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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship (Summer):    9:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Morning Bible Study/Prayer Fellowship:   On summer hiatus.   
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (unless otherwise specified). 
 



From Pr. Brad Soenksen 
 
 
A Safe Place 
 

 
 
I live just north of Fergus Fall, and on 
Sunday July 14, we got a reminder of 
what can happen when heat and 
humidity churn up the atmosphere. The 
storm approached from the southwest 
with heavy rain, hail, and then the wind 
hit. The wind however, came out of the 
northeast revealing the rotation of this 
strong thunder cell. We had some minor 
damage to trees and the garden, but all 
in all, we faired pretty well. 
 
The whole experience brought me back 
to my childhood. On any given summer 
day I would have been found working in 
our family garden or cutting lawns. But 
when the work was done, I was usually 
playing, watching, or listening to 
baseball. Thanks to my mother, a 
baseball junkie, our home was filled with 
the sounds of the major league ballpark. 
I can still see her making jam or canning 
vegetables with the Cubs game on the 
television and the White Sox on the radio 
in the kitchen. She always knew the 
innings and scores of both games and 
could give me an update of every 
important play.    
 
Summers also brought another memory. 
Never planned or prescribed, it was a 
happening that had a life of its own – the 
severe thunderstorm. Occasionally those  
 
 

 
 
 
 
hot humid days would brew the 
atmosphere into a churning mass of dark  
angry clouds, and then the storm would 
hit. We would look out our windows at 
the wind shredding the trees of their 
leaves and branches, and then scramble 
to the sanctuary of our basement. I 
remember always taking my Bible with 
me. I suppose in my childhood faith I 
wanted God to be with me in the 
basement - somehow I knew the cellar 
wasn’t enough; I needed God to be with 
me. 
 
The great message of the Bible is that 
God does indeed come to us in our 
storms. We see this as early as the 
Garden of Eden in Genesis 3 when God 
came to our first parents after they had 
been flattened by their self-inflicted sinful 
destruction.  He came searching, 
engaging, promising, and healing the 
hole that sin had left in their souls. In the 
following pages of the Bible we see God 
coming to us in His most final and 
decisive way – in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. It is in Jesus, where we find 
THE meeting place between a holy God 
and sinful people. He is the safest place 
for us sinners. The Gospel writer St. 
John says this about Jesus, “And the 
Word [Jesus] became flesh, and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).    

 
God indeed comes to us; and in Jesus 
Christ He delivers finally and fully the 
truth of our sin and of His grace for us.  
Jesus, He is THE safe place for all of 
Adam’s children when we face the 
storms of life and our own sinful 
destruction.  In Jesus, God hears us, 
befriends us, forgives us, and heals us – 
He is our safe place. 
 



Grace Lutheran Church-Unapproved council meeting minutes 
July 9, 2019 
 

President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on July 9, 
2019, at 6 P.M. in the fellowship hall. She read our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name. 

Also present were council members Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson, Rachel Ronnevik, Phyllis 
Rossow, Cheryl Rotz, and Bruce Schaible, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen, Treasurer Lucy Stadum, and 
Bagstevold Cemetery Committee member Ole Nelson. Council member Duane Haiby was absent. 

Pastor Brad led devotions, based on Psalm 73, and prayer. 

The agenda was approved on vote, with one addition, following Pederson’s motion and Rotz’s second. 

Schaible made a motion to approve the minutes of the June meeting, Nelson seconded this motion, and it 
carried on vote. 

The June treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Pederson’s motion and Klitzke’s second. As of June 30, 
2019, the General Fund balance was $16,435.11, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained $11,841.14, 
the Building Expansion Fund balance was $30,385.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance 
was $1,453.95. June’s mission of the month, Tomas Hernandez, received $758.80. 

Pastor Brad presented his report, which included Wednesday morning Bible studies and meetings with the 
Grace Prayer Team, the Grace Council, and LCMC Augustana District Ambassadors as well as a premarital 
meeting; The Foundry youth group Idaho mission trip send-off, Parade float preparation, and participation in 
the Erhard July 4 parade and Bingo; Grace Stephen Ministry peer supervision, numerous visitations; attending 
the Grace concert and dinner with Missionary Julie Smude; conducting a baptism and attending an open house 
following; conducting a memorial service; planning a funeral; and three vacation days. He reported that 
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 29 through August 1. 

Klitzke, as Council representative to the Property Committee, reported the need for an iron filter for the 
church’s water supply and an automatic opener for the front door and that the handicapped parking sign 
requires locating underground lines prior to installation. Ripley reminded other council liaisons to make regular 
contacts with their respective committees. 

Old business: 

Council members were reminded to welcome people, both members and guests, as they attend worship 
services and were updated about sanctuary seating. A congregational meeting regarding sanctuary seating 
and sound abatement in the fellowship hall is scheduled for July 21. 

New business: 

Ole Nelson spoke about the need to remove the cemetery fence because it is in disrepair. Ripley reminded him 
that Bagstevold Cemetery is a separate entity, that the committee is elected to make those kinds of decisions, 
and thanked him for letting the Council know about the committee’s plan. 

Pederson announced that the updated church website, gracechurchoferhard.org, went live on July 9 and urged 
the council and congregation to check it out. 

Klitzke moved to designate Grace’s Vacation Bible School as Mission of the Month for August. Ronnevik 
seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. The Tony and Vanessa Smude family is mission of the month for 
July. 

Nelson moved to adjourn; Klitzke seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 6:45 
P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, August 
13, 2019, in the chapel. 

As usher for July, Schaible provided refreshments. 

Phyllis Rossow 

Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
June 30,2019 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, June 1, 2019                                     $ 18,299.34 

June Receipts                                                   $ 12,352.20 

June Disbursements                                      ($ 14,216.43) 

Balance June 30, 2019                                   $ 16,435.11   
  

Average Attendance (5 services)                                   108 
 

Mission Receipts ~ “Tomas Hernandez”            $758.00 

Wednesday Concert ~ “Zion Gospel Band”        $626.50 
 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, June 1, 2019                                       $30,320.00 

June Receipts                                                      $       65.00 

JuneDisbursements                                          ($          .00) 

Balance, June 30, 2019                                     $30,385.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, June 1, 2019                                       $11,841.14 

June Receipts                                                $         0.00 

June Disbursements                                         ($           .00) 

Balance, June 30, 2019                                     $11,841.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, June 1, 2019                                          $1,370.65 

June Receipts                                                        $1,385.30 

June Disbursements                         ($1,302.00)  

Balance, June 30, 2019                                        $1,453.95 
 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

The GLW does not meet in July.  Next meeting is August 15, 
2019 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

Announcing Our New Church Website!  

 
We are excited to announce the release of our 
new church website! Here visitors, as well as 
church members, will be able to find information 
about our ministries, what we believe, 
fellowship opportunities, and stay up to date 
with current church events.  We plan to add 
additional functionality to the site, such as 
sermon videos and on-line giving options.  
  
The website domain 
name, gracechurchoferhard.org, will stay the 
same, but it will have a fresh new look and 
functionality.  This new site is a visible 
expression of our commitment to reach out to 
love, pray for, teach, and serve others in 
Christ’s name. More and more people in our 
community are online and making connections 
with those around us with a vibrant website 
helps us reach peoplewith the gospel. 
  
-Kim Pederson 

 

LIBRARY CORNER~AUGUST 2019  
Summer is a very busy time in a farming community!  

Everything is growing, including the weeds, which seem to grow 
whether it’s wet or dry, cool or hot.  It takes a great deal of diligence 
for us to keep our crops and flowers healthy and to keep the weeds 
from taking over. The same is true of our spiritual lives.  Unless we 
are diligent, Satan, who “prowls around like a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour,” will cause us to slowly move away from an 
intimate relationship with God and even to compromise our faith.  
We have some movies in our GLC library that will help us focus on 
Christ, even when we are busy. Pick up one of the following movies, 
relax, and grow!  

The adult movies include Gospel of Luke #115, Acts of the 
Apostles #119, and The Life of Jesus (Book of John) #89.  All of 
these are reenactments using only the Scriptures, which means you 
can listen instead of watching them.  I washed dishes, dusted, and 
folded laundry while I listened. The Gospel of Luke is in both the 
NIV and the KJV, Life of Jesus (Gospel of John) is in a modern 
English version, and Acts of the Apostles is in the NIV.  We also 
have two DVDs that are a combination of beautiful photography, 
Scripture passages, and Christian hymns and praise music. They are 
King of Creation #80 and How Great Thou Art & Climb Ev’ry 
Mountain #82. These can also be listened to without watching them.  
I enjoyed closing my eyes and just listening, but viewing while 
listening also brings a sense of joy and peace.  We have one CD of 
the Knudtson Family, It Is Well #44.    
            Our movies for children are not Scripture, but they bring 
messages that encourage faith in God and godly character.  Two 
movies are based on stories by Max Lucado, and feature the voices of 
Tim Conway, Don Knotts, Richard Kind and Melissa Disney.  
Hermie: A Common Caterpillar #37 teaches children that “God 
loves you just the way you are . . . and that you are indeed truly 
special!” God tells Hermie several times, “I’m not finished with you 
yet,” teaching him another important lesson.  Milo: The Mantis Who 
Wouldn’t Pray #26 teaches children that we can trust God to answer 
our prayers, but His answers come in many ways and might not be 
what we expect.  The third movie, Letters to God #56, is based on the 
true story of an 8-year old boy with cancer, who began writing letters 
to God. They end up in the hands of a postman who was searching 
for meaning in life. This movie has “a message of hope, faith and 
courage.” It’s a movie that the entire family can enjoy together.   
    ~Paulette Haddock, Librarian 

 

August Mission of the Month 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Vacation Bible School 

Please remember to update the office or any address, telephone 

or email changes so I can keep our contact information current.  

Feel free to email the church (glclcmc@gmail.com)or leave a note 

in the office whenever you have such changes.  Thanks, Rena  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Taylar Nehk 
3 Marcia Dillon 
   Jullian Norgren 
5 Dick Rossow 
   Jim Klitzke 
7 Mitchell Wright 
8 Donna Anderson 
10 Holly Bilden 
     Hazen Milbeck 
13 Scott Scheer 
   Julie Winkels 
   Bruce Schaible 
14 Eugene Harthun 
     Gracie Hill 
15 Jennifer Sonmor 
16 Shannon Bilden  
17 Samuel Ravenscraft 
     Brooklyn Christianson 
    Chloe Dillon 
    Frederick Mavis 
18 Jesse Scheer-Lyman 
18 Connor Larson 
19 Clayton Peterson 
    Zechariah Skunberg 
    Lyle Barringer 
    Michael Honrud 
20 Renee Stadum 
     Donna Johnson 
21 Madalyn Ripley 
     Cora Dillon 
    Myra Dillon 
   Kelsey Price 
23 Jerry Pederson 
    Andy Ripley 
    Billy Milbeck 
24 Sheila Ouren 
25 DeAnn Melkert 
26 Danny Melkert 
     Lisa Fiala 
    Cody Brown 
28 Steve Haiby 
     Laityn Grunewald 
29 Robin Klovstad 
      Arica Sanchez 
30 John Wright 
31 Claire Metzger 

 

If you’ve been inadvert-

ently missed on the 

birthday congratulation 

to share, please notify 

the church office at: 

(218)842-5205 or 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

 

 

 DVD copies of  

services 

are available 

on the Nathex or  

contact the  

church office! 

 

A big hearty welcome to Gaylene Bader who moved here two years 
ago after retiring from her job as an operator at a coal fired power 
plant in Bismarck, North Dakota.  Gaylene wanted to be closer to her 
parents and sister so she sold her house, packed up her dog, Sam-
son, and now is a Grace member along with her parents.  Gaylene 
has two children, Amanda who lives in Bismarck with her husband 
Cory, and Eric who lives in Moor-
head.  She has a grandson, Brandon, who 
lives in West Fargo. 
  

Gaylene enjoys gardening, reading, and 
fishing.   
She is happy to join us at Grace, and says 
our church mission and the friendly people 
were key reasons she wanted to join 
Grace. 
  
Welcome Gaylene! 

September Gazette  

Deadline 

August 27th! 

Thank you to everyone who helped out with  Vacation 
Bible School.  To everyone who donated funds and 
food, to Dave and Jeanette Ripley for hosting the 
IPoint Counselors, to all the great kitchen help who 
kept the kids fed well, and to Pastor Brad for being a 
great role model to all and being “one of the cool 
kids,” your generosity does not go unappreciated or 
unnoticed! 
     God Bless, 

     The VBS Committee 

 



New layout shows 29 pews and 20 chairs. 

Take a Seat! 

The sanctuary seating committee presented their recommendations for new pews and 
chairs at a special congregational meeting on July 21.  After researching several 
qualified vendors, three were selected to receive a request for proposal and submit bids 
for the project.   All three vendors were invited to Grace and asked to bring a sample of 
their pews, chairs, fabric and stain samples.   

Sauder Worship Seating from Archbold, Ohio, was selected because of their overall 
product quality, customer satisfaction and long history in the business.  Solid red oak 
pews with lumbar back support and cushioned seats have been chosen, along with 
wood chairs with back and seat cushions.   

Those attending the special congregation meeting voted to approve up to $45,000 for 
the project.  The meeting was announced in late June through a letter to members of 
the congregation, in the Gazette, and on Facebook.  Attending members also provided 
feedback on the committee’s 
proposal and many ideas 
resulted in the committee 
modifying their original 
recommendation.  Changes 
included modifying the layout, 
additional pews, adding 
cushions to the backs of the 
chairs, and modifying the 
location of wheelchair seating 
access.  Additional chairs will 
be ordered beyond those 
included in the layout for pastor 
and soloist seating, and for 

larger 

crowds. 

 

The committee also presented a customized 
drawing of the pew end symbol which will be 
routed into the pew ends.  Final upholstery and 
stain selection are underway.   

The committee hopes to finalize details and place 
the order with Sauder Worship by August 1.  The 
goal is to have the new seating in place by 
December 1.  

Interested in purchasing one of Grace’s existing pews?  Stay tuned for 
details! 





SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

28 29 30 31 1 2 3
Last day of VBS                 
Fellowship Meal at 5:30 
p.m. followed by the VBS   
Program at 6:30 p.m.

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 a.m.:  Worship with 
Holy Communion followed 
by coffee fellowship

5:30-10:00 p.m.:  Foundry 
meets for a meal and then 
will attend the Christ Hike 
at Ipoint

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 a.m.:  Worship 
followed by coffee 
fellowship                       
10:30 a.m.:  Prayer Group 6:00 p.m.:  GLC Council 

meets

7:00 p.m.:  The Grace 
Concert Series 

Presents….  The 

Kingery Family 

9:00 a.m.:  GLW meets

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

9:00 a.m.:  Worship 
followed by coffee 
fellowship and Sunday 
School Board & Teacher 
mtg       

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.:  P.R.AY.  
End-of-the-Summer Get 
Together. Meal, Sing-a-
long with Aimee at 6:30, 
Games, and FUN!

8:30 a.m.:  Stephens 
Ministry meets

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 a.m.:  Worship 
followed by coffee 
fellowship                       
10:30 a.m.:  Prayer Group

Notes:
Sunday Service Time 
Change:                        
Sunday, September 8th we 
will resume 10:00 a.m. 
Worship

Rally Sunday is 
September 8th!  Classes 
start at 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
will resume September 
11th at 8:00 a.m. followed 
by Prayer Fellowship 
Group

August 2019


