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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:    10:00 am  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Adult Bible Study:   9:00 am every Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 am   
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 pm (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm 



From Pastor Brad...  
 

God’s Map 
 

 
 

The University of Colorado Boulder 
geography website gives this helpful 
definition of a map:  
 

The measure of a good map is how 
well it conveys information to its 
readers to enlighten, convince, or 
persuade... it is the issue of 
communication that holds the central 
role in map design. To ask "what is a 
good map?" is to ask how well it 
communicates...   
(http://www.colorado.edu/geography/gcraft/notes/cartoc
om/section3.html) 

 

We don’t often think of maps as tools of 
“enlightenment” or “persuasion,” since we 
only use them as simple tools to get us to 
where we want to go. But think about this 
the next time you pick up a state road 
map: “What would I do if I had no faith in 
this map?” In fact, such a thought has 
probably never crossed our minds. 
Whether they are the old paper maps or 
the new electronic kind, we expect our 
road maps to be spot-on. We even give 
maps to our children as reliable guides for 
their travels, and we take comfort knowing 
they have such a resource. 
 

For Christians, the Bible is like a map; a 
map for our journey through life. In this 
map God tells us where we came from, 
where He wants to take us, and how we 
can get there. But in God’s map He gives 
us added information that we normally  

 
 
 

don’t associate with a map – important 
facts like His love for us, His presence 
with us on our journeys, and our purpose 
for traveling.   
 

One such Biblical life-map is drawn for us 
by the resurrected Jesus in Luke 24 when 
He stated to His disciples, 
 

Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise 
from the dead, and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. (Luke 
24:46-48, ESV) 

 

Three verbs describe His map for our 
lives: suffer, rise, and be proclaimed.  The 
beauty of the Gospel is that Jesus is the 
one who has drawn these verbs on the 
maps of our lives so that He can bring us 
to the destination He has in mind for us.  
He “suffered” for us so that we can 
experience God’s mercy and forgiveness 
– He made the road that leads us home to 
our heavenly Father.  He “rose” again for 
us so that He can be with us on our 
journeys – He is available to us as a 
constant resource and traveling 
companion.  And, He has called us to 
“proclaim” His Name so that we can 
experience His deepest purpose in our 
lives – He invites us into be a part of His 
map-making for others. 
 

Finding our place on God’s map means 
finding ourselves with Jesus, for He is the 
key to the whole map.  We stay 
connected to Jesus by using the map He 
gives us – His Biblical Word, His 
sacraments, and His gift of prayerful 
conversation with Him.  His map is the 
best of all maps for by it He enlightens, 
convinces, persuades, and communicates 
with us for our journey through this life 
and for all eternity. To God be the Glory! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
March 12, 2019 
 
President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on March 12, 2019, 
at 6 P.M. in the chapel. She opened with our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Other council members present were Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Phyllis Rossow, and Cheryl Rotz as well 
as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum; council members Kim Pederson, Rachel Ronnevik, and Bruce 
Schaible were absent. 

Pastor Brad led the council in devotions, based on Psalm 27, and prayer. 

Following Nelson’s motion and Klitzke’s second, the agenda was approved on vote. 

Haiby made a motion to approve the minutes of the February meeting, Nelson seconded this motion, and it carried on 
vote. The council also reviewed the minutes of the 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting and suggested some additions. 

The January treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Haiby’s motion and Rotz’s second. As of February 28, 2019, the 
General Fund balance was $14,819.04, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained $11,766.14, the Building 
Expansion Fund balance remained at $29,980.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was $1,678.65 
with the Pelican Rapids Food Shelf receiving $509.00 as Mission of the Month for February. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included leading Wednesday morning Bible studies; meetings with the Grace 
Prayer Team, the Council, Grace Lutheran Women, the Stephen Ministry group, The Foundry youth group, and meetings 
regarding membership and wedding planning; numerous visitations; conducting worship services at Riverfront on Main 
and the Pelican Valley Nursing Home in Pelican Rapids and one Lenten service; and attending choir practices and the 
Grace concert. He reported that all activities were cancelled due to weather on Wednesday, February 20, Sunday, 
February 24, and Sunday, March 10; three students are receiving First Communion instruction. 

The council reviewed the library report for 2018 from Librarian Paulette Haddock. 

Old business: 
Following discussion, consensus was to implement the mission and vision statements by printing them as a bulletin insert, 
which also will be available on the table in the narthex. They also are to be featured on the screens periodically. 

Council member discussed serving for Lenten fellowship on March 13. 

The usher list for 2019 was completed. 

New business: 
Consensus was to participate in the benefit for the Faith Westby family that Josie Norgren is organizing. Ripley will be the 
contact. 

Following discussion, Rotz moved to establish fees for sound system technician services for funerals at $75 for members 
and $125 for nonmembers. Rossow seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. These fees will be communicated to 
area funeral homes. 

Pastor Brad recommended that Oakley Carlson, Connor Larson, Lilly Peterson, Parker Sanchez, and Calli Thorson be 
confirmed on April 28 at the 10 A.M. worship service. Klitzke made a motion to approve these five students for 
Confirmation. Following Nelson’s second, the motion carried on vote. 

Consensus was not to have an insurance audit for 2019. 

Klitzke moved to designate Hudson Hendrickx as mission of the month for April.  Rossow seconded this motion, and it 
carried on vote. Eight-year-old Hudson, from Elizabeth, is battling a brain tumor. He is Dennis Bowman’s great- grandson. 
Faith Westby is mission of the month for March. 

Haiby moved to adjourn; Rotz seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, April 9, 2019, in the 
chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
February 28, 2019 

                               

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, February 1, 2019                                       $ 21,247.48 

February Receipts                                                     $   9,432.00 

February Disbursements                                         ($15,860.44) 

Balance February 28, 2019                                       $14,819.04   
  

Average Attendance (3 services)                                    118 
 

Mission Receipts ~Pelican Rapids Food Shelf            $509.00 

Wednesday Concert – The Gospel Train                    $347.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, February 1, 2019                                       $29,980.00 

February Receipts                               $           .00 

February Disbursements                                           ($          .00) 

Balance, February 28, 2019                                      $29,980.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, February 1, 2019                                         $11,756.14 

February Receipts                                                        $       20.00 

February Disbursements                                            ($           .00) 

Balance, February 28, 2019                                       $11,776.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, February 1, 2019                                            $1,655.70 

February Receipts                                                           $   856.00 

February Disbursements                                              ($   833.05) 

Balance, February 28, 2019                                          $1,678.65 

 
Submitted by Lucille Stadum 

Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on March 21, 2019. Welcome and 
Table Prayer.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, cPew 
Sisters 
 

We started our meeting by reading Philippians 4:13 on page 4 of 
our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and 
placed on file.    

Old Business: 
• Wording has been changed for sound fee for funerals and 

weddings. 
• Our account has been moved from Wells Fargo to Bell 

Bank.  We are waiting for checks and debit cards. 
• Father-Son Banquet is March 30th at 5:30. 
• It was decided that there was no place to put stools in the 

kitchen. 
New Business: 
• Thank you to Group I for serving Lenten Supper. 
• Confirmation is April 28th, 2019.  We have five being  

confirmed. 
• Rummage Sale is May 4th. 
• Easter Breakfast is the 21st of April.  Sign-up sheets in back 

of church.  Service is at 7:30 and 10:00. 
Thank you to Faye and Karen R. for our great brunch.  Sheila 
and Donna will serve in April. 
 

Birthdays and Birthday song, offering and offering song.  Next 
meeting is April 18, 2019 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

APRIL LIBRARY CORNER 
        We have several excellent movies about Christ for adults in 

our library.  I’ll let the movie cases tell you about them.  The 

Greatest Story Ever Told is a “glorious epic . . . inspiring, grand-

scale recreation of the life of Jesus of Nazareth, from His humble 

birth and teachings to His crucifixion and ultimate resurrection.” 

The Life of Jesus is a dramatization of the book of John, word- for- 

word, from one of the modern Bible translations. “Jesus: The 

Desire of Ages tells the familiar story in a fresh way, through the 

eyes of those who knew and loved the Son of Man.”  Mel Gibson’s 

The Passion of the Christ is “a profound story of courage and 

sacrifice depicting the final twelve hours in the life of Jesus 

Christ.” This is a very graphic movie, rated R for sequences of 

violence. It is not for young children!   “The Robe remains one of 

the screen’s greatest biblical epics” about “the Roman centurion 

charged with overseeing the crucifixion . . . [who] wins Christ’s 

robe in a gambling game at the foot of the cross, [and] his life is 

changed forever.” We have a second movie about the soldiers 

who crucified Jesus. “Risen is the epic Biblical story of the 

Resurrection as told through the eyes of a non-believer . .  tasked 

with solving the mystery of what happened to Jesus in the weeks 

following the crucifixion in order to disprove the rumors of a risen 

Messiah and prevent an uprising in Jerusalem.” This movie is rated 

PG-13 for Biblical violence, including some disturbing images. “The 

Case for Christ documents Lee Strobel’s journey from atheism to 

faith through his two-year investigation of the Bible and the life of 

Jesus Christ.” 

         We have only two children’s movies about Christ.  “The 

Miracles of Jesus is an exciting panorama of Jesus’ most touching 

miracles.” The Story of Jesus for Children tells His story “as seen 

through the eyes of children who might have lived during the time 

Jesus lived on the earth.” This movie includes his betrayal, trial, 

crucifixion and resurrection.   

         You will also find many books for both children and adults in 

our library about the life of Christ, His atoning death, and His 

miraculous resurrection. Happy reading and viewing this Easter! 

 

Paulette Haddock~Grace Librarian 

 

SANCTUARY SEATING UPDATE 

The Sanctuary Seating Committee met on March 17 and 

March 27. The committee reviewed a proposal by Imperial 

Woodworks Church Furniture Company, including four options 

for pew and chair layout.  The committee will request 

proposals from multiple vendors and will also conduct church 

visits to “see and feel” their sanctuary seating selection.  

While no decisions have been the committee agreed that 

enough direction exists from the congregation to consider 

pews primarily over chairs, but some chairs may be included in 

the final selection.   

As of February 28, 2019, $21,550 has been donated toward 

the fund, which is approximately half of the projected 

budget.  Discussion followed regarding fundraising, pledges, 

and the potential to temporarily take funds from other 

church accounts prior to securing the entire budget.   

The committee believes a reasonable goal is to have the 

seating in place prior to winter. 

If you have input on chairs or pews, please talk to any member 

of the sanctuary seating committee listed below: 

Cheryl Rotz, Jim Klitzke, Jeanette Ripley, Sheila Ouren 

Harlen Seidell, Dave Ripley, Kim Pederson, John Ripley,  

Jessica Rotz 

 



 
3     Phyllis Gilbertson 

       Hannah Motz 

4    Gary Motz 

      Terry Motz 

      Benton Rossum 

      Mya Braman 

7    Jack Dillon 

      Trisha Nord 

10  Lori Craig 

      Zachery Rossum 

      Lainey Motz 

12  April Thorson 

13  Darcie Hill 

       Lois Bogenreif 

18  Carrie Peasley 

      Alec Mavis 

19  Cari Ripley 

      Chuck Sonmor 

      Payton Johnson 

20  Nathan Ouren 

      Stacie Scheer 

22 Greg Anderson 

22 Tonya Honrud 

23 Philip Johnson 

24 Duane Haiby 

     Sam Ripley 

25 Caren Dillon 

     Bethanie Skunberg 

26 Devin Chris2anson 

     Gary Cardwell 

27 Mason Price 

28 Samuel Rotz 

30 MaKenzie Hams 

     Samantha Milbeck 

     Paislee Price 

 

If you have the 2019 GLW booklet already, there is a 

change on page 12.  Please pick it up in the office or see 

Diane Klitzke to get the revision. 

NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON! 

More and more people in our community are 
online and we want to move forward in making 
connections with those around us so that we 
might reach them with the gospel. That’s why 
we’re excited to announce that a complete make-
over of our Grace Lutheran Church of Erhard 
website is in the works.  We hope to launch the 
new site in May of 2019.  Stay tuned! 

Save the Dates: 

April 28th:   

Confirmation 

May 4th:   

Annual Rummage Sale 

July 29-Aug 1:   

Vacation Bible School 

 

Thank you so much for your extra financial gift this 
month!  Your giving hearts are producing fruit that 
will last for generations over here in Thailand!  God 
bless you all!  I hope to see you this summer!   

                              In His Grip, Julie in Thailand 
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May Gazette Deadline 

April 24th! 



Welcome to our newest members!   

We are blessed to have you  as part of out Grace family. 

When you meet our new members, Gary and Pat Cardwell, be sure to con-

gratulate them on their 55 years of marriage! The Cardwells farmed by Clin-

ton, Minnesota, most of their married life.  They live in Pelican Rapids with 

their middle son and wife,  Curtis and Jennifer Cardwell, who are also new 

members. 
 

Gary and Pat enjoy walking, watching sports, baking, reading, crafts, color-

ing, puzzles, camping, gardening, and their soon-to-be 14 great-

grandchildren!  Because food plays such an important role in Grace fellow-

ship, new members are always asked about their favorites.  Cardwell’s fa-

vorite food is fruit.  Grace’s legendary cooks will have to figure out a way to 

make a fruit hotdish! 
 

When asked why they chose Grace Lutheran Church, Gary and Pat are 

quick to credit Pastor Brad and the friendly atmosphere of Grace.  

  

Welcome, Gary and Pat! 

Curtis and Jennifer Cardwell were high school sweethearts and have been  
married nearly 32 years.  They have three daughters, one son, and two sons-in-
law.  Their five grandchildren, Madilyn, Eli, Grady, Kenley, and Reagan are  
pictured.  Their sixth grandchild is expected in May.  
 

The Cardwell’s live in Pelican Rapids and enjoy motorcycling on their Harley 
trike, camping, biking, and movie night.   Their children and grandchildren keep 
them hopping!  Favorite foods include prime rib, shrimp and anything breakfast! 
 

They joined Grace Lutheran Church “because of Pastor Brad” and others who 
recommended Grace to them. 
 
Glad you are here, Curtis and Jennifer Cardwell! 

New Mission and Vision Statements Announced  

In early 2018 the Grace Lutheran Church council began discussions about our mission statement to determine 

if it reflects what we do and if it provides clear direc on for decision making.  Discussions led to brainstorming 

sessions including a review of other church mission statements.   
 

Along with input from the congrega on, the council decided that our previous mission statement could be&er 

serve as a vision statement for Grace Lutheran Church. The council determined that a more descrip ve and 

ac onable statement was needed, and many dra(s followed.  
 

At this year’s annual mee ng the new mission and vision statements were announced.   

Let us be thankful for our rich history and rejoice in the possibili es that the future brings! 

 

NEW MISSION STATEMENT 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a  

welcoming church family, commi&ed 

to the Bible as God’s truth, worshiping 

together, and reaching out to love, 

pray for, teach, and serve others in 

Christ’s name.  

VISION STATEMENT 

BECAUSE OF THE CROSS…  

Jesus has called us to be a LITE by… 
 

• LOVING all through friendships. 

• INVITING all through faith in Jesus.  

• TEACHING all to live their faith. 

• ENCOURAGING us all to a deeper faith  



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

    bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

           glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Dacia Johnson-Minister of Youth  (218)731-4420 

        johnsond@breckenridge.k12.mn.us 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
Arlinda Tollefson                                 (218)770-8630 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Lois Bogenreif, Treasurer  (218)205-5622 
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Revised 2/1/2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
Lindsay Milbeck 
Brittney LaPoint   (218)770-2117 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
Curt & Jennifer Cardwell  (218)671-0377 
Gary & Pat Cardwell  (320)305-0518 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
Jerry Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

6:30 pm:  Women's 
Bible Study at 
Rachel Ronnevik's

8:00 am:  Bible Study                 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship       
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word with Devotional at 6:30      
5:45-8:00pm:  Foundry meets   
7:00 pm:  Choir Practice                

Fellowship Hall 

reserved

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

9:00 am:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by coffee 
fellowship 6:00 pm:  GLC 

Council meets

8:00 am:  Bible Study                 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship       
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word with Devotional at 6:30    
7:00 pm:  Beyond Blue  Concert          

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9:00 am-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship with kids 
singing in church followed by 
coffee fellowship 

6:30 pm:  Women's 
Bible Study at 
Rachel Ronnevik's

8:00 am:  Bible Study                 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship     
6:00-8:00pm:  Foundry meets   
7:00 pm:  Choir Practice                

9:00 am:  GLW 
meets

7:00 pm:  Good Friday 

Communion Worship

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

7:30 am:  Sunrise Easter Worship                                       
8:30 am:  The Foundry serves 
Easter Breakfast                                
10:00am:  Worship

8:00 am:  Bible Study                 
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship      
7:00 pm:  Choir Practice                

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

9:00 am:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Confirmation Sunday 
followed by Coffee Fellowship

April 2019

Happy Easter!

Palm Sunday


