 

I am replying to the vacancy you currently have at your Foster Home.  Carl is in need of a place to stay before December 1st. 
 

I was wondering if we could get together so I could have a tour of your Foster Home as soon as possible. 
 

I take Carl to Grace Church in Erhard every Sunday.  He sings in the Praise Team Choir. 
 

Your Foster Home sounds like a wonderful home with activities Carl would enjoy. 
 

Please contact me as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you for considering Carl a possible resident at your Foster Home and I look forward to hearing from you soon! 
 

Renae Rocholl  
 

The very next morning, I received the following text from Joy Westby: 
 

I just read your email. We would love to meet you. Carl sounds like such a wonderful man. We also sing and have music in 
our home. We belong to the Lutheran Church on Franklin Lake. You may call me now....  Joy 
 

I called Joy and set up a 7 p.m. tour on Monday, November 20th.  Carl had a late p.m. doctor appointment so this was the 
earliest tour time I could arrive at this Pelican Family Adult Foster Care Home. 
 

I was very impressed with this home during the tour.  Norm and Joy seemed so caring about their residents.  I met the other 
3 residents.  1 male has a TBI and his name is "Butch".  What a coincidence?  Carl's family nickname is "Butch" also!  So 
what are the odds of that happening?  Butch said he would be happy to have another TBI resident move in.  Carl's legal 
name "Carl" would be used if he was selected for the vacancy.   
 

Another delightful male is almost blind and the other resident is a female who is a smiley and bubbly resident who keeps 
busy with crafts. 
 

My mind was spinning!  Norm and Joy felt Carl would "fit right in", but I needed to make a decision while I was there.  They 
explained to me that they had received 3 other inquiries and would be meeting with these individuals the next day.  I was 
also informed that Norm and Joy's home seldom has a vacancy. 
 

This was enormous pressure.  Which facility should I choose? 
 

I had already scheduled everything for the move to DL.  If I chose the Pelican home, I would have to change 
everything!  Norm and Joy told me that they had a great deal of experience managing Adult Foster Care Homes. 
 

I had to decide what was Best for Carl.  Was Jesus entering in and trying to show me a New and Better path to follow for 
Carl?  I believe He was! 
 

The DL facility had a similar layout as the Fergus Patriot only more residents (10 -vs- 6).  It was a locked facility so he would 
be safe.  However, Carl hated the Fergus Patriot because of limited socialization with other residents and no outings as 
compared with the Pelican home.  He would basically be in the same facility layout at DL except for the number of residents 
and wouldn't Carl hate this facility as well?  Carl is an outdoor person.  I believe he would prefer the Pelican home if he 
wasn't able to return to his Elizabeth home at this time. 
 

I called Carl's sister, Diane Thorson, and informed her about the Pelican home.  Diane talked to Joy and afterwards I made 
the decision.  Carl would be moving to the Pelican home!  I hoped Carl would do well at his new home and learn to like it 
there and not want to leave.  The Pelican home has ways of securing the home too plus there are many more individuals 
around to monitor Carl's needs and whereabouts. 
 

Norm and Joy wanted Carl to move in immediately.  We decided we would try to make Friday, November 24th (day after 
Thanksgiving) to be the move date if I could reschedule everything. 
 

That date was available for the movers, I had that day off from work as there was no school on that Friday after Thanksgiving 
and calling DL and Fergus Patriot with the decision change all worked out.  Amazing! 
 

The moving date to the Pelican home would be Friday, November 24th (Black Friday). 
 

We felt that it would be better for Carl not to be around when the movers arrived.  Diane and husband Doug picked up Carl 
at 9:30 a.m. from the Fergus Patriot and took him to the Viking Cafe for breakfast.  Carl hasn't been there in months and I 
knew he would enjoy seeing many of his friends there and they would appreciate seeing Carl since the accident. 
 

In the meantime, I met the movers at 9:45 a.m.  I packed up all Carl's personal belongings while the movers gathered all of 
Carl's room furniture into the van. 
 

Timing was of the essence.  I purposely scheduled a hair cut appointment for Carl at 11 a.m. because that would give me 
and the movers more time to pack up Carl's belongings. 
 

Some of Carl's furniture was not needed for his room at the Pelican home.  A hospital bed with a better mattress was already 
in his room along with end tables, lamps, chest of drawers and desk.  What a blessing that was!   
 

All of Carl's furniture was moved to our home in Elizabeth except for his lift chair and hospital bed portable tray stand which 
would be moved to the Pelican home for Carl's room. 



 

I called Diane just before we left Elizabeth for Pelican.  It turns out Carl had his hair cut and they were just hopping onto I94 
from Fergus to the Pelican home.  We were just ahead of them by a few minutes.  Talk about timing! 
 

I called Norm and told him we would be arriving soon.  They were anxiously awaiting Carl's arrival. 
 

The movers arrived and they had to be a little creative in getting Carl's lift chair into the elevator.  Just how many homes 
have elevators?  Jesus knew! 
 

Carl was kept busy meeting and visiting with Norm, Joy, the staff and the other residents while I signed the necessary papers 
and moved and unpacked Carl's belongings into his bedroom and bathroom.  Carl even took a short nap on his bed while I 
was unpacking. 
 

I was invited to have dinner with everyone as I was still finishing up unpacking.  It was so nice to be a part of such a nice 
family.  By the way, Norm and Joy had a cooking show for a few years on cable TV!  I remembered them and the TV 
show.  What a coincidence?  A plan from Jesus! 
 

Carl loves to cook and the home has a huge kitchen with all the cooking appliances imaginable.  I hope Carl will take 
advantage of this kitchen and his cooking abilities in the future. 
 

Also, the home has a huge 2 tiered level patio overlooking Crystal Lake.  In the summer, a good majority of the meals are 
prepared on the patio large grill.  What a delightful space to relax and watch the lake activity for the residents! 
 

Carl will be having physical and occupational therapy in Pelican Rapids twice a week in the future.  It turns out that another 
resident goes there twice a week also. 
 

The home will provide transportation to and from Carl's Fergus and Pelican appointments.  I can simply meet Carl at the 
appointments and not have to take more time off of work to pick him up and return him to a facility. 
 

It will take some time for Carl to adjust to his new Pelican home.  I am feeling better that he will be in a family home with 
people who really care about each resident.  This will give me some time to rest and get caught up at home. 
 

This Thanksgiving time has really been one to be "thankful" for.  Never give up on Jesus!  You never know when or how 
Jesus will guide you. 
 

For a long time, I was pretty bitter at Jesus.  How could he let this happen to Carl being a Good Samaritan for someone 
else?  Carl was always being a Good Samaritan for others too in the past.  He was about to totally retire from his business 
and he looked forward to traveling and spending more time together with me and family. 
 

Carl loved his Elizabeth home and location and took pride in his yard.  Carl thought the world of his dog, Cha-Cha the 
Chihuahua and our other 2 dogs, Schatzie and Molly. 
 

But then I realized that Carl could have died from this accident.  Jesus allowed him to live!  Carl could have been paralyzed 
from the fall like many others, but Jesus didn't allow that to happen!  Carl could have lived and ended up in a sort of 
vegetable state, but Jesus didn't allow that to happen either! 
 

I am so thankful that at least Carl is alive and able to communicate with me.  He has recovered from his shattered broken 
ankle and can walk.  He seems to remember most people, but is still somewhat confused at times.  I know this TBI will take 3 
to 4 years before we will know what the rest of Carl's future will hold. 
 

This is where Jesus provided Neuro Chiropractor Dr. Ala Smith of Smith Family Chiropractic in Fergus Falls to me and what 
a blessing she has been to us. 
 

Dr. Ala Smith not only specializes in chiropractic, but she is a state of the art Neuro Chiropractor dealing with brain injuries 
and concussions.  She has patients drive from as far as Dickinson, ND and other Western ND cities just to see her. 
 

I learned about Dr. Ala Smith from the Fergus KBRF 1250 AM radio station after Carl's return home from Red Wing, MN.  Dr. 
Ala was being interviewed as one of the local chiropractors and she was describing all of the different areas her and her 
husband specialize in. 
 

When I heard she specialized in traumatic brain injuries and concussions, I immediately contacted her office for an 
appointment for Carl.  What are the odds of having such a specialist in Fergus Falls?  Jesus knew! 
 

Carl has been attending almost twice a week appointments with Dr. Ala since September.  Carl has been showing progress, 
but still has a long journey ahead of him.  Dr. Ala sees so much promise in Carl and his appointments will continue.   
 

We need to remember nobody knows what the future holds for us from one day to another.  We only have to remember that 
whatever happens, Jesus is in control!  Put your faith in him always.  You may never know the path, but trust in Him.  I can 
truly speak from experience! 
 

If you would like to visit Carl or send him a card, his NEW home address is: 
 
Carl Rocholl 
c/o Norman & Joy Westby 
45143 Crystal Hills Drive 
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 
Norman & Joy Westby - 701.212.5294 
 
Thank you for the continued prayers for Carl and me.  Please keep them coming.  We have so much Hope! 
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Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



DECEMBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
9:00 am:  Confirmation,  Sunday 
School program rehearsal, High 
School Round & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy  
Communion followed by Coffee   
Fellowship 

4 
 
 
 
6:30 pm: 
Truth Project 

5 
 
 
 
7:00 pm:   
Council meets 

6 
8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm:  The Foundry meets  
for supper, worship and games 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

7 8 9 
9:00-11:30 am:  
Sunday School  
Program dress and 
technical rehearsal 
and lunch 

10 
8:30 am:  Sunday School pro-
gram rehearsal 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, High 
School Round & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Sunday School Christ-
mas Program followed by a POT-
LUCK  

11 12 13 
8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  The Grace Concert Series  
Presents…. 

The Prairie Doves 

14 
10:00 am:   
GLW meets  
followed by a pot 
luck dinner 

15 16 

17 
9:00 am:  Confirmation,  Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by   
Coffee Fellowship 

Last day to donate items  
for Toys for Tots 

18 19 20 
8:00 am:  Bible Study  
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm:  The Foundry meets  
for their Christmas party 
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

21 22 23 

24 
10:00 am:  Worship  
 
4:30 pm:  Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service 

25 
10:00 am:  Christmas 
Matins Worship  
11:00 am-1:00 pm:  
Community Friendship 
Christmas Dinner 

Merry Christmas 

26 27 
 
 
High School Bonus Round TBD 

28 
8:30 am:   
Stephens Ministry 
Peer Supervision 
Group Meets  

29 
 

30 

31 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee Fellowship 

      

                     Rena out of the office until the 12th 


