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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
 

Summer Sunday Worship:   9:00  am  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
 



From Pastor Brad... 
 

Called by God’s Mercy   
 
 

 
 

It is difficult in our day of unrestrained 
immorality to imagine how people in 
medieval culture felt about sin and guilt.  
The church’s focus at this time was 
preoccupied with hell and God’s judgment, 
and it taught that people could escape it 
through their good deeds.  Even Jesus was 
re-fashioned into a terrible judge who 
demanded human works of righteousness 
to be appeased. This misguided view of 
Christ and righteousness was the official 
teaching of the church, and Luther bought 
into it hook, line, and sinker.   
 

One day when Luther was a young man, he 
was caught outside in a terrible thunder 
storm.  Afterwards, he was so overwhelmed 
by a fear of death and judgment that he 
dropped his plans to become a lawyer and 
joined a monastery. He hoped that a life of 
religious dedication would appease God’s 
judgment. As a monk, Luther prayed, 
obsessively confessed his sins, fasted, and 
took vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience.  He made a pilgrimage to Rome 
and crawled on his hands and knees up the 
28 marble steps to the cathedral.  He even 
went so far as to whip himself in his 
attempts to satisfy God.  “I was a good 
monk,” he wrote, “If ever a monk would get 
to heaven by his monkery, it was I.”  
 

But Luther’s rigorous life of self-denial did 
not bring him any peace with God.  In fact, it 
only increased his anxiety, for he knew 
deep down that his religious deeds could 
never satisfy a holy God.  Luther wrote, 
“When I looked for Christ it seemed to me I 
saw the devil.”  Such was the false image  

that he had formed in his mind of Christ – 
rather than the Friend of sinners, He was an  
impossible-to-please judge who demanded 
righteousness from the unrighteous Luther. 
 

But then Luther began His study of the 
Scriptures.  It was in the pages of the Bible 
where he came to understand that the 
“righteousness of God” is not just the 
standard against which human performance 
is judged, BUT, the “righteousness of God” 
is also God’s gift to humanity – a gift 
purchased by Christ’s death for us upon the 
cross.  Luther realized that God gives His 
gift of righteousness to sinners who look to 
Christ for God’s mercy – a mercy that 
covers us with the robes of Christ’s own 
perfect righteousness.  Luther wrote this of 
his Biblical breakthrough, 
 

“I grasped the truth that the 
righteousness of God is that 
righteousness whereby, through grace 
and sheer mercy He justifies us by 
faith... I felt myself to be reborn and to 
have gone through open doors into 
paradise...”   

 

Luther discovered that the acceptance from 
God, which he had been desperately 
seeking, came NOT from his performance, 
but from God’s mercy given to us in the 
performance of Jesus Christ for us – and 
Christian living was to be a thankful 
response to God’s gift of forgiveness. 
 

When we look to the beginning words of 
Romans chapter 12, we can see just how 
backwards the young Luther had it – and 
how backwards we get it when we slip into 
limiting God’s love for us to the levels of our 
performance.  The apostle Paul makes clear 
to us that God calls us to live the Christian 
life, NOT by threats of judgment, but as a 
response to His great mercy.   
 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies 
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. (Romans 12:1, NASB) 

 

God’s love for us creates our love for Him.  
When we see in Christ just how great God’s 
mercy is, we are changed from fearful 
laborers to joyful children desiring to live out 
our Father’s purpose in the world – all 
because we are, “called by God’s mercy.” 



 
 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
July 10, 2018 
 
President Jeanette Ripley convened the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on July 10, 2018, at 
6 P.M. in the chapel. 

Also present were council members Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson, Rachel Ronnevik, 
Cheryl Rotz, and Phyllis Rossow, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council member 
Bruce Schaible was absent. 

Pastor Brad provided devotions and led the council in prayer. 

Following Ronnevik’s motion and Rossow’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Haiby moved to approve the minutes of the June meeting, Nelson seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 

The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Pederson’s motion and Haiby’s second. As of June 30, the General 
Fund checking account balance was $8,430.03, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained at $11,726.14, the 
Building Expansion Fund balance was $21,410.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was 
$2,157.82. In addition, Arlinda Tollefson’s Grace Sunday School Fund report indicated a balance of $2,279.91. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; meetings with the Grace Council, 
Wednesday morning Bible study and prayer groups, Grace Lutheran Women, the Grace Stephen Ministry group, 
Allan Westby for PRAY planning, Pastor Don Suiter, and The Foundry including parade float preparation and the 
Erhard July 4 parade and Bingo; conducting two funeral services, two premarital counseling sessions, and one 
wedding and rehearsal; attending the Grace concert and a wedding reception; accommodating two emergency 
assistance requests; and one vacation day. 

Old business: 
After further discussion, consensus was to present the following mission statement to the congregation and ask for 
input: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the truth of scripture, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Pederson presented a letter that she had written to Missionary Julie Smude assuring her that our congregation is 
committed to supporting her ministry in Thailand through 2018 without regard to the possibility of her taking a 
sabbatical to study toward her Ph.D. 

Ripley reported that, as a teacher, Minister of Youth Dacia Johnson has completed a comprehensive background 
check, and the results are on file in the church office. 

Pederson reported that the new electronic church sign should be in place by August 1 and that training for its 
operation is tentatively set for July 25. 

Obtaining a new computer for Librarian Paulette Haddock is ongoing. 

New business: 
Following discussion, Rotz moved to designate Grace Vacation Bible School as mission of the month for August. 
Pederson seconded this motion, and it passed on vote. VBS is an outreach mission because many children who 
attend are not members of our church. Mission of the month for July is Lutheran World Relief. 

Ronnevik moved to adjourn; Klitzke seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 7:02 
P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

As usher for July, Pederson provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, August 14, 
2018, in the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 
 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION,  
June  30, 2018 

 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, June 1, 2018                                                  $11,952.57 

June Receipts                                                                 $  9,568.00 

June Disbursements                                                   ($13,090.54) 

Balance June 30, 2018                                                 $  8,430.03   
  

Average Attendance (4 services)                                         103 
 

Mission Receipts-Pelican Rapids Emergency Fund       $526.00 

Wednesday Concert -The Needhams from Nashville  $748.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, June 1, 2018                                                  $21,235.00 

June Receipts                     $     175.00 

June Disbursements                                                       ($         .00) 

Balance, June 30, 2018                                                 $21,410.00 
  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, June 1, 2018                                                   $11,726.14 

June Receipts                                                                     $         .00 

June Disbursements                                                       ($         .00) 

Balance, June 30, 2018                                                 $11,726.14 
  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, June 1, 2018                                                      $2,428.32 

June Receipts                                                                    $1,274.00 

June Disbursements                                                       ($1,544.50) 

Balance, June 30, 2018                                                    $2,157.82 
 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum,  

Treasurer 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes  
 

 

The GLW did not meet in July. 
 

Next meeting is August 16, 2018 with Christine and Janice 
serving. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

AUGUST LIBRARY CORNER  
 

Science and religion: are they opposed to one another, or do they 

go hand-in-hand? It all depends upon your world view, as we 

learned in our video series this past winter.  As for me, the more I 

learn of the actual observable, empirical facts of science my faith in 

the Bible is increased.  (Now you know my world view!) In the 

Dewey Category System, science is found in three categories: 215 

Science and Religion, 500-599 Pure Science, and 600-699 Applied 

Science.  We have a few items in each of the three categories. In 

215 we have several pamphlets and two books: The Lie: Evolution, 

by Ken Ham and Taking Back Astronomy, by Jason Lisle who has a 

Ph.D. in astrophysics from the University of Colorado. I really 

enjoyed Dr. Lisle’s book! We have a marvelous God who has 

created a universe of incredible beauty and complexity.   
 

We also have only two books in the 500 Pure Science category. 

Refuting Evolution, by Jonathan Sarfati, Ph.D., is his response to 

the National Academy of Sciences’ Teaching About Evolution and 

the Nature of Science which “was designed to persuade and assist 

teachers to present the theory [of evolution] as fact and to counter 

anti-evolutionist students…”  Twenty Evolutionary Blunders: 

Dangers and Difficulties of Darwinian Thinking, by Randy J. 

Guliuzza, who is an M.D. and has a Ph.D. in engineering, does 

refute evolution with scientific facts presented in a way that most 

lay people can understand.  Guliuzza sometimes quotes evolution 

scientists who refute their own theories!  
  

 The last two books are to help you be a better parent, especially to 

teens: Surviving Your Child’s Dating Years, by Bobbie Reed, Ph. D., 

and Nine Challenges for Parents: Leading Your Child into 

Responsible Adulthood, by Lucy & William Hulme. 

For the fans of the Chicken Soup Series: I made a mistake last 

month; that series will be highlighted in September when we 

discuss the 800 Dewey category.  

 
Paulette Haddock~Grace Librarian 

AUGUST  

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Grace Lutheran   

Vacation Bible School 

GLW News! 

Grace Lutheran Women has a Facebook page!  You can 

find it on Facebook at Grace Lutheran Church Women 

"GLW" & Friends.  We will be posting notifications, 

updates and other fun stuff so be sure to check it out 

and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow” us!  The GLW also can our new 

email at gracelutheranwomen@gmail.com 
  

 

The Grace Lutheran Church Council 
has developed a new mission statement for  
consideration.  A mission statement describes  
the reason an organization exists and is used  
to guide decisions about priorities, actions,  
and responsibilities. 
 

Proposed Mission Statement: 
“Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming 
church family, committed to the truth of 
scripture, worshiping together, and reaching 
out to love, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name.”   
 

Current Mission Statement:  
“Loving, Inviting, Teaching, Encouraging” 

 

 



1 Taylar Nehk 
3 Marcia Dillon 
   Jullian Norgren 
5 Dick Rossow 
   Jim Klitzke 
7 Mitchell Wright 
8 Donna Anderson 
10 Holly Bilden 
     Hazen Milbeck 
13 Scott Scheer 
   Julie Winkels 
   Bruce Schaible 
14 Eugene Harthun 
     Gracie Hill 
15 Jennifer Sonmor 
17 Samuel Ravenscraft 
     Brooklyn Christianson 
    Chloe Dillon 
    Frederick Mavis 
18 Jesse Scheer-Lyman 
18 Connor Larson 
19 Clayton Peterson 
    Zechariah Skunberg 
    Lyle Barringer 
    Michael Honrud 
20 Renee Stadum 
     Donna Johnson 
21 Madalyn Ripley 
     Cora Dillon 
    Myra Dillon 
   Kelsey Price 
23 Jerry Pederson 
    Andy Ripley 
    Billy Milbeck 
24 Sheila Ouren 
25 DeAnn Melkert 
26 Danny Melkert 
     Lisa Fiala 
    Cody Brown 
28 Steve Haiby 
     Laityn Grunewald 
29 Robin Klovstad 
      Arica Sanchez 
30 John Wright 
31 Claire Metzger 

September  

Gaze�e Deadline:  

August  25th 
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2018 Foundry “Summa Time” Schedule 
Wed. Aug. 8, 5:30-11pm: FM Red Hawks Game 
 (Home vs. Chicago Dogs, 5:30 pm leave, own money f or 

snacks). 
Wed. Aug 22, 5:30-9 pm: End-of-the-Summer Extravaga nza (at Jerry & Kim 

Pederson’s for games, hay ride, cook-out, and swimm ing: 
33418 US Hwy 59). 

Prayer Group  

Summer Meeting Schedule 

10:30 am Aug 12th & 26th 

 

You are invited! 

Saturday, August 25th 

2:00-4:00 P.M. 

Grace Lutheran Fellowship Hall 

No gifts please~your presence is her present! 

   

Sheila’s Sheila’s Sheila’s 
80th 80th 80th    

Birthday Birthday Birthday 
Open Open Open 
HouseHouseHouse   

CelebrationCelebrationCelebration   

 

 

Rally Sunday 

The Grace Lutheran Sunday School,  

Confirmation Class, High School 

Group and Adult Bible Study will kick 

off their new year on Sept 9th! 

 

Please join us for Rally Sunday  

with worship at 10:00 A.M. 

Picnic immediately  

following worship 

Everyone invited! 

Thank you to all who helped out 

with Vacation Bible School this 

year.  Whether you helped plan, 

helped in the kitchen, hosted the 

counselors, or donated time, food, 

or other, we so appreciate you! 

 God bless you all, 

 The Grace Board of Education 



New Member Corner ~ byKim Pederson 

 

Welcome to the following new members to our Grace Lutheran Church Family!   

 

 

Terry Pauli 

Terry is originally from Cheyenne, Wyoming.  Terry is married to Diane Stadum, a long-

!me member of Grace Lutheran Church.  Terry is an engineer with Burlington Northern 

Santa Fe railroad, 29 years this December.  His hobbies include trains, fishing, four-

wheeling, and traveling.  Terri and Diane have three children, Jennifer, Jodi, and Deb, and 

live in Grand Forks.  Diane’s family have been long-!me Grace members, and the couple 

enjoys their membership in Grace Lutheran Church.   

 

 

Andrea Ricard and Ethan Nelson  

Andrea works as an analyst with Microso0 in Fargo.  Ethan works for Magnum Electric as 

a Journeyman Electrician, also in Fargo. Andrea and Ethan live in Rothsay with their pup-

py Remi.  Their hobbies include spending !me with friends and family, and many outdoor 

ac!vi!es such as four-wheeling, hun!ng, and fishing.   Their lives are busy that when 

asked what their favorite food is they admit to quick dinners, with tacos and pizza among 

their favorites! Andrea and Ethan said they joined Grace Lutheran Church “because of the 

family atmosphere and how welcoming everyone has been.” 

 

 

Mallory Sand and Dylan Peasley 

Mallory and Dylan are engaged to be married on October 6.  They have two dogs and love 

spending !me with friends and family.  You might catch a glimpse of Mallory and Dylan 

on their ATV east of Erhard!  They enjoy travel and have been to three different coun-

tries.  The couple plans to add two more countries to their list a0er their honeymoon.   

Dylan plays the guitar and Mallory enjoys wedding planning, and the couple loves cooking 

together and finding new recipes.   When asked about their favorite foods they list !lapia 

and steak, broccoli, and carrots.  They are joining Grace Lutheran church because “every 

!me we’ve a<ended we’ve always felt welcomed.”  Mallory and Dylan note our emphasis on grace, for-

giveness, and the good news during worship service, an experience they found “totally different” from other 

churches they have a<ended.   

 

Welcome Terry, Andrea, Ethan, Mallory and Dylan to our Grace Lutheran Church family. We are blessed.   

 



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

    bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

           glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Dacia Johnson-Minister of Youth  (218)731-4420 

        johnsond@breckenridge.k12.mn.us 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2018 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Revised 3/1/2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



AUGUST 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 
9:00 am:  Worship with Holy   

Communion followed by coffee 

fellowship 

6 7 8 
5:30 pm:  The Foundry at FM RedHawks 

game 

 
7:00 pm:  The Grace Concert Series presents… 

The Kingery’s 

9 10 11 

12 
9:00 am:  Worship followed by coffee 

Fellowship 

10:30 am:  Prayer Fellowship Group 

 
 

13 14 
 
 
6:00 pm:   

Grace Council Meets 

15 16 17 18 
 

Andrea Ricard/

Ethan Nelson  

wedding in 

Barnesville 

19 
9:00 am:  Worship followed by coffee 

Fellowship 

 

20 21 22 
 
5:30-9:00 pm:   The Foundry’s 

End-of Summer Extravaganza  

at Jerry & Kim Pederson’s 

23 
8:30 am:  Stephen’s 

Ministry meets 

24 25 
 

Open House for 

Sheila Ouren’s 

80th birthday.  

2-4:00 pm. 

26 
9:00 am:  Worship followed by coffee 

Fellowship 

10:30 am:  Prayer Fellowship Group 

27 
 
5:30 pm:   

Weed-n-Feed 

28 29 30 31  

Fall Schedule begins on September 9th! 


