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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
 

Sunday Worship (Starting 9/10/17):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pastor Brad... 
 
Eventually 
 

 
 

We’ve had quite the winter!  We had 
January weather in December, January 
weather in January, even January weather 
in February; and March hasn’t exactly made 
us forget about Old Man Winter either!  We 
are just a little weary of it all.  Will spring 
ever get here?  The most common answer I 
hear to this question is, “Eventually.”  My 
response back is, “What month is that in?”  
Alright, alright, I know; spring will come and 
summer soon behind it. But right now, while 
I’m writing this letter, the church parking lot 
is being plowed out from yesterday’s snow 
and it seems like spring will never come. 
 
Yet, something is happening.  We’ve 
already experienced, as the pie chart at the 
top of the page explains, that warm day 
(maybe two) in March where we were 
shaken out of our pessimism and given a 
glimpse of what is coming.  “Eventually” is 
now close enough for us to stop looking 
back at the snow, the wind, and the cold; 
and start looking forward to our gardens, the 
smell of fresh cut grass, and sitting in our 

lawn chairs wearing shorts and flip flops – 
and maybe even a dip in the lake! 
 
Actually, this feeling of anticipation, while 
waiting out Old Man Winter’s last hanging 
on, is a good way to think about the change 
that is coming to our earthly lives.  To be 
honest with you, we’ve been forced this past 
year to think a lot about the resurrection as 
we’ve said “good bye for now” to some 
beautiful souls from our families, our 
community, and our church fellowship. 
 
So, as you get that tingle under your skin in 
anticipation of the new life that will soon pop 
out at us this spring; think also about that 
awesome and final spring God has 
scheduled for us and the rest of His 
creation.  “Eventually,” is closer than we 
think, and what a change it will be!  So, 
even though we northern folk tend to live in 
the reality of the present, God has gifted us 
with something to dream about. 
 
God’s gift to us is that there is something far 
better waiting for us when the season of our 
here-and-now lives change to the “season” 
of eternity.  And, we are given a beautiful 
glimpse of this change on Easter Sunday.  
There we see the resurrected Jesus walking 
around in His new body; free from the grip 
of death and the pain of suffering.   
 
But we must notice something very 
important when looking at the glory of the 
resurrected Jesus – He still wears the 
marks of the nails.  These marks are God’s 
reminder that the price for our eventual 
freedom from this cold world of sickness, 
aging, and death has been completely paid.  
Once again on Good Friday, we hear Jesus 
proclaim to us, “It is finished!” (John 19:30).  
And may we, like Thomas, when we look at 
the marks of the cross worn by the 
resurrected Jesus, proclaim in wonder, “My 
Lord, and my God!” (John 20:28). 
 
Enjoy the beauty and new life of spring this 
April, and as you’re taking it all in, don’t 
forget to look up in thanks to the God of life 
and resurrection.  To Him be the glory! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
March 13, 2018 
 
President Jeanette Ripley convened the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on March 13, 2018, at 7 P.M. 
in the chapel. 

Also present were council members Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson (via Skype from Texas), Rachel 
Ronnevik, Phyllis Rossow, Cheryl Rotz, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen, Treasurer Lucy Stadum, and 
John Ripley. 

Pastor Brad led devotions, based on Mark 10:32-45, and prayer. 

Following Rossow’s motion and Nelson’s second, the agenda was approved on vote with one addition. 

Pederson moved to approve the February secretary’s report with one correction; Ronnevik seconded this motion, which 
carried on vote. 

With one correction, the treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Klitzke’s motion and Haiby’s second. As of February 28, 
the General Fund checking account balance was $8,298.91, the Major Maintenance Fund balance was $11,726.14, the 
Building Expansion Fund balance remained at $21,235.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was 
$1,340.82. Noting that giving so far this year has been less than anticipated, the council is committed to the approved budget, 
which is right-sized for our church. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; meetings with a staff member, area pastors, the 
Wednesday morning Bible study and Prayer Groups, The Foundry youth group, the Grace Stephen Ministry group, the 
Education Committee, the church council, and meetings regarding membership, baptism, and a wedding; conducting four 
Lenten fellowships, three sessions of first communion instruction, and worship at Riverfront on Main and the Pelican Valley 
Nursing Home in Pelican Rapids; attending the February Grace concert and choir practices; and five vacation days. Pastor 
Brad presented five students for Confirmation on April 29: Kalli Christianson, Jett Kulac, Cadynce Norgren, McKenzie 
McKellips, and Logan Schleske. He reported the possibility of adding a female, Heidi Christopherson, to our youth staff, 
pending interview and background check; her credentials are similar to that of Minister of Youth Tommy Olsen, who has 
offered to split his salary with her. 

Old business: 

Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge will present the worship service on March 18. The group of 43 men requires three risers 
and requests to be fed because they are travelling from the Brainerd area. A separate offering will be received for this group. 
Consensus was to provide a potluck meal that the council will serve. 

Dean Nelson has accepted the Facility Maintenance position. 

New business: 

John Ripley discussed the need to update our church’s wireless networking technology, which originally was designed to 
accommodate one computer while now we have multiple units including computers, a printer, and a sound system. An 
updated Wi-Fi system would provide a good signal throughout the church, which would allow presentations in the fellowship 
hall, capability to live stream worship services, and ability to plug the portal so no one from outside the building could connect 
to our system. Shaun Ripley has agreed to install the updated system without charge, and John Ripley would oversee the 
project. Klitzke made a motion to update our church’s Wi-Fi technology at an approximate cost of $1,000 for equipment. 
Haiby seconded the motion, and it carried on vote. 

J. Ripley discussed the Concert Committee’s multiple responsibilities and the need for more committee members. Due to low 
attendance and weather unpredictability, it was decided to try not holding concerts in January. The council thanked current 
Concert Committee members John Ripley, Karen Rossum, Myrna Skunberg, and Pat Teberg for their work on this mission of 
our church. 

The council discussed how our church promotes evangelism and outreach in accordance with its mission statement, which 
reads: Because of the cross, Jesus calls us to be LITE by Loving all through friendships, Inviting all through faith in Jesus, 
Teaching all to live their faith, and Encouraging all to a deeper faith. Promoting evangelism and outreach is a work in 
progress and will be discussed further at future council meetings. 

Consensus was not to have an insurance review this year. 

Klitzke moved to designate Hannah Peterson as mission of the month for April. Ronnevik seconded this motion, and it carried 
on vote. Hannah has Down Syndrome and heart issues and is the daughter of Tyler and Kelsey (Tysdal) Peterson of Fergus 
Falls. The Grace Caring Fund is mission of the month for March. 

Haiby moved to adjourn; Nelson seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 9:20 P.M. with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

As usher for March, Schaible provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for Tuesday, April 10, 2018, at 7 P.M. in the 
chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow, Secretary 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
February 28, 2018 

 
GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, February 1, 2018                                         $11,031.40 

February Receipts                                                        $  9,683.00 

February Disbursements                                           ($12,415.49) 

Balance February 28, 2018                                         $  8,298.91   

  

Average Attendance (4 services)                                      81 
 

  

Mission Receipts ~ Pelican Rapid Food Shelf             $332.00 

Wednesday Concert – Bruce Nelson & Friends        $140.00 
 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, February 1, 2018                                         $21,235.00 

February Receipts                                                          $          .00 

February Disbursements                                              ($         .00) 

Balance, February 28, 2018                                       $21,235.00 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, February 1, 2018                                          $11,776.91 

February Receipts                                                        $             .00 

February Disbursements                                               ($         .00) 

Balance, February 28, 2018                                        $11,776.91 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, February 1, 2018                                             $2,995.20 

February Receipts                                                            $   784.00 

February Disbursements               ($2,438.38) 

Balance, February 28, 2018                                           $1,340.82 
 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes  
 
Grace Lutheran Women met on March 15, 2018. Welcome and 
Table Prayer and we had brunch with Karen N and Ardis 
serving.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, god id in the 
Laundry Room.  We started our meeting by reading Ephesians 
2.10 on page 4 of our booklets.   
 

Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and placed on 
file.   
 

Old Business: 
• Thank you to Rena for doing the booklets. 
• Seven tables have been delivered and set up.  We’ll 

buy chairs when they are on sale. 
• Mother/Daughter is going well.  I have bought the 

while table clothes and they are here at the church. 
New Business: 

• Thank you to everyone who served the Lenten 
Suppers. 

• Thank you to Karen nelson for agreeing to be on the 
sunshine committee. 

• A motion was made to reimburse the church for the 
booklets.  Karen N made the motion and it was 2nd by 
Sheila. 

• Thank you to Karen N and Ardis for the great brunch. 
 

Volunteers for April are Karen R and Karen N.  Next meeting is 
April 19, 2018. 
 

Birthday and Birthday song, offering and offering song. 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

APRIL LIBRARY CORNER  
Spring! The final collection of books in the 200 Dewey categories are like 
spring, which brings new hope, joy, and expectation. They are a collection 
of many “sights and sounds.” Here are a few titles to catch your attention.  
Although it’s a textbook for chaplains, Coming Alongside has chapters on 
how to minister to those who are dying and grieving, which can be helpful 
to all of us. Growing Up Lutheran: What Does This MEAN? was the 
basis for the hilarious play about “the church basement ladies.” Though 
not as funny as the play, it gives you opportunity to reminisce.  Soul 
Survivor and Ordinary People, Extraordinary Faith will help those 
needing renewal of their faith.  When we think beyond ourselves, we see a 
world in need of the Savior.  One Blood: The Biblical Answer to Racism, 
Daughters of Islam and Is That Really You God? and the books about 
other religions address issues the wider world. Finally, When Christ 
Comes our hopes will be realized! Bring spring into your heart: read a 
book at the end of the “Christian Life” category. 
Next month we’ll look at books specifically for the family.  
 

261: Interreligious relations and attitudes  
263: Days, times, places of religious observance   
264: Public worship/hymn books Stories behind the Best-Loved Songs 
of Christmas 
266: Missions  
267: Associations for Religious Work  (Youth With A Mission) 
269: Spiritual Renewal  
277: Christianity in North America  
284: Protestant denominations    
290s: Other Religions         Paulette Haddock~GLC Librarian 
 

April MISSION  

OF THE MONTH 
 

Hannah Peterson is the daughter of  
Tyler & Kelsey Peterson.  Hannah is 10 months 

old and has endured two heart surgeries  
as well as other health issues.   

She is currently hospitalized at  
Children’s Hospital.    

Donations will go toward medical expenses. 
  

GLW News! 

Grace Lutheran Women has a Facebook 

page!  You can find it on Facebook at Grace 

Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & 

Friends.  We will be posting notifications, 

updates and other fun stuff so be sure to 

check it out and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow” us!  The 

GLW also can our new email at 

gracelutheranwomen@gmail.com 
  



 

 

 

3 Phyllis Gilbertson 

   Hannah Motz 

4 Gary Motz 

   Terry Motz 

   Benton Rossum 

   Mya Braman 

7 Jack Dillon 

   Trisha Nord 

10 Lori Craig 

     Zachery Rossum 

 Lainey Motz 

12 April Thorson 

13 Darcie Hill 

   Lois Bogenreif 

18 Carrie Peasley 

   Alec Mavis 

19 Cari Ripley 

    Chuck Sonmor 

    Payton Johnson 

20 Nathan Ouren 

    Stacie Scheer 

22 Greg Anderson 

22 Tonya Honrud 

23 Philip Johnson 

24 Duane Haiby 

25 Caren Dillon 

    Bethanie Skunberg 

26 Devin Chris2anson 

27 Mason Price 

28 Samuel Rotz 

30 MaKenzie Hams 

 Samantha Milbeck 

 

May Gaze4e Deadline:  

SIMPLY GIVING 

Thrivent for Lutherans offers SIMPLY GIVING, 
an automated giving program designed to help 
you conveniently and consistently contribute to 
your church. 

Your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your designated bank account 
or credit card.  You determine the frequency of 
your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly or 
monthly – the option is yours.  Your gift is depos-
ited into your church’s bank account on the 
same day it is withdrawn from your account – at 
no cost to you or your church. 

SIMPLY GIVING is a reliable, safe way to move 
your stewardship plan into action.  Because your 
gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play 
“catch up” at year-end or worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 

But you are not the only one that benefits.  Your 
congregation benefits from steady, more predict-
able revenues throughout the year, more effi-
cient bookkeeping and greater confidence in 

meeting its financial commitments. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this 
electronic giving program, contact Lucy Stadum, 
our church’s SIMPLY GIVING representative. 

If you would like a copy of our Annual Report, 

copies are available here at the church or you 

can call the office if you need one sent to you. 

 DVD copies of services  

are available 

on the table in the Nathex or 

contact the church office! 

Mother, Daughter and Other  

Luncheon 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 

11:00 am 

Amy  Larson, the author of  

Help, I’m Buried in the  

Underwear Drawer  

will be presenting the  

program and a delicious lunch will 

be served  afterward! 

Free will offering~Everyone Welcome! 

My apologies to Ma�hew Milbeck, (4/30) 

Lyne�e Motz and Ashely Haiby (4/31).  I  

inadvertently cut their birthdays off in the April 

Gaze�e.   ~Rena 

Confirmation Sunday  

April 29th at 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kalli Chris2anson, Je4 Kulack, 

McKenzie McKellips, Cadynce 

Norgren, and Logan Schleske 

The Grace Lutheran Concert 

Committee is looking for new 

members. See John Ripley if you 

are interested in serving with 

this group.   

Sound Room volunteers are 

needed as well! 
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Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

   bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

   glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Tommy Olsen-Minister of Youth  (218)831-4342 

   tolsen90@gmail.com 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2018 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Revised 3/1/2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
7:30 am:  Sunrise Easter Worship 
8:30 am:  The Foundry serves Easter  
Breakfast 
10:00 am:  Worship 

 

2 3 4 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
5:45 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

5 6 7 

8 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday School, 
High School Round & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

9 10 

 

 

 
7:00 pm:   
Council meets 

11 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  the Grace Concert Series 
presents….. 

G��� & D��	 T��b� 

12 13 14 
 

Mother/Daugher/
Other Luncheon 

11:00 am  

15 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday School, 
High School Round & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

16 17 18 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
5:45 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

19 
9:00 am:   
GLW meets 

20 21;; 

22 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday School, 
High School Round & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

23 24 25 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00pm:  Choir practice 
7:00 pm:  High School Bonus Round 

26 27 28 8:00 am—1:00 pm  

 

29 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday School, 
High School Round & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Confirmation Sunday followed 
by Coffee  Fellowship 

30      

April 2018 



 


