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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:    10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Adult Bible Study:   9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



Rev. Brad J. Soenksen         
Grace Lutheran Church, LCMC 

Erhard, MN  
 
2018 Annual Pastor’s Report for Grace Lutheran Chur ch 
 
Growing in Grace 
 

We don’t usually talk about things growing in January; rather, things are cold, quiet, 
motionless, and well, frozen! This of course, applies to things organic and green, but not 
to what God is doing in His kingdom. I have to admit, I was a bit taken back when I 
looked at the latest Grace Membership number of 579 baptized members. The Lord has 
brought us another year of growth – growth in membership, attendance, ministry, giving, 
and budget. These growth categories are tangible; we can see them. But we must 
remember that they are like the tip of an iceberg, seen above the surface when there is 
also growth underneath – what I would call “heart growth.” This growth is just as real as 
the visible parts, and truth be told, it makes the visible parts a reality by generating them.   
 

Our “heart growth” is what has encouraged me the most about this past year. It’s the 
willingness of people to participate in church life, whether it’s serving at a concert, a 
funeral, a church dinner, a visitation, or a bazaar; serving in a class room, a prayer room, 
a board room, or kitchen; serving by maintaining the cleanliness, beauty, and function of 
our building and grounds; serving by opening a home or property to house volunteers 
and entertain our youth.  And at the very base of it all is the way you show up each 
Sunday to encourage one another in our community of faith and love. 
 

As I look back on my 8½ years at Grace, I can see steady growth in our numbers and in 
our hearts. But, I have to confess, when I first saw “579,” I said to myself, “I wish our 
Sunday morning worship attendance was even half of that.” So, rather than sitting back 
and marveling at our membership number, let’s see it as an opportunity to increase the 
“heart growth” of our congregation. And, this is where we all get to play a part. Let me 
explain: Did you know that according to recent studies, the reason that over 80% of 
people who start attending church do so because they were invited by a friend?  This is 
significant when compared to the results of an invitation by a pastor which works about 
5% of the time and general advertising at 2%. So, as we look to 2019, is there someone 
from our 579 members, or from our community, that you could pray for and then invite to 
church? You can also help them out with 3 basic questions often asked by church 
visitors – “Will I know anyone?” “Where should I sit?” “How should I dress?” 
 

As we look to the next year, I am confident in what God is doing among us as He 
continues filling our hearts with the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ.  And as we live 
together in this faith community called “Grace,” we will experience even more “heart 
growth” when we together seek to glorify our Lord.  Whatever we do or try to do this next 
year, if our hearts are centered on the desire to bring Him glory, we will experience His 
growth within us as a community, and as individuals. We’ve had a good year; let’s give 
glory where glory is due, to the Lord of our church Jesus Christ.  He is the one supplying 
us with the grace for our “heart growth” as our theme verses states, 
 

Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:24) 

 

To God be the Glory, 
Pr. Brad Soenksen 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
January 8, 2019 
 
President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on January 
8, 2019, at 6:10 P.M. in the chapel and read our church’s proposed mission statement, which will be discussed at 
our congregation’s January 27 annual meeting: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Other council members present included Duane Haiby, Karen Nelson, Phyllis Rossow, and Bruce Schaible; Jim 
Klitzke and Kim Pederson joined the meeting via cell phone. Also attending were Pastor Brad Soenksen and 
Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council members Cheryl Rotz and Rachel Ronnevik were absent. 

Pastor Brad led the council in devotions and prayer. 

Following Nelson’s motion and Schaible’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Schaible moved to approve the minutes of the December meeting, Nelson seconded this motion, and it carried 
on vote. 

The December treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Haiby’s motion and Schaible’s second. As of 
December 31, 2018, the General Fund checking account balance was $23,498.62, the Major Maintenance Fund 
balance was $11,766.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance was $30,230.00, and the Concert/Mission of the 
Month Fund balance was $5,237.84. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included leading Wednesday morning Bible studies; meeting with the 
Grace Prayer Team, the Pelican Rapids Ministerial group, The Foundry youth group, two fellow pastors (one 
regarding a possible youth summer mission trip to Idaho), Grace quilters, and the Grace Council; attending the 
Grace Concert and choir practice; delivering toys to the Salvation Army; conducting the Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Matins services; helping with the Christmas Community Dinner; planning and conducting a 
visitation/prayer service, funeral, and committal; and numerous visitations. He mentioned that there would be no 
concert in January (situation to be monitored) and the Men’s Ham Dinner that’s scheduled for February 2 with 
proceeds to be divided equally between the Thailand Mission and the Sanctuary Seating Fund. 

Old business: 
The council discussed showing the video about our Thailand mission to the congregation prior to the January 27 
annual meeting at which the more concise mission statement will be presented with a recommendation that the 
longer and more thorough mission statement be our vision statement. 

Following council review, Haiby moved to approve the proposed 2019 budget for submittal at the annual meeting. 
Nelson seconded this motion, and it passed on vote. 

New business: 
Upon asking that all committees be named as such and that the Cemetery Committee be designated as 
Bagstevold Cemetery Association on the ballot, Rossow made a motion to accept the Nominating Committee’s 
proposed ballot for the annual meeting. Haiby seconded the motion, and it carried on vote. 

Consensus was to designate the Pelican Rapids Food Shelf as mission of the month for February to take 
advantage of March matching funds. January’s mission of the month is the Pelican Rapids Emergency Fund. 

Nelson moved to adjourn; Schaible seconded the motion, which carried on vote; and this meeting closed at 7 
P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, February 
12, 2019, in the chapel. 

As ushers for January, Nelson and Rossow provided refreshments. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
December 31, 2018 

 
GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, December 1, 2018                                                      $     -799.22 

December Receipts                                                                    $ 44,179.00  

December Disbursements                                                       ($19,881.16) 

Balance December 31, 2018                                                     $23,498.62 
  

Average Attendance (6 services)                                                   160 
 

Mission Receipts ~ “The Salvation Army”                                   $940.25 

Wednesday Concert – The Kingery Family                              $1,025.00 

  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, December 1, 2018                                                     $21,890.00 

December Receipts                    $  8,540.00 

December Disbursements                                                        ($   200.00) 

Balance, December 31, 2018                                                   $30,230.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, December 1, 2018                                                     $11,756.14 

December Receipts                                                                   $            .00 

December Disbursements                                                      ($           .00) 

Balance, December 31, 2018                                                  $11,756.14 

 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, December 1, 2018                                                      $4,929.86 

December Receipts                                                                    $1,965.25 

December Disbursements                                                       ($1,657.27) 

                                                  

Balance, December 31, 2018                                                    $5,237.84 

 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes  
 

The GLW does not meet in January.  Next meeting is 
February 21, 2019. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

 

 

FEBRUARY LIBRARY CORNER 
We have wonderful movies for children of all 

ages.  Movies for the younger children are on the last 

movie shelf.  The Story of Jesus is His life “as seen 

through the eyes of children who might have lived during 

the time Jesus lived on earth.” The Miracles of Jesus as 

an animated movie about some of his miracles. Two of 

the movies are based on literary classics: The Legend of 

the Three Trees and Charlotte’s Web.  The whole family 

will enjoy them. Three more movies the family will enjoy 

are the Veggie Tales King George and the Ducky, The 

Star of Christmas and Larry Learns to Listen.  Popular 

author, Max Lucado has created two movies about a 

caterpillar that teach important lessons: Hermie: A 

Common Caterpillar and Milo: The Mantis Who 

Wouldn’t Pray. Another movie for young children is The 

Seventh Brother from Feature Films for Families. 

Movies for upper elementary and young teens 

are on the shelf just below the adult movies.  Heroes are 

important in the development of character, and we have 

several movies about real people who displayed faith and 

courage: The Martin Luther Story,  Soul Surfer: The 

Incredible True story of Bethany Hamilton, The Pistol: 

The Amazing True Childhood Story of Pete Maravich, 

basketball great, Letters to God: The story of an eight-

year-old boy facing a “daily battle against cancer,” and 

Seven Alone: The true story of “seven brave children 

journey to the Old West alone.” The Voyage of the Dawn 

Treader is based on the C. S. Lewis classic of the same 

name. Three movies relating scientific facts that give 

glory to God for His amazing creating are Six Short Days, 

One Big Adventure and Incredible Creatures that Defy 

Evolution, Vol. II and III. The last movie is Home at Last 

about a young orphan boy from Feature Films for 

Families. 

The new books will be on the lower left shelf instead of 

the center top where they are easier to reach. 
 

Paulette Haddock~Grace Librarian 

FEBRUARY 2019  

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

THE PELICAN RAPIDS  

FOOD SHELF 

 

February 2019 Health Note from The Welcome Place 
 

February is observed as American Heart month, a nationally 

recognized month to focus on the prevention and treatment of 

heart disease. 
 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death in both men and 

women causing 1 in 4 deaths.  
 

The good news is that heart disease can often be prevented 

when people make healthy choices and manage their health 

conditions, especially those that affect heart function. 

Communities, health providers, and families can work together 

to create opportunities for people to make healthier choices. 

Some simple ideas include: 

-Encourage small changes, like using spices on food instead of 

salt. 

-Make physical activity a part of every day. Even 10 minutes of 

focused activity 3 times a day adds up quickly to the 

recommended daily 30 minutes of exercise. 

- Control Blood Pressure, diabetes, cholesterol, and any other 

systemic illness that could affect your heart. An example of 

other systemic diseases affecting the heart are rheumatoid 

arthritis, lupus, blood diseases, etc. 

-Quit smoking. Utilize a support group, patches, gum, or 

whatever would help. 

-Try to control your weight to keep it within a range that your 

health care provider says is acceptable for you. 

For other changes that may help you, visit with your healthcare 

provider and follow their suggestions. 

 



 
3 -Ben Honrud 
4 -Terry Pauli 
7 -Danielle Grunewald 
8 -Derek Tollefson 
9 -Doug Motz 
 -Evan Kubitz 
 -Peter Ronnevik 
10 -Roger Rossum 
 -Ryder Noble 
11 -Shaun Ripley  
 -David Motz  
 -Cassie Nelson 
 -Andrea Nelson 
12 -Daryl Stadum  
 -Nicholas Anderson 
 -Reid Norgren 
  -Janna Gerold  
13 -Hailey Peasley 
 -Ole Nelson  
14 -Liala Nordling 
 -Anna Soenksen 
15  -Bernice Haarstick 
17 -Amie Chouinard 
 -Ava Martin 
18 -Toni Rossow 
 -Aiden Michaelson 
19 -Lincoln Haiby 
 -Ernie Kubitz 
20 -Arlene Weiss 
 -Dale Gilbertson 
 -Jon Mayfield 
21 -David Ripley 
 -Colleen LaPoint 
 -Joseph Gerold 
22 -Ryan Melkert 
 -Sherri Peterson 
23 -Carol Ripley 
 -Marty Soenksen 
 -Julia Weiss 
24 -Sarah Nehk 
25 -Greta Tollefson 
 -Amanda Aaberg 
26    -Lucy Stadum 
28  -Barbara Schaible 

March 2019 Gaze�e  

Deadline:  

February 25, 2019 

If you’ve been inadvertently 

missed on the birthday con-

gratulation to share, please 

notify the church office at: 

(218)842-5205 or 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

SIMPLY GIVING 

Thrivent for Lutherans offers SIMPLY GIVING, 
an automated giving program designed to help 
you conveniently and consistently contribute to 
your church. 

Your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your designated bank account 
or credit card.  You determine the frequency of 
your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly – the option is yours.  Your gift is depos-
ited into your church’s bank account on the 
same day it is withdrawn from your account – at 
no cost to you or your church. 

SIMPLY GIVING is a reliable, safe way to move 
your stewardship plan into action.  Because your 
gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play 
“catch up” at year-end or worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 

But you are not the only one that benefits.  Your 
congregation benefits from steady, more predict-
able revenues throughout the year, more effi-
cient bookkeeping and greater confidence in 

meeting its financial commitments. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this 
electronic giving program, contact Lucy Stadum, 
our church’s SIMPLY GIVING representative. 
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     To my Grace Lutheran Church 
family for all of your thoughts, 
prayers, cards, and comforting 
words. Also, to Pr. Brad for all 
he did and to the GLW Group II 
for serving the memorial.   

     It was all very much appreciated 

     Donna Johnson and family 

 

If you would like a copy of our Annual      

Report, copies are available here at the 

church or you can call the office                     

if you need one sent to you. 

 

 DVD copies of services 

are available 

on the Nathex or  

contact the  

church office! 



2019 Missional Musings                                                                by Rachel Ronnevik 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 

worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

You just read our new Mission Statement!  What stands out to you as you read it and ponder it?  Does it 

speak to you personally as a member of Grace Lutheran Church? 

The word “strives” really stands out to me. According to Webster’s Dictionary, strive means to “make 

great effort and try very hard.”  The word “strive” evokes the need for action.  Can I say that I make 

great efforts and try very hard to be a welcoming member of my church family?  Maybe.  Sometimes. 

Even the sound of the word ”strive” makes me think of the need to work for improvement and put forth 

hard work. It’s a word that encompasses desire, patience, boldness, determination.  It isn’t a word that 

demands perfection, but rather a putting forth effort to try—and try again when we fail. 

Striving pushes me outside of my comfort zone—perhaps to sit in a different place for Sunday worship, 

to seek out visitors, to join a new group of people during the fellowship time, to participate in a new 

church activity or personally invite someone I don’t know well to join me for coffee or lunch or to my 

home for a visit.  Striving may even lead me to reach out to someone on the fringes, someone a little 

different—maybe a Zacchaeus or a beat-up “outcast” in the ditch.  Striving may inconvenience me and 

cause others, even within my family, to raise their eyebrows at me. 

We only strive for what we believe in, because striving is hard work and may put us in an uncomfortable 

situation. Our striving is futile unless it is done under God’s power and for his purposes. As Grace Church 

Council worked to build a mission statement, we discussed and pondered what is worth striving for and 

how we can concisely write a statement that includes those aspects most important to us as followers of 

Jesus. We noted the verbs we used.  We sought input from the congregation.  We decided to print our 

mission statement at the top of every monthly meeting agenda and include it in our topics of 

conversation. 

Think about posting our Grace Mission Statement where you can read it daily.  In your quiet time, 

ponder these verses from Scripture that relate to our mission statement:  Deut. 6:4-9, Matt. 28:19-20, 

Mark 10:43-45, Luke 10:27, I Thess. 5:17, and Heb. 10:24-25. 

“Did we in our own strength confide our striving would be losing; 

Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 

Lord Sabbath his Name, from age to age the same, and he must win the battle.” 

 

A Mighty Fortress 

Martin Luther 

 

Guide me in my strivings, Lord. May I strive as You direct me. You know my spheres of influence, my 

gifts and my shortcomings.  Give me the desire I need to strive where you place me, and where you 

nudge me.  Amen. 
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YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
Lindsay Milbeck 
Brittney LaPoint   (218)770-2117 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
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CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
Jerry Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

Men's Ham Dinner          
4:30 - 7:00 pm       

Everyone Welcome!    
Foundry Rock-n-Bowl  9:30 

to midnight

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

9:00 am -Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:   Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by coffee 
fellowship 6:30 pm:   Women's 

Bible Study at 
Rachel Ronnevik's

8:00 am:   Bible Study                 
9:15 am:   Prayer Fellowship        
6:00-8:00pm:   Foundry meets   
7:00 pm:   Choir Practice                

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

9:00 am-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am :  Worship with 
installation of new board 
members followed by coffee 
fellowship 

6:00 pm:   GLC 
Council meets

8:00 am:   Bible Study                 
9:15 am:   Prayer Fellowship        
7:00 pm:  The Grace Concert 
Series presents:                    

9:00 am:   GLW meets

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

9:00 am -Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:   Worship followed 
by coffee fellowship 

6:30 pm:   Women's 
Bible Study at 
Rachel Ronnevik's

8:00 am:   Bible Study                 
9:15 am:   Prayer Fellowship        
6:00-8:00pm:   Foundry meets   
7:00 pm:   Choir Practice                

8:30 am:  Stephens 
Ministry meets

24 25 26 27 28 1 2

9:00 am -Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:   Worship followed 
by coffee fellowship 

8:00 am:   Bible Study                 
9:15 am:   Prayer Fellowship         
7:00 pm:   Choir Practice                

February 2019

GLW Quilters meet at 9:30 am 
Monday and Tuesday

The Gospel Train Valentines' Day


