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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
 

Sunday Worship (Starting 9/10/17):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pr. Brad… 
 
Authority  
 

 
 

“Authority” simply defined is, “the right and 
power to command.”  Life would be chaos 
without authority. The parent must have 
authority over the child, the teacher must 
have authority over the classroom, the boss 
must have authority over the project, and 
law enforcement must have authority over 
the streets.  
 
But authority is a double-edged sword isn’t 
it? We know all-too-well what happens 
when the person or institution holding “the 
right and power to command” uses authority 
for something other than the common good. 
Frankly speaking, our suspicion of authority 
has been brought to us, not so much by our 
instinctive drive to do what we want to do 
(although this is a real problem) but our 
view of authority has been blackened by the 
soot of abuse. 
 

Our biggest problem with authority is 
wrapped up in human corruption and 
selfishness. There are few things more 
repulsive as when those placed in positions 
of authority think that the betterment of 
themselves is the purpose for their 
authority. When this happens, the old adage 
becomes painfully true – “Power corrupts, 
and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” 
 

A striking example of the corrupting power 
of absolute authority can be seen in the life 
of the late Mao Zedong – the founder and 
longest ruling premier of the People’s 
Republic of China (he ruled communist 
China from 1943 to1976). In a book entitled,  

 
The Private Life of Chairman Mao, written 
by Dr. Li Zhisui, Mao’s personal physician of 
21 years, what was known for years by 
western intelligence agencies was 
confirmed; Mao lived like an emperor.  
 

This is especially striking when one 
remembers that Chairman Mao founded 
communist China on the principles of a 
classless society where everyone has all 
things in common. Yet, because of his 
absolute power, Chairman Mao lived in 
numerous luxurious villas scattered 
throughout China, traveling between them in 
a private train in which the railroad cars 
resembled mini palaces. He possessed a 
personal harem and ate like a king while his 
people lived in poverty. Chairman Mao, 
corrupted by his great power, was out-of-
touch with those living under his authority.  
 

But this is the human stain isn’t it? We see it 
all the way back to the Garden of Eden 
when our first parents took their God-given 
authority to rule over their surroundings, and 
turned it upon themselves. They ate the 
forbidden fruit in an attempt to take what 
only God could give them. This self-
centered way of thinking has been passed 
down to each of us as their descendants. 
There’s a little Chairman Mao in all of us. 
 

Yet, in Jesus Christ, God’s Son and our 
Brother, we see One who possesses 
absolute and complete authority who is not 
corrupted by it. One who is so powerful and 
authoritative that He simply speaks and by 
the sheer power of His word things 
physically change. Yet, unlike human 
authorities, this Person of absolute authority 
always uses His “right and power to 
command” to benefit others. Note Jesus’ 
description of His mission to us, 
 

For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45) 

 

We have the shelter of His power and 
authority in a troubled world. He is God’s gift 
to the powerless! To God be the glory! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
January 9, 2018 
 
Vice President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on January 9, 
2018, at 7:10 P.M. in the chapel. 

Also present were council members Joe Gerold, Jim Klitzke (via phone from Arizona), Kim Pederson (via Skype from 
Texas), Rachel Ronnevik, and John Wright, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council 
members Karen Nelson and Phyllis Rossow were absent. 

Pastor Brad led devotions from Psalm 73 and prayer. 

Following Ronnevik’s motion and Wright’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Gerold moved to approve the secretary’s report, and Wright seconded this motion, which carried on vote. 

The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Pederson’s motion and Gerold’s second. As of December 31, the General 
Fund balance was $13,706.77, the Major Maintenance Fund balance was $11,776.91, the Concert/Mission of the Month 
Fund balance was $3,067.70, and the Building Expansion Fund balance was $21,040.00. 

Following discussion, consensus was that salary for audiovisual services at concerts will be paid out of the Concert Fund. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; meetings with the church council, The Foundry 
youth group, the Pelican Rapids Ministerial group, Grace Lutheran Women, the Pelican Rapids Food Shelf, and Grace 
ministry staff; Wednesday morning Bible studies and Prayer Group; attending Sunday School Christmas program 
practice, the Grace concert, choir practice, and the Grace Community Friendship Christmas Dinner; planning and 
conducting two memorial services; changing the church sign; and setting up the chapel for Sunday class and choir 
practice, including signage indicating that, when equipment is removed or rearranged, the chapel must be put back in 
order for its weekly uses. Pastor Brad also discussed commitment to the high school student Winter Weekend at 
Inspiration Point in February, High School Round on Sunday mornings, and High School Bonus Round the fourth 
Wednesday of each month; the start of the Lenten season on Ash Wednesday, February 14; and First Communion 
classes beginning February 21 with about six students. 

Old business: 
Pederson moved to approve changes to the Facility Support job description and Property and Maintenance Committee 
description. Klitzke seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 

Council members reviewed a copy of the letter sent to Mike Jessen and his company to thank them for their technical 
assistance with our church’s LED lighting retrofit. 

Ripley reported on the Sanctuary Seating Committee’s information-gathering meeting held on December 13 with a vendor 
as well as several other interested members of our congregation. Information will be presented at the congregational 
annual meeting on January 28. Those in attendance will have the opportunity to express their preferences regarding pews 
and/or chairs. 

Pederson reported that the October mission of the month resulted in a successful Christmas celebration at the Anne 
Carlsen Center for Children. She thanked everyone for their support. 

New business: 
Gerold moved to accept the 2018 Grace Lutheran annual meeting ballot with thanks to the Nominating Committee 
composed of Dave Ripley and Phil Johnson and Council Representative John Wright. Ronnevik seconded the motion, 
and it passed on vote. 

The council will serve the March 7 Lenten service meal. 

Council members discussed a new copier for the church office because the current copier is experiencing problems. 
Pederson moved to authorize Office Secretary Rena Kubitz to proceed with negotiating a contract with MARCO, a 
different company, for more favorable terms. Gerold seconded this motion, and it passed on vote. 

Gerold moved to designate the Pelican Rapids Food Shelf as mission of the month for February. Ronnevik seconded this 
motion, and it carried on vote. Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Pelican Rapids, is mission of the month for January. 

Wright moved to adjourn, Gerold seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Nelson provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for Tuesday, February 13, 2018, at 7 P.M. in 
the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 

Secretary 

 



3  -Ben Honrud 
7 -Danielle Grunewald 
8 -Derek Tollefson 
 -Paul Nelson 
9 -Doug Motz 
 -Evan Kubitz 
 -Peter  Ronnevik 
10 -Roger Rossum 
 -Ryder Noble 
11 -Shaun Ripley  
 -David Motz  
 -Cassie Nelson  
 -Andrea Ricard 
12 -Daryl Stadum  
 -Nicholas Anderson 
 -Reid Norgren 
  -Janna Gerold  
13 -Hailey Peasley 
 -Ole Nelson  
14 -Liala Nordling 
 -Anna Soenksen 
15 -Bernice Haarstick 
17 -Amie Chouinard 
 -Ava Martin 
18 -Toni Rossow 
 -Aiden Michaelson 
19 -Lincoln Haiby 
 -Ernie Kubitz 
20 -Dale Gilbertson 
 -Jon Mayfield 
21 -David Ripley 
 -Colleen LaPoint 
 -Joseph Gerold 
22 -Ryan Melkert 
 -Sherri Peterson 
23 -Carol Ripley 
 -Marty Soenksen 
 -Pr Drew Nelson 
24 -Sarah Nehk 
25 -Greta Tollefson 
 -Amanda Aaberg 
26    -Lucy Stadum 
28 -Barbara Schaible 
 

March Gaze
e Deadline:  

February  21st  

SIMPLY GIVING 

Thrivent for Lutherans offers SIMPLY GIVING, 
an automated giving program designed to help 
you conveniently and consistently contribute to 
your church. 

Your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your designated bank account 
or credit card.  You determine the frequency of 
your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly – the option is yours.  Your gift is depos-
ited into your church’s bank account on the 
same day it is withdrawn from your account – at 
no cost to you or your church. 

SIMPLY GIVING is a reliable, safe way to move 
your stewardship plan into action.  Because your 
gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play 
“catch up” at year-end or worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 

But you are not the only one that benefits.  Your 
congregation benefits from steady, more predict-
able revenues throughout the year, more effi-
cient bookkeeping and greater confidence in 

meeting its financial commitments. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this 
electronic giving program, contact Lucy Stadum, 
our church’s SIMPLY GIVING representative. 

Thank you to the GLW for remembering us with a 
Christmas box and also for the Christmas plant they gave 
Arlan at the home. 

Special thanks to all who helped serve lunch for the  
funeral. 
   Arlan Weiss family 
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If you would like a copy of our Annual Report, 

copies are available here at the church or you 

can call the office if you need one sent to you. 

 DVD copies of services  

are available 

on the table in the Nathex or 

contact the church office! 

Mother, Daughter and Other 

Luncheon 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 

11:00 am 

 

We are looking for anyone who would be 

interested in decora�ng a table.  We have 

16 tables available.  You would supply the 

dishes and the tablecloth (silverware pro-

vided).  Choose your own theme! 

Contact Debbie Bergren at 218-731-6468 

if you are interested. 

 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
December 31, 2017 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, December 1, 2017                                      $9,391.00 

December Receipts                                                  $19,229.58 

December Disbursements                                     ($14,913.81) 

Balance December 31, 2017                                   $13,706.77   

  

Average Attendance (5 services)                                   179 
 

  

  

Mission Receipts ~ “The Salvation Army”                  $704.00 

Wednesday Concert – The Praire Doves                    $582.00 

  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, December 1, 2017                                   $13,115.00 

December Receipts                                                   $ 7,925.00 

December Disbursements                                       ($         .00) 

Balance, December 31, 2017                                 $21,040.00 

  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, December 1, 2017                                    $10,776.91 

December Receipts                                                   $  1,000.00 

December Disbursements                                        ($         .00) 

Balance, December 31, 2017                                   $11,776.91 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, December 1, 2017                                       $2,927.20 

December Receipts                                                      $2,086.00 

December Disbursements                                        ($1,945.50) 

Balance, December 31, 2017                                      $3,067.70 

 
Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 
 
 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
Decemeber 14, 2017 

 
The GLW did not meet in January. 
 

Next meeting is February 15, 2018 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

FEBRUARY LIBRARY CORNER  
February is the month we especially want to show the “one we love” how 
devoted we are to him or her. We look for the perfect card, bake the 
perfect dessert, go to a favorite restaurant, or buy that very special gift.  
But have you ever considered how to show God that you love Him? 
Books in the 240-249 Dewey Decimal Classification category of “Christian 
Practice and Observance” – in our library labeled “Christian Life”—is 
where you need to look.  This category includes books about Christian 
moral and devotional theology (240), Christian ethics (241), Devotional 
literature (242), Christian experience, practice, life (248), Christian 
observances in family life (249). We have enough books in this category 
that we will highlight “Christian moral/ethics and devotional” books this 
month and “Christian experience, practice, and life” next month, and 
resources for Christian families the following month. 
 

Some examples of books we have for this month’s subcategories are 
(240) Sons of Encouragement: Five Stories of Faithful Men  Who 
Changed Eternity  by Francine Rivers, (241) Counterfeit Gods: The 
Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the On ly Hope that 
Matters by Timothy Keller, and (242) From My Heart to Yours: 
Devotionals to Inspire Women to Live for God  by Gloria Gibbs. You 
will find these and other devotional books on the top center shelf of our 
library.  For a complete listing of GLC Library books on the Christian Life 
please see our library page on the church website.   
 

John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” 
 

Paulette Haddock~Grace Librarian 

FEBRUARY MISSION  

OF THE MONTH 
THE PELICAN RAPIDS FOOD SHELF 

 

March is the official food shelf drive 
month. Various agencies and 
endowments such as the Feinstein 
Foundation use March as their test 
month to determine allocations. This 
means that the more donations we 
receive in March, the more money we 
are allocated! Therefore, if you are 
planning on giving to the Pelican 
Rapids Food Shelf, March is by far 
the best time to give. The best way 
to give is by cash donation as we are 
able to purchase food for 16¢ a 
pound. 

Donations in February will be given 

to the Food Shelf in March 

GLW News! 
Grace Lutheran Women has a Facebook 
page!  You can find it on Facebook at Grace 

Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & 

Friends.  We will be posting notifications, 
updates and other fun stuff so be sure to 
check it out and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow” us!  The 
GLW also can our new email at 
gracelutheranwomen@gmail.com 
  

 
If you are interested in learning more about 

membership at Grace Lutheran, please contact Pr. Brad  
218-205-5608 

bradbygrace@gmail.com 



FEBRUARY 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy  
Communion followed by Coffee   
Fellowship 

5 
 
 
 
6:30 pm: 
Truth Project 
Video series 

6 7      
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00pm:  Choir Practice   

8 9 10 

11 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Board 
Member Installation followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

12 
 
 
6:30 pm: 
Truth Project 
Video series 

13 
 
 
7:00 pm:   
Council meets 

14  ASH WEDNESDAY    VALENTINE’S DAY 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word  with Devotional at 6:30 
7:00 pm:  Bruce Nelson with Loy  
Larson and special guests 

15 
9:00 am:   
GLW meets 

16 17 

18 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

19 20 21 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
5:30-6:15 pm:  1st Communion Class 
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word  with Devotional at 6:30 
5:45 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  

22 
8:30 am: 
Stephens  
Ministry 
 
5:45 pm: 
Staff mtg 

23 24 

25 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

26 27 28 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
5:30-6:15 pm:  1st Communion Class 
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word  with Devotional at 6:30 
7:00pm:  Choir Practice   
7:00 pm:  High School Bonus Round 

   

Ipoint Senior High Weekend 


