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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
 

Sunday Worship (Starting 9/10/17):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pastor Brad..... 
 

A Friend along the Way  
 

 
 

T. E. Lawrence was a dashing British army 
officer who led the Arab revolt against the 
Ottoman Empire in World War I (his 
accomplishments are depicted in the 1962 
film Lawrence of Arabia).  What Lawrence 
did was amazing – he united feuding Arab 
tribes into an army, and then led them in 
disrupting supply lines and capturing 
strategic cities. Lawrence became world-
famous for his exploits. Yet after his brilliant 
military career, this famous army colonel re-
enlisted in the British Royal Air Force as a 
common airman.  Why? He wrote this 
explanation in his memoirs, “I am doing this 
to serve a purely mechanical purpose, not 
as a driver but as a shadow of a machine. 
One teaches oneself that things do not 
depend on oneself.”   
 

Lawrence had shouldered great 
responsibility during the war, but when it 
was over, his own government backed away 
from the promises of independence he had 
made to the Arabs, and his dream of uniting 
them into a single self-ruled state came 
crashing down.  Lawrence now fought a 
personal battle with despair caused by his 
failed dreams.  He tried to free himself from 
his disappointment by becoming part of the 
routine machinery of everyday life. 
 

In Luke chapter 24, we see two followers of 
Jesus on a similar journey through 
disappointment. As they walked on the road 
to Emmaus, they were walking away from 
Jerusalem, walking away from a dream, a 
hopeful dream. Their dream revolved 
around “Jesus of Nazareth” and all the good 
He had brought into their lives. But their  
 

dream had just been dashed to pieces by 
Jesus’ crucifixion and death. Their dreams 
had died hard, and so the rumor of Jesus’ 
resurrection was just too much to hope for, 
so they continued on their disappointing 
journey away from hope.   
 

We can only speculate as to what awaited 
them in Emmaus: their families, their work, 
and all the other routines of life – like T.E. 
Lawrence, they were going to forget about 
their failed dream by becoming absorbed 
into the machinery of everyday life.  But 
somewhere along this sad journey they 
were joined by the resurrected Jesus, and 
this “Friend along the Way” turned them 
around, sending them back to hope and 
away from despair.  He did this by pointing 
them to God’s larger plan and control over 
history as written in the Scriptures: 
 

“Did not the Christ have to suffer these 
things and then enter His glory?”  And 
beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, He explained to them what 
was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
Himself. (Luke 24:26-27) 

 

We can see ourselves in these two men.  
The rigors and reality of our world are 
especially efficient at crushing our optimistic 
expectations.  Yet, living in this world, we 
can’t help but long for something better, 
something good and pure; something that 
lasts longer than a few fleeting years of 
happiness, something that meets our 
cravings for truth, peace, and justice.  But to 
hold such dreams in this world makes us, as 
one writer put it, “like moths trying to fly to 
the moon.”  We too, can find ourselves 
managing our disappointment by 
disappearing into the machinery of life.   
 

Yet today, the risen Lord beckons us to step 
out of the machinery of routine and step into 
His World of hope. He reveals Himself as 
our Living Lord who joins us as “A Friend 
along our Way.”   He invites us to look up to 
Him and discover that because of His death 
and resurrection for us, and because of His 
companionship on our journey, life is far 
from routine.  He makes our families, our 
jobs, and everything else in our lives 
extraordinary because He inhabits them 
with His presence and power – In Him we 
too, have “A Friend along the Way.” Amen. 
 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
April 10, 2018 
 
President Jeanette Ripley convened the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on April 10, 
2018, at 7 P.M. in the chapel. 

Also present were council members Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson, Rachel 
Ronnevik, and Phyllis Rossow, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council 
members Cheryl Rotz and Bruce Schaible were absent. 

Pastor Brad provided devotions, based on Psalm 57:1, and led in prayer. 

Following Rossow’s motion and Nelson’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Haiby moved to approve the minutes of the March meeting with the addition of Hannah Motz to the list of 
2018 confirmands; Klitzke seconded this motion, which carried on vote. 

The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Pederson’s motion and Klitzke’s second. As of March 31, 
the General Fund checking account balance was $10,064.21, the Major Maintenance Fund balance 
remained at $11,726.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance remained at $21,235.00, and the 
Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was $2,247.32. Arlinda Tollefson’s Grace Sunday School report 
for the first quarter of 2018 indicated a balance of $2,093.58. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; conducting worship at Riverfront on 
Main and the Pelican Valley Nursing Home in Pelican Rapids, Wednesday morning Bible study and prayer 
groups, two sessions of first communion instruction, two Lenten fellowships, the Good Friday Communion 
service, and two funerals; meetings with the church council, Grace Lutheran Women, The Foundry youth 
group, area pastors regarding the April 15 Farmers’ Fellowship event, and meetings regarding membership, 
baptism, and planning two funerals; attending the Grace concert and choir practice; sorting and moving old 
and new tables; and a referral to the Pelican Rapids Assistance Fund. He updated the status of a possible 
addition to our youth staff. 

Old business: 
Ripley reported that Shaun and John Ripley had completed the update to our church’s wireless networking 
technology, and Pastor Brad confirmed that the Wi-Fi system is working well with a good signal throughout 
the building. 

Discussion continued on evangelism and outreach. Ronnevik and Pederson agreed to explore updating our 
church’s mission statement to be more specific. 

New business: 
Pederson reported that she is working on ministry support staff job descriptions and annual reviews. 

Ripley reported that the clarification of Pastor Brad’s call agreement had been finalized. 

Consideration of an earlier starting time for council meetings was tabled until the May meeting. 

Haiby moved to designate Jail, Inc. as mission of the month for May. Ronnevik seconded this motion, and it 
carried on vote. Hannah Peterson is mission of the month for April. 

Pederson moved to adjourn; Rossow seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed 
at 7:51 P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

As usher for April, Haiby provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 7 P.M. on Tuesday, May 8, 
2018, in the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
March 31, 2018 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, March 1, 2018                                      $8,298.91 

March Receipts                                                  $14,518.55 

March Disbursements                                     ($12,753.25) 

Balance March 31, 2018                                   $10,064.21   
 

Average Attendance (5 services)                             143 

 

Mission Receipts-Grace Caring Fund                   $598.50 

Wed. Concert -Lee Brenna &Casey Perrin          $531.00 
 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND  

Balance, March 1, 2018                                    $21,235.00 

March Receipts                                                    $          .00 

March Disbursements                                        ($         .00) 

Balance, March 31, 2018                                  $21,235.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, March 1, 2018                                     $11,726.14 

March Receipts                                                     $           .00 

March Disbursements                                         ($         .00) 

Balance, March 31, 2018                                   $11,726.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, March 1, 2018                                       $1,340.82 

March Receipts                                                     $1,129.32 

March Disbursements                        ($223.00) 

Balance, March 31, 2018                                    $2,247.32 
 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 
 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
Grace Lutheran Women met on April 19, 2018. Welcome and 
Table Prayer and we had brunch with Karen N. and Karen R. 
serving.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, God is in the 
Laundry Room.  We started our meeting by reading Ephesians 
2.10 on page 4 of our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports 
were read and placed on file.   
 

Old Business: 
• Sign-up sheets for Rummage & Bake Sale on table for 

Friday & Saturday. 
• Our new tables are here.  We decided to go ahead and 

buy the chairs.  Motion by Faye and 2nd by Donna. 
• Mother/Daughter Banquet was a success.  Thank you to 

the committee. 
• Thank you for everyone who brought food for the pot-luck 

to feed the visiting group.  
New Business: 

• Thank you to the men who helped server the 
Mother/Daughter Banquet. 

• Confirmation is April 29. 
• Professionals Day is next week. We’ll get a gift certificate 

to Garden Pleasures. 
• Last day of Sunday School is May 13.  Presentation of 

quilts to graduates Ashley Haiby, Josh Nehk and Kaleb 
Tollefson. 

• A motion was made to donate $300.00 for Bibles to MN 
Adult and Teen Challenge. 
 

Thank you to Karen N. & Karen R. for our great brunch.  
Volunteers for May are Faye & Dianne.   Next meeting is May 17. 
 

Birthday and Birthday song, offering and offering song. 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

MAY LIBRARY CORNER  
Spring! A time of birth, warmth, color, a feast for eyes and ears. One of my 

favorite spring memories is the time I watched a mother skunk and her five babies 

undulate in a straight line across my aunt’s front yard. I love watching the birds at 

feeders.  Sometimes one will throw the seeds on the ground as the others eagerly 

feed below him.  Often in spring I catch sight of several kinds of birds, squirrels, 

and occasionally deer feeding together in my yard. We, too, have families and 

church families, and we work together, protect one another, laugh and play 

together.  We also have the “family of man” with whom we share this earth. The 

Creator binds us all together in His love and care.  
 

We have helpful resources for the family in our library.  They come from several 

of the Dewey categories. In the 241, Christian Ethics, category we have a 

wonderful set of books from Concordia Publishing to help parents answer such 

questions as Why Are Boys and Girls Different? for 3-6 year-olds and How You 

Are Changing for 9-11 year-olds.  The series also has books for teens, and there is 

a guide for parents titled How to talk Confidently with Your Child about Sex. 

Concordia has editions for girls with red covers and editions for boys with blue 

covers.  These are wonderful sources for parents! 
 

In the 248, Christian Life, and 249, Christian Family Life, categories there are 

several helpful books for parents, like Raising Godly Children in an Ungodly 

World, How to Pray for Your Children, Raising Godly Girls, Teenology: The Art of 

Raising Great Teenagers, Married Lovers Married Friends, A Dad After God’s 

Own Heart: Becoming the Father Your Kids Need, Big Truths for Little Kids: 

Teaching Your Children to Live for God, and Shepherding a Child’s Heart. There 

are books for teens, too, like It’s Not About Me: Live Like You Mean It and Make 

Every Day Count by Max Lucado. Finally, we have an excellent movie about the 

power of prayer in restoring a family: War Room, DVD # 47. 
 

Next month we’ll finish the 200’s Dewey category with books about other 

religions and missionary work. 

 

MAY MISSION  

OF THE MONTH 

Jail, Inc of Otter 
Tail County 

Jail, Inc is incorporated to address the 
spiritual needs of those incarcerated 
in the Otter Tail County Detention 
Facility.  We are financed primarily by 
donations from churches and 
individuals who share our vision of 
providing Christ-help to those in jail 
and their families. 

GLW News! 

Grace Lutheran Women has a Facebook 

page!  You can find it on Facebook at 

Grace Lutheran Church Women "GLW" 

& Friends.  We will be posting 

notifications, updates and other fun 

stuff so be sure to check it out and 

‘Like’ and ‘Follow” us!  The GLW also 

can our new email at 

gracelutheranwomen@gmail.com 
  



 

 

 

2 Carol Nygaard 

5      Lindy Motz 

6 Jessica Metzger 

7 Christopher Bilden 

12 Jeremy Winkels 

 Alex Bullis 

 Erica Bullis 

13 Luke Mostue 

14 Joshua Sundblad 

15 Pat Motz 

16         Ron Stadum 

             John Jenson 

17 Brady Stadum 

 Rockie Weston 

19 Karrie Ouren 

20 Joyce Kubitz 

21 Jordyn Grunewald 

22 Dennis Bauman 

 Lily Monson 

23 Clifford Mayfield 

 Easton Thorson 

25 Janice Harthun 

27 Oakley Carlson 

28 Wallace Grunewald 

 Charlie Mavis 

29         Karlea Thorson 

30 Sandy Mann 

 Allison Jessen 

31         Connor Nelson 

 Eli Milbeck 

 Braden Thorson 

             Joe Stenger 

 Mark Milbeck  

June Gaze7e Deadline:  

May28th 

SIMPLY GIVING 

Thrivent for Lutherans offers SIMPLY GIVING, an 
automated giving program designed to help you 
conveniently and consistently contribute to your 
church. 

Your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your designated bank account or 
credit card.  You determine the frequency of your 
automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly or monthly 
– the option is yours.  Your gift is deposited into 
your church’s bank account on the same day it is 
withdrawn from your account – at no cost to you 
or your church. 

SIMPLY GIVING is a reliable, safe way to move 
your stewardship plan into action.  Because your 
gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play 
“catch up” at year-end or worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. 

But you are not the only one that benefits.  Your 
congregation benefits from steady, more predicta-
ble revenues throughout the year, more efficient 
bookkeeping and greater confidence in meeting 

its financial commitments. 

If you are interested in taking advantage of this 
electronic giving program, contact Lucy Stadum, 
our church’s SIMPLY GIVING representative. 

 DVD copies of services  

are available 

on the table in the Nathex or 

contact the church office! 

The Grace Lutheran Concert 

Committee is looking for new 

members. See John Ripley if you 

are interested in serving with 

this group.   

Sound Room volunteers are 

needed as well! 
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You are cordially invited  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for Becky Hoeper  

bride-to-be of Gary Motz 
 

Saturday, May 12     2:00 pm 

Grace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

The bride is registered at WalMart and Target 

Sunday, May 6th after 
Worship followed by a  

potluck meal 
 

All helping hands welcome! 

High School Senior 

Recognition Sunday 

May 13th 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

 

 

 

Ashley Haiby, PRHS 

Josh Nehk, PRHS 

Kaleb Tollefson, PRHS 

 

This is also the last day of Sunday School 

and the kids will be singing during  

Worship.  Mark your calendar! 
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Class of 2018 



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

   bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

   glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Tommy Olsen-Minister of Youth  (218)831-4342 

   tolsen90@gmail.com 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2018 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
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YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



MAY 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
7:00 pm:   
Womens Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik’s 

2 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
5:45 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

3 4 5 
 

LCMC Augustana 
District Meeting 
Hutchinson, MN 

6 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with followed  
Spring Church Clean Up and a pot-
luck meal. 

7 8 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm:   
Council meets 

9 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  the Grace Concert Series 
presents….. 
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10 11 12 
2:00 pm: 
Bridal Shower for 
Becky Hoeper 

13 
9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship with recognition 
of High School Seniors.  Sunday 
School kids king during Worship.   
Coffee  Fellowship follows Worship. 
 

Mothers Day 

14 15 
 
 
 
7:00 pm:   
Womens Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik’s 

16 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
5:45 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

17 
9:00 am:   
GLW meets 

18 
 

19 

20 
9:00 am:  Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship with followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

21 22 23 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 

24 25 26 

27 
9:00 am:  Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship with followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Day 

29 30 
8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 

31 
8:30 am:   
Stephens Ministry 
meets 

  


