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A Lutheran community of faith engaging the 
present while embracing the Biblical and 
Reformation heritage of: 
 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship (Starting 9/9/18):   10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first 
Sunday of every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, High School Group,  Adult Bible Study:   
9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 
 



From Pastor Brad....  
 

Growing Season 
 

 
 

Driving to church each morning, I get a 
daily crop report through my windshield, 
and it looks like our growing season is 
starting to come to an end.  Our 
geographical position, the climate, and 
the plants themselves all collaborate to 
bring the crops to the point where they 
just stop growing.  However, in the Lord’s 
field, in His church, the growing season 
lasts all year long.  So, as we begin a 
new year of Sunday morning activities 
like Sunday school, Confirmation, and 
Adult Study; we should pause to 
consider what the Lord is growing at 
Grace Lutheran Church. 
 

In many ways the momentum for our 
new Sunday School year started with 
Vacation Bible School in early August.  
Four full days of VBS left the church 
humming with activity as we had excited 
kids in the church each day.  It was great 
to see our volunteers working along side 
of the counselors from Inspiration Point 
Camp to explain the love of Jesus 
through music, teaching, crafts, and food 
(we also gave away some Bibles).  I am 
always blessed to see some of our 
Grace Women give up four days of their 
summer to work in the kitchen blessing 
the kids with delicious and nutritious 
meals made with love. 
 

As we look forward to a new educational 
year at Grace, we ask that you pray for 
all the different learning opportunities at 
Grace. We are expecting another bump-
up in attendance in our Sunday School 

as new kids enter the Pre-Kindergarten 
class and begin their journey through the 
Sunday School. We have a great group 
of teachers and substitutes who would 
appreciate your prayers for them as they 
teach the kids in their classes.  
 

I will have about 17 students in my 
Sunday morning Confirmation class this 
year – I’m very grateful that Dacia 
Johnson has offered to help me! I know 
that Sunday mornings are not the usual 
time for Confirmation, but I think that it 
works better than a Wednesday format.  
 

The Adult Bible Study will be led by John 
Wright and we are hearing reports of 
people who want to make this a new part 
of their Sunday morning experience. This 
class has grown from year to year – it’s 
hard to believe that at one time they met 
in my office. They meet in the chapel 
where there is plenty of room to expand, 
and they get the comfy chairs! 
 

All this has caused some growing pains 
as we are stretched a bit for space with 
classes in the chapel and the nursery, 
but we are being creative with what we 
have.  We are also being creative with 
our Sunday School budget which was 
drawn down by our VBS program and by 
purchasing Sunday school curriculum.  
To meet this need, the Grace Council 
voted to make our August “Mission of the 
Month” the Grace Sunday School. 
 

I am encouraged by the way our 
attitudes are growing alongside of what 
God is doing.  “What’s the alternative?” is 
a healthy response I’ve often heard 
around church as we work to make 
adjustments to the growth in kids we’ve 
experienced.  So, as we start another 
church year, I look forward to what the 
Lord is going to do among us.  And the 
next time you have to dodge a kid or two 
darting through the narthex clutching 
Sunday school material in their hands, 
just ask yourself, “What’s the 
alternative?”  To God be the glory, great 
things He has done, and is doing! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
August 14, 2018 
 
President Jeanette Ripley convened the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on 
August 14, 2018, at 6:10 P.M. in the chapel. 

All other council members were present including Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim 
Pederson, Rachel Ronnevik, Cheryl Rotz, Phyllis Rossow, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor Brad 
Soenksen. Treasurer Lucy Stadum was absent. 

Pastor Brad provided devotions based on 1 John 4:16-19 and led the council in prayer. 

Following Ronnevik’s motion and Nelson’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Pederson moved to approve the minutes of the July meeting, Klitzke seconded this motion, and it carried 
on vote. 

Due to Treasurer Stadum’s illness, no treasurer’s report was available. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included numerous visitations; meetings with the Grace Council 
and a fellow pastor; Vacation Bible School (VBS) planning, two wedding-planning sessions, and three 
premarital counseling sessions; The Foundry Day at the Lake and Red Hawks game and the Pelican 
Rapids Area Youth (PRAY) group event at Grace and set-up; planning and conducting a funeral and 
committal service; conducting worship services at Riverfront on Main and the Pelican Valley Nursing 
Home in Pelican Rapids; attending the Grace concert; Grace VBS; accommodating an emergency 
assistance request; and three days of medical leave. He reported that VBS numbers were down and that 
he will have 17 confirmation students. He discussed the Sunday fall schedule resuming on September 9, 
the Grace Lutheran Women Bazaar scheduled for September 29, the Grace Chicken Dinner planned for 
October 27, and the Men’s Ham Dinner. 

Old business: 
The council agreed to present the following mission statement edits for congregational input: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the truth of 
scripture Bible as God’s truth, worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, 
teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Rotz presented examples of baby gift/emergency bags that a group is willing to make available for 
distribution through our church to people who need assistance. Council members also viewed two 
emergency food bags that the Klitzkes had assembled. 

Pederson reported that the new electronic church sign is ready to be installed and that those who will be 
accountable for it are learning its operation. 

Ripley reported that Phil Johnson has procured a computer for the church library and is working with 
Librarian Paulette Haddock up set it up. 

New business: 
Following discussion, Haiby moved to designate the Seth and Amber Simonson family as mission of the 
month for September. Roth seconded this motion, and it passed on vote. Mission of the month for August 
is Grace Vacation Bible School. 

Rossow moved to adjourn; Roth seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 
6:58 P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Due to an unfortunate incident at the church door, August’s usher Rossow was unable to provide 
refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, 
September 11, 2018, in the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION  
 

Due to Lucy Stadum’s recent illness, the monthly 
financial information was not available at press time. 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on August 16, 2018. Welcome 
and Table Prayer and we had brunch with Christine and 
Janice serving.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, God is 
in the Laundry Room.  We started our meeting by reading 
Ephesians 2.10 on page 4 of our booklets.  Secretary and 
Treasurer’s reports were read and placed on file.   
 

Old Business: 
• Quilt tickets are available on the back table.  They are 

$1.00 a piece.  A quilt was sold early for $200.00 to 
Ardis Jorgenson’s niece. 

• Thank you to everyone who made VBS a success. 
• Thank you to those who showed up for Weed-n-

Feed. 
New Business: 

• Thank you to Group II for serving the Donald 
Sundblad funeral.  Our sympathy goes out to the 
family. 

• The bazaar is September 29th from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 
P.M.  Group I is in charge of the kitchen.  Christine 
will make the door prizes. 

• When you purchase something for the church, please 
give Lois the receipts. 

• Rally Day is September 9th with Group II in charge of 
the kitchen. 

• Chicken Dinner is October 27th, 4:30-7:00 P.M. 
 

Thank you to Christine and Janice for our great brunch. 
September servers are Sadie and Phyllis. 
 

August Birthday and Birthday song, offering and offering 
song. 
 

Our next meeting is September 20, 2018. 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

SEPTEMBER LIBRARY CORNER  
 

Fall is the perfect time to curl up with a good story.  The 

Dewey 800 Classification includes literature according to 

language and type.  Literature written originally in 

American English is classified in the 810 – 819 range, and 

that written originally in British English is found in 820-

829. This category includes prose and poetry, short stories 

and long novels, and collections of stories and quotations.  

This month we are featuring story collections.  A favorite 

among many is the Chicken Soup for the Soul Series, filled 

with stories by famous and not so famous authors.  We 

have thirteen of the series, so, to get all of them on our 

shelves, I will be taking the rest of the Christian Fiction 

and the Bibles off the shelves and putting them away for a 

while.  Our 800’s will be on the lower right-hand adult 

shelves.  You’ll also find a few books of stories from other 

Dewey categories moved temporarily to this area. 

 

The story collections include stories about miracles and 

faith, stories to “rekindle the spirit,” holiday stories, travel 

stories, stories about life in America, stories for mothers, 

grandparents, gardeners, and people over 60.  There are 

stories to make you smile, laugh, cry, reflect, and change.  

Most are short enough to make an easy read before bed 

or during a coffee break.  You don’t have to read all the 

stories in a book, just those that interest you. They are 

books that are easy to pick up and easy to put down; 

there are no chapter endings that leave you in a state of 

anxiety to find out what happens next.  So, pick one up 

for those rainy days, or chilly nights, when you just want 

to relax and get your mind off the weather.  
 

Paulette Haddock~Grace Librarian 

SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Amber Simonson and family 
On the afternoon of Sunday, July 22nd, Amber 
Simonson was home alone with her four children and 
was abducted by a monster while her children 
watched helplessly.  Amber then endured unthinkable 
acts of horror over the next several hours.    
  

Your monetary donations will be used to help the 
Simonson family cover lost wages from missed work, 
therapy bills, medical bills, home security  
upgrades, and other expenses. 
 

Thank you in advance for showing the Simonson 
family your prayerful and monetary support.  It is 
greatly appreciated.  

 
Grace welcomes new members Marvie (Marvella) and 
Jim Waters!  The Waters recently retired and moved to 
rural Erhard from Glencoe, MN.  They have two 
daughters and three grandchildren.  Marvie and Jim 
enjoy outdoor activities making rural Erhard a great fit 
for their hobbies. Their family enjoys fish fries and 
having holiday meals together. 
  

When asked about why they chose Grace Lutheran 
Church in Erhard as their church home, Marvie and Jim 
say they visited Grace and enjoyed the service and 
the friendly culture.  Grace Lutheran Church is so 
happy to welcome Marvie and Jim to our church 
family! 

Grace’s 
New 

Member 
Corner 



  

1 Virginia Stangeland 
2 Brian Fresonke 
   Ryan Metzger 
   Alisa Grunewald 
4 Mason Mann 
 Bria Peterson 
5 Linda Wright 
6 Cheryl Melkert 
7     Daren Tollefson 
8 Helen Sundblad 
 Brody Peterson 
 Ray Weiss 
9 Calli Thorson 
10 Albert Boese 
 Christopher Haugen 
 Jim Pederson 
 Austin Stoll 
 Christopher Bigelow 
12 Herman Hafner 
 Dalton Stenger 
 Seth Martin 
13 Rick Teberg 
        Sarah Bigelow 
14 LeRoy Ouren 
 Dacia Johnson 
16 Gary Honrud 
 Myrna Skunberg 
 Robyn Hoeper 
17 Alana Pettit 
21 Jerry Ouren 
 Gene Nygaard 
22 Bruce Walker 
 Ruby Milbeck 
23   John Thorson 
24   Staci Haiby 
25 Susan Hafner 
 April Monson 
 Shannon Scheer 
 Steve Sundblad 
 Lisa Milbeck 
 Andrew Price 
 Carter Grunewald 
27 Jason Grunewald 
28 Bill Thompson 
29 Maggie Melkert 
30 Brianna Mostue 
 Dean Nelson 

October  

Gaze�e Deadline:  

September  25th 

Rally Sunday 

The Grace Lutheran Sunday School,  

Confirmation Class,  and Adult  

Bible Study will kick off their new 

year on Sept 9th! 

 

Please join us for Rally Sunday  

with Worship at 10:00 A.M. 

Picnic immediately  

following worship 

Everyone invited! 

Greeting Cards for Sale 

The GLW has a nice  

assortment of Sympathy, 

Get Well and Birthday 

Cards for purchase~ 

$5.00/box 

The cards are located in 

the cabinet in the SE corner 

of the Fellowship Hall or 

see Karen Nelson  

for assistance! 

DVD copies of services are 

available on the table in the 

Nathex or contact office! 

If you are interested in becoming a member or  

associate member of Grace, please contact  

Pr Brad of Rena.  Rena can send a letter of 

transfer for you or Pr Brad will meet with you  

to affirm your faith. 
New Membership Applications and  

Welcome Brochures are available in the Narthex! 



Grace’s current mission statement is: 
  

We Believe 

  

BECAUSE OF THE CROSS… 

  

Jesus has called us to be a LITE by… 

‐        LOVING all through friendships. 

‐        INVITING all through faith in Jesus. 

‐        TEACHING all to live their faith. 

‐        ENCOURAGING us all to a deeper faith 

  
The council considered whether a change was necessary at all or if our current 

mission statement accurately reflects what we do and what we hope to do.  We 

began researching other mission statements and which statements we thought 

were the best and why.  The council agreed that a review of our current mission 

statement was in order and the brainstorming began! 
  
We discussed, rewrote and revised numerous drafts.  We welcome your input and 

discussion on the most recent proposed mission statement: 
  

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the 

Bible as God’s truth, worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, 

teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 
  
If you have ideas or concerns please talk to any of Grace Lutheran Church council 

members! We want to hear from you! 
 



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

    bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

           glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Dacia Johnson-Minister of Youth  (218)731-4420 

        johnsond@breckenridge.k12.mn.us 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2018 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Marty Soenksen   (218)731-8696 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Revised 3/1/2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Stacy Carlson   (218)205-9617 
Arica Sanchez   (218)205-0063 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:    
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Faye Thompson   (218)842-5352 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg   (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
LeRoy Ouren   (218)842-5234 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:00 am:  Worship with Holy   

Communion followed by coffee 

fellowship 

3 4 5 

8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

6 7 8 

Shelly Sauer/
Brady Grunewald  
Wedding (here) 

9 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship with Sunday 
School kids singing  followed by  
All Church Picnic 

Rally Day! 

10 11 

 

 

6:00 pm:   
Grace Council 
Meets 

12 

8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00 pm:  the Grace Concert Series 
presents….. 

M��r�� Cros��n� 

13 14 15 

Kayla Norman/
Peter Gaustad 
Wedding (Pebble 
Lake golf Club) 

16 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 
3:00 pm:  P.R.A.Y Hayride & Cook-
out at Woolever’s Barn 

17 18 

 

Worship at  
Riverfront and 
Nursing Home 
3-4:30 pm 

19 

8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
6:00 to 8:00 pm:  Foundry meets  
7:00 pm:  Choir practice 

20 

9:00 am:   
GLW meets 

21 
8:30 am:   
Stephens Ministry 
 

 

22 

23 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, & Adult Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

24 

 

 

5:30 pm:   
Weed-n-Feed 

25 26 

8:00 am:  Bible Study 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship 
7:00pm:  Choir practice 

27 28 29 

Annual GLW  

Bazaar  

9:00-1:00 

 

30 

9:00 am:  Confirmation, Sunday 
School, High School Round & Adult 
Bible Study 
10:00 am:  Worship followed by  
Coffee  Fellowship 

      

September 2018 


