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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship (Summer):    9:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Morning Bible Study/Prayer Fellowship:   On summer hiatus.   
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (unless otherwise specified). 
 



From Pastor Brad... 
 

God’s Aliens 
 

 
 

(Ray Walston as “Uncle Martin” in the television 
comedy My Favorite Martian, 1963-1966) 

 

Born in the late 1950’s, I did my growing up 
in the 60’s and 70’s, so I cannot remember 
life without television.  I feel about television 
the same way my parents felt about radio – 
so many my living room memories are 
connected to our family enjoying a quality 
TV program together.  
 

In 1963, CBS broke new ground in the 
typical television world of westerns and 
variety shows by airing a weekly sitcom 
about an alien.  Actor Ray Walston played a 
very human looking alien from Mars (with 
retractable antennas) who had come to 
earth to study human culture.  Taken in by a 
young newspaper reporter (played by Bill 
Bixby), the Martian was passed off to others 
as Bixby’s “Uncle Martin.” 
 

This groundbreaking comedy begun by 
CBS, spawned other television shows – 
Saturday Night Live offered us The Cone 
Heads (1977-1982), comedian Robin 
Williams launched his career in Mork and 
Mindy (1978-1982), and then Third Rock 
from the Sun aired from 1996 to 2001.  
Each of these television comedies 
challenged us to look at our American 
culture and its values through the eyes of 
other-worldly visitors. 
 

The Apostle Peter challenges us Christians 
to look at, and to live in our world as aliens,  
 

as visitors in our present world from God’s 
heavenly kingdom. 

 

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to 
those who reside as aliens... who are 
chosen according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ... 
(1 Peter 1:1-2) 

 

Peter calls us “aliens” because we live in a 
culture that does not share our values of 
following Jesus rather than popular opinion, 
because we are called to live by grace and 
peace rather than force and domination, 
and because we can live with hope and joy 
during difficult times.  These other-worldly 
values are God’s gifts to us, as Peter says,  
  

God... according to His great mercy has 
caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to obtain an 
inheritance which is imperishable and 
undefiled and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you. (1 Peter 1:3-4) 

 

As “aliens” from God’s eternal kingdom who 
are born again to a living hope, we are in a 
unique position to show the world an other-
worldly way to live.  We are free from living 
in our world as if it contained all there is.  
We are free to value God’s gifts of grace 
and peace over temporary material things.  
We are free to have peace in our present 
trials because God’s best is yet to come. 
 

This “alien” way of living is based, as Peter 
says, solely on God’s mercy.  It’s in what 
God has done for us in Jesus Christ where 
we find our true identity as His alien 
ambassadors to a troubled world.  Because 
of God’s mercy, we are free to love others 
because God has loved us. We are free to 
obey Christ because He has forgiven us of 
our rebellion. We are free to live by grace 
and peace because He has given it to us 
freely and fully.  So, put your antennas up.  
Listen to those around you, and then act in 
Christ’s name.  Act because of His mercy 
and love; be an alien!  To God be the glory! 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
June 11, 2019 
 

President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on June 
11, 2019, at 6:08 P.M. in the chapel. She read our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name. 

Also present were council members Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson, Phyllis Rossow, 
Cheryl Rotz, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council 
member Rachel Ronnevik was absent. 

Pastor Brad led devotions and prayer. 

The agenda was approved on vote following Nelson’s motion and Schaible’s second. 

Pederson made a motion to approve the minutes of the May meeting, Haiby seconded this motion, and it 
carried on vote. 

The May treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Klitzke’s motion and Haiby’s second. As of May 31, 2019, 
the General Fund balance was $18,299.34, the Major Maintenance Fund balance was $11,841.14, the Building 
Expansion Fund balance was $30,320.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was $1,370.65. 
May’s mission of the month, the Youth Idaho Mission Trip, received $1,350.00. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included Wednesday morning Bible studies and meetings with the 
Grace Prayer Team, Stephen Ministry group, The Foundry youth group, and the Grace Council as well as 
meetings regarding premarital planning, membership, the Idaho mission trip planned for June 15-22, and 
PRAY planning; numerous visitations; attending four graduation parties and the Erhard Veterans Memorial 
dedication; planning and conducting a visitation/prayer service, funeral, and committal service; and two 
vacation days. He reported vacation days planned for June 20 through 23, with the Reverend Don Suiter 
preaching on the 23rd. Pastor Brad also announced a monthly sing-along with Minister of Music Aimee 
Nordlund during the summer and that Missionary Julie Smude would speak during the June 30 worship 
service. 

Old business: 
Pederson gave an update on sanctuary seating, reporting a fund balance of $30,194. The council thanked her 
for all her work on the Sanctuary Seating Committee. 

New business: 
Ripley announced that a Vitalant blood drive is scheduled for July 11 from 5:00 until 8:30 P.M. at our church. 

Following discussion, consensus was to provide a van-accessible parking spot directly to the west of the 
sidewalk leading to the church as well as one additional parking spot for elderly/disabled. Pastor Brad 
volunteered to have his designated parking spot moved farther east. 

Haiby moved to designate the Tony and Vanessa Smude family as mission of the month for July. Rotz 
seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. Tony, who is missionary Julie Smude’s son, and Vanessa both 
have been diagnosed with cancer and will be going through treatment. They have three children, one with 
special needs. Tomas Hernandez is mission of the month for June. 

Rotz moved to adjourn; Nelson seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 7 P.M. 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, July 9, 
2019, in the chapel. 

As usher for June, Klitzke provided refreshments. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
May 31, 2019 

 
GENERAL FUND: 
Balance, May 1, 2019                                                 $ 15,757.35 
May Receipts                                                                $ 18,262.75 
May Disbursements                                                  ($15,720.76) 
Balance May 31, 2019                                               $ 18,299.34   
  
Average Attendance (4 services)                            130 
  
Mission Receipts - “Youth Idaho Mission Trip”    $1,350.00 
Wednesday Concert – “The A Chord Quartet”          $598.00 
  
GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 
Balance, May 1, 2019                                                  $30,160.00 
May Receipts                                                                      $160 .00 
May Disbursements                                                     ($          .00) 
Balance, May 31, 2019                                                $30,320.00 
  
GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 
Balance, May 1, 2019                                                  $11,776.14 
May Receipts                                                                         $65.00 
May Disbursements                                                    ($           .00) 
Balance, May 31, 2019                                               $11,841.14 
  
CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Balance, May 1, 2019                                                    $1,292.65 
May Receipts                                                                   $1,948.00 
May Disbursements                                                    ($1,870.00) 
Balance, May 31, 2019                                                 $1,370.65 

 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on June 20, 2019. Welcome and 
Table Prayer.  We had Bible Study with Pastor Brad, Pew Sisters 
 

We started our meeting by reading Philippians 4:13 on page 4 of 
our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and 
placed on file.  
  

Old Business: 
•  Donation of $1000.00 was given to the youth mission group. 
• Margaret is making a quilt for the bazaar and we hope to be 

selling tickets by August 4th. 
• Group II is in the kitchen for the bazaar. 
• On Sunday, July 21, 2019, there will be a special 

congregational meeting to discuss seating in the Sanctuary 
and sound baffles for the fellowship hall. 

New Business: 
• Our sympathy goes out to Bev Ouren and her family on the 

death of her husband Richard. 
• The lock for the kitchen door is being rekeyed. 
• Ideas on how to encourage people to bring food, serve and 

clean up for Sunday Fellowship after church on Sunday were 
discussed. 

• Motion was made to buy 4 new black small tables. 
• No meeting in July. 
• Every 3rd Wednesday, there is a Sing Along with Aimee. Come 

join the fun; it starts at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Thank you to Christine and Janice for the great brunch.  Volunteers 
for August are Pat & Ardis. 
 

Birthdays and Birthday song, offering and offering song.  Next 
meeting is August 15, 2019 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

Announcing Our New Church Website!  
We are excited to announce the release of our new church website on July 8! Here visitors, as well as 
church members, will be able to find information about our ministries, what we believe, fellowship 
opportunities, and stay up to date with current church events.  We plan to add additional functionality to 
the site, such as sermon videos and on-line giving options.  
  
The website domain name, gracechurchoferhard.org, will stay the same, but it will have a fresh new 
look and functionality.  This new site is a visible expression of our commitment to reach out to love, pray 
for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. More and more people in our community are online and 
making connections with those around us  
with a vibrant website helps us reach people 
with the gospel. 
  
The old website will be unavailable a 
 couple of days prior to the new launch,  
as it takes up to 48 hours for the new site  
to propagate.  Check it out and let us know  
how it can be improved what you think and  
what other information 
should be available. 
 
-Kim Pederson 

 



1-Marilyn Ouren 

2-Brad Bilden 

3-Holly Stenger 

4-Evelyn LaVigne 

7-Brent Walker 

9-Cheryl Muchow 

12-Hunter Pettengill 

 -Bev Scheer 

-Alicia Teberg 

13-Toby Ripley 

14-RayLynn Ripley 

15-Carol Ness 

16-Michael Norman 

17-Jennifer Larson 

19-Charlie Haugen 

20-Judy Suiter 

21-Wyatt Milbeck 

22-Shelly Fresonke 

   -Arthur Wissbrod 

24-Shirley Jenson 

   -Wyatt Haiby 

   -Brett Weiss 

26-Don Wahlstrom 

28-Arlene Stadum 

   -Larry Mostue 

29-Carol Haiby 

31-Amy Tollefson 

 

August Gazette Deadline..July 24th! 

 

formerly United Blood Services 

Blood Drive at  

Grace Lutheran  

Thursday, July 11th 

5-8:30 p.m. 

See Jeanette Ripley for  

information and to 

schedule your  

appointment! 

Sing Along with Aimee 

July 17 

August 21 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Open to all 

If you love to sing, please join us! 

Register now !  Forms available at the church 

2019 Foundry “Summa Time” Schedule 

Wed. July 3, 6-8 pm: Foundry Parade Float Prep. 

(6 pm supper, float and Bingo in the Park setup). 

Thur. July 4, 10:30 am – 3 pm: Parade and Bingo 

(10:30 am parade line-up, 1-3 pm Bingo in the  
park. 

Wed. July 10, 5:30-11 pm: FM Red Hawks w. 
P.R.A.Y. 

Wed. or Thur. July 17, 18: West Otter Tail 
County Fair (High School grades 9-12, Thursday 

is Buddy Night with B.O.G.F.) 

Wed. Aug. 7, 5:30-10:00 pm: I Point Christ Hike 

(5:30 pm meal at church, 6:15 pm leave, starts at 
7:30, return 10 pm). 

Wed. Aug. 21, 5:00-8:00 pm: P.R.A.Y. End-of-the
-Summer Extravaganza at Grace  

(Meal, Singing, Various Games with Kickball and 
Volleyball Tournaments, and  

Water Balloons?) 



Welcome to our newest members!   

We are blessed to have you  as part of out Grace family. 

Alan and Diane Haugrud 
 

Grace Lutheran Church welcomes Alan and Diane Haugrud to our 
church family.   Though they have attended Grace many times in 
the past, especially Christmas and Easter  
services, they’ve decided to make Grace their church 
home.  Alan and Diane live near Erhard and have two  
children.  Ashley, who is engaged to Steve Schweiger, lives in 
West Fargo.  Their son, Tyler, lives in Moorhead with his wife 
Kate.  
  

The Haugrud’s enjoy spending time at the lake with family and 
friends.  Like many Grace members, Alan enjoys hunting, fish-
ing, snowmobiling and “anything outdoors.”  Fishing turns out to 
be a win-win hobby because the family lists fish as one of their 
favorite foods.  
  

Diane attended Sunday School and church at Grace while she 
was growing up.  After she married Alan their children attended 
school in Rothsay and the family belonged to a local 
church.  “Grace just feels like home,” says Diane.  “Now that 
the kids are grown we decided it was time to join Grace.”  We 
are so happy you did.  Welcome Diane and Alan! 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church, Dorene (Rocholl) Kvam!  Dorene has three adult 
children, Rhonda (Jorgenson), Merel, and Darrin, plus eight grandchildren and nine 
great grandchildren!  Her husband, Richard, passed away in 2013 after a 15 year 
battle with cancer.  They were married in 1959.  Doreen lives in Fergus Falls but 
grew up southeast of Erhard. 
 
Dorene enjoys gardening, quilting, cooking, and caregiving.  Grace Lutheran Women 
would love to have Dorene enjoy their quilting group! 
 
A woman after our own hearts, Dorene loves lefsa and potato dumplings, know to 
most of us as klub, followed by raspberry desert.  
 
“I joined Grace because family members were there,” says Dorene. “Family fellowship 

is very important to me.” 
  
We are so pleased you chose to make Grace your church home. 

Grace Lutheran Church is excited to introduce our new members 
Connie and Keith Rutherford.  Many Grace members will remem-
ber Connie Weiss, daughter of Arlan and Arlene Weiss.  Connie 
grew up in Erhard and was baptized and confirmed at Grace. 
When she and her husband Keith Rutherford moved back home 
they wanted to join Grace. 
  
Keith and Connie live in Erhard with their son, James.  A daugh-
ter, Danielle, lives in Frisco, Texas.  Keith enjoys fishing, hunting 
and gardening.  Connie likes drawing, painting, and read-
ing.  Their son, James, can be found hunting and fishing, and 
playing video games. The family favorite foods include pasta, 
bread and cheese, along with Mexican food.  
  
Grace is thrilled to have you back in our church family, Connie 
and Keith, and pleased that you are making your home in Erhard! 
  





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.:  
Foundry meets for supper, 
parade/bingo set up

10:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.:  
Parade and Bingo                  
Happy 4th of July!

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

9:00 a.m.:  Worship with 
Holy Communion followed 
by coffee fellowship

6:00 pm:  GLC Council 
meets

5:30-11:00 p.m.:  FM 
RedHawks w/P.R.A.Y.                     
7:00 p.m.:  The Benson 
Family Singers             

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9:00 a.m.:  Worship 
followed by coffee 
fellowship                       
11:00 a.m.:  Prayer Group

Worship at Riverfront on 
Main & PVHC

6:30 p.m.:  Sing Along 
with Aimee

GLW does not meet in July

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

9:00 a.m.:  Worship 
followed by a special 
congregation meeting and 
then coffee fellowship

8:30 a.m.:  Stephens 
Ministry meets

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

9:00 a.m.:  Worship 
followed by coffee 
fellowship                       
11:00 a.m.:  Prayer Group

4 5 NOTES

July 2019

Vacation Bible School:  July 29-August 1


