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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:   10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 



From Pastor Brad... 
 

Knowing the Time  
 

 
 

Whaaaaat? Where did September go? I 
was just getting used to the idea that 
summer was over, and that it was now  
September, when “Zazam!” now it’s 
October!  
 

Time can be such a deceptive thing, 
sometimes it creeps along at a snail’s pace 
(winter) and at other times it just flies by us 
(summer). Time can even seem repetitive. 
Take a clock for an example – the circular 
arrangement of the face and numbers 
suggests that time goes in circles, giving me 
the illusion that time, and thus my life, is 
also circular. It’s easy to think this way when 
every morning I awake, and it seems just 
like so many of the other days before it with 
the same routine of coffee, breakfast, work, 
supper, evening, and bedtime.  
 

Yet, the truth about time is that it is not a 
circle, but a straight line. When I go through 
the door of a new day, the door to yesterday 
closes shut behind me, and I cannot go 
back. When the clock strikes midnight on 
New Year’s Eve, the old year does not 
begin again; it is firmly in the past, and thus 
the New Year bids me to walk on its new 
line. This is the truth about time that the 
Apostle Paul shares with us in the book of 
Romans, and he ties it to God’s call for us to 
love one another: 
 

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfillment of the 
law. Do this, knowing the time, that it is 
already the hour for you to awaken from  

 
 
 
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us 
than when we believed.  

(Romans 13:10-11, NASB)  
 

Paul reminds us here that our time is really 
caught up into God’s larger time, and God’s 
time is NOT circular but moving on a 
straight line toward His goal.  This present 
world’s time, our time, as God has 
fashioned it, had a definite beginning and 
will have a definite end (much like the sand 
in an hour glass).  This concept of time 
should guide our living as God’s children – 
as Paul puts it, knowing the time.  As the 
wise old Moses said in the only Psalm that 
bears his name, 
 

So teach us to number our days, that we 
may present to Thee a heart of wisdom.  
   (Psalm 90:12, NASB) 

 

As we live knowing the time, we live 
thankfully – knowing that in Christ Jesus, 
God has made the ending date for us and 
for our world into the date for a new 
beginning.  This new beginning will be the 
beginning of an eternity of joy, free from the 
pain and sorrow of this old world, and lived 
out in a new body untouched by our present 
world’s decay.  On that day, God will shut 
the door of this fallen world and open His 
door into a new eternal world of goodness 
and peace, a world knowing nothing of our 
present world’s disease and conflict.   
 

To live knowing the time means that as we 
walk on this earth, we walk not in circles 
and endless repetitions, but we walk with 
God toward the goal of His new day, guided 
by the good and hopeful light that His 
approaching new day shines into our world.  
Our journey on this earth is indeed swept up 
into God’s greater time, and this time is 
marching toward the end of our old world 
and the dawning of God’s new one.  God 
calls us to fix our eyes on His new day and 
let its light guide our steps in the here and 
now.  Walk in His light and, knowing the 
time; live in His love – and don’t wait to 
show it to others. 



Grace Lutheran Church Unapproved council meeting minutes    September 10, 2019 
 

President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on September 10, 
2019, at 6:04 P.M. in the chapel. She read our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Other council members also were present including Duane Haiby, Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Rachel Ronnevik, Phyllis 
Rossow, Cheryl Rotz, and Bruce Schaible, as were Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum.  Council 
member Kim Pederson was absent. 
The agenda was approved with two additions following Nelson’s motion and Klitzke’s second. 
Klitzke made a motion to approve the minutes of the August meeting with one correction and the minutes of the July 21 
special congregational meeting; Haiby seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 
Pastor Brad led devotions, based on Psalm 34, and prayer. 
The August treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Klitzke’s motion and Schaible’s second. As of August 31, 2019, 
the General Fund balance was $9,886.24, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained $11,841.14, the Building 
Expansion Fund balance was $30,605.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was $1,674.20. 
August’s mission of the month, Grace Vacation Bible School, received $685.25. Stadum noted that the Seating Fund 
balance was $19,539.87 after the $12,189.38 down payment to Sauder Worship Seating. Sunday School Treasurer 
Arlinda Tollefson’s second quarter report indicated a balance of $2,761.87 on June 30, 2019, compared with $3,062.50 
on April 1, 2019. 
Pastor Brad presented his report, which included meetings with Grace Lutheran Women, the Grace Board of Education 
and Sunday school, Pastor Tom Olson (Augustana District of the LCMC), Pastor Rich Iverson of Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Fergus Falls (shared confirmation student), Pastor Troy Tysdal (Faith and Fellowship Press in Fergus Falls), 
Pastor Don Suiter, the Grace Council, and a meeting regarding membership; attending the Grace concert and the 
PRAY youth event at Grace; PRAY planning with Allan Westby; Grace Stephen Ministry peer supervision; conducting a 
wedding rehearsal and wedding, and two funerals; numerous visitations; and one vacation day. 
Correspondence included a note of thanks from Marty Soenksen. 
Old business: 
As the council continues to explore evangelism and mission outreach, the council further discussed inviting parents to 
remain and chat and enjoy beverages while they wait for their children who are in Sunday school. Nelson and Rotz 
volunteered to spearhead setting up the beverages, etc., and to send invitations to families with their Sunday school 
children. 
Ripley reported that she’d had a discussion with Concert Committee chair John Ripley, He indicated that he’d continue 
to book the musicians for Grace’s concert series and would try to recruit additional help but would need a position 
description so prospective committee members would know what would be expected of them. Rossow volunteered to 
update the position description. 
Klitzke provided an update on sound abatement in the fellowship hall. The Property Committee has a new plan to 
install a different product called Tetrum, which will be applied directly to the ceiling and can be painted. 
The Seating Committee is coordinating selling the old pews, and our church’s new seating should arrive in early 
November. 
Ripley announced that our congregation will observe Pastor Appreciation and the 30-year anniversary of Pastor Brad’s 
ordination on Sunday, October 20, with a potluck dinner, which the council will serve. 
New business: 
Nelson presented a Lions box for collecting used hearing aids and glasses. 
Ripley reported that the repairman said the church organ is okay and suggested that the issues being experiencing 
might lie with our sound system, which is being worked on. 
Following discussion, Nelson moved to designate the Anne Carlsen Center for Children as Mission of the Month for 
October. Rotz seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. Leigha Moen, a toddler from Rothsay who is experiencing 
serious medical issues, is mission of the month for September. Designating Threshingfloor Communities ministry group 
as mission of the month was tabled. 
Rotz moved to adjourn; Nelson seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, October 8, 2019, 
in the chapel. 
As usher for September, Nelson provided refreshments. 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, August 1, 2019                                      $ 13,023.48 

August Receipts                                                     $   9,357.22 

August Disbursements                                       ($ 12,494.46) 

Balance August 31, 2019                                     $   9,886.24   
 

 Average Attendance (4 services)                              104 

Mission Receipts ~ “Grace VBS”                               $685.25 

Wednesday Concert – “The Kingery Family”       $1,044.00 
 

 GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, August 1, 2019                                       $30,385.00 

August Receipts                 $     220.00 

August Disbursements                                          ($          .00) 

Balance, August 31, 2019                                     $30,605.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, August 1, 2019                                        $11,841.14 

August Receipts                                                        $         0.00 

August Disbursements                                         ($   1,000.00) 

Balance, August 31, 2019                                      $10,841.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, August 1, 2019                                           $1,672.20 

August Receipts                                                         $1,729.25 

August Disbursements                 ($1,727.25)  
Balance, August 31, 2019                                         $1,674.20 
  

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on September 19, 2019. Welcome 
and Table Prayer.  No bible Study today. 
 

We started our meeting by reading Philippians 4:13 on page 4 of 
our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and 
placed on file.  
  

Old Business: 
• Bazaar tickets and sign-up sheets are on the back table. 
• Still looking for sturdy black folding tables. 
• Group II is in charge of the kitchen for the bazaar, 

September 28, 9-1 p.m. 
• Chicken dinner is Oct 26. 
• Thank you to everyone who worked and served Rally 

Sunday. 
• Bazaar workers should be here at 9:00 a.m. on Friday and 

8:00 a.m. on Saturday. 
New Business: 
• Our sympathy goes out to Marty Soenksen and family on the 

death of her father.  Our sympathy also goes out to Christine 
Boese and family on the death of Albert. 

• October 13th, the congregation is invited to a wedding 
reception in honor of Dr. Simon andAnna (Soenksen) 
Erlandson following Worship here at the church. 

• October 20th is Pastor Appreciation Day with potluck. 
• October 27th is New member Sunday with a potluck. 

 

Thank you to Diane and Faye for a delicious brunch today.  Bev 
O. and Karen R. will serve our next meeting, Oct 17, 2019. 
Birthdays and Birthday song, offering and offering song.  
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

October Mission of the Month 

 

 

OCTOBER LIBRARY CORNER 
Fall is here!  Sports and harvest seem to go together along with cool evenings, hot chocolate, and a fire.  What could be better?  How about a 

good sports movie, one that touches the heart!? (I know that’s not proper punctuation, but an “interrobang”, as one of my college professors called the 
combination, seems appropriate here.)  We have four in our library and a couple more that have athletic heroes. 

Woodlawn: The True Story of the 1973 Woodlawn High School football team’s largest football game ever played in Birmingham, Alabama, 
was also “the rise of superstar, Tony Nathan.” Facing the Giants is another story about a high school football team. Their coach needs to turn to God 
before the team can break the streak of losing seasons. Both are inspirational movies. The Pistol, according to the producer of Facing the Giants, Alex 
Kendrick, is “a real inspiration.” It is the true story of a teenager who had the dream of becoming “the greatest basketball player ever.” The combination 
of a parent dedicated to his child and a youngster who was determined to succeed made it possible for Pete Maravich to become an NBA All-Star and 
Hall-of-Famer. Not only is this movie inspirational, but the bonus material reveals faith in God that helped Pete face challenges and become “one of the 
most admired and respected athletes in the world.” Soul Surfer is the story of teen surfer Bethany Hamilton,  who became a surfing champion despite 
losing an arm in a shark attack. We may not have any sharks swimming in our Minnesota lakes, but we all face unexpected obstacles. Faith in God and 
determination brought Bethany victory. This DVD also contains interesting bonus material, including an interview with Bethany.  

The last two movies are not actually sports stories, but they are excellent stories about overcoming.  Where Hope Grows features a former 
pro baseball player with “self-destructive” habits, who changes when he meets a young man with Down Syndrome. In Spirit Rider, a young teen helps 
his grandfather capture and break a wild stallion.  The boy also learns the power of forgiveness.      

 If you have a favorite sports movie that we don’t have, put a note in the DVD return drawer, or donate the movie to the library. 

 

New Pew Update! 
Our new sanctuary seating has been ordered, the pews are in 
the construction phase, and installation is set for some time 
between November 11-November 22, 2019.  Our existing pews 
have been sold and will be picked up by the buyers in late 
October.  We plan to have the carpets professionally cleaned 
before the new installation.  
  

As of September 21, 2019, we’ve raised $32,474.25 plus $2,050 
from the pew sale, or approximately $34,524 toward the 
estimated project cost of $41,000.  Thank you to everyone who 
has donated to make this exciting project a reality! 



 
 
 
 
 
1 -Ashley Hammer 
       -Teresa Johnson 
2 -Andy Anderson 
 -Roger Michaelson 
4     -Rena Kubitz 
 -Connie Rutherford 
5 -Allen Stadum 
 -Avery Hill 
7 -Eleanor Stadum 
 -Paul Aaberg 
8 -Mark LaPoint 
 -Kayla Norman 
9 -Jessica Garner 
 -Ethan Bennett 
10 -Gary Stadum 
 -Ben Dillon 
 -Kristi Christianson 
 -Lindsay Milbeck 
 -Dawn Haiby 
12 -Craig Ripley 
 -Phyllis Rossow 
14 -Alexis Ouren 
15   -Norman Muchow 
 -Kevin Nehk 
 -Brianna Norman 
16  -Whitmen LaVigne 
18 -Jenna Dillon 
 -Jeff Anderson 
 -Diane Klitzke 
20 -Joanie Fouquette 
21   -Viva Dillon 
22  -Amber Martin 
23  -Mallory Sand 
24 -Diane Lanum 
25  -Kristen Haiby 
27  -Brent McKellips 
 -Brock Hasling 

 

 

Women of all ages are invited to a twice 

monthly women’s Bible study beginning Tues-

day, October 1.  We will meet the first and third 

Tuesday evenings each month from 6:30 – 8:00 

p.m. at Rachel Ronnevik’s home (13855 

280
th

 Street, Fergus Falls) which is located mid-

way between Fergus Falls and Erhard, just west 

of Carlisle.  There is no homework or perfect 

a2endance required—just a desire to meet 

with other women to read and study God’s 

word and fellowship together.  Come and see!  

 

November Gazette  

Deadline 

October 24th! 

Pr. Brad and Marty  

cordially invite the  

congregation  

to a wedding reception  

in honor of their daughter, 

Anna & her husband  

Simon Erlandson 

following 10 a.m. Worship  

Sunday, October 13th  

The Grace Fellowship Hall 

The family will provide  

sandwiches and cake~ 

Other food items are welcome 

 

The couple is registered at Target 

and on Amazon.com 

New Member Sunday  

Sunday, October 27th 

10:00 a.m. Worship 

Please join us for a potluck  

following worship! 

 

Our family wants to thank you , the congrega-

tion, for the kind words and prayers during 

Albert's illness and passing.  Special thanks to 

Pastor Brad for visits and concerns to us. 

PASTOR APPRECIATION SUNDAY! 

Let’s celebrate Pr. Brad in honor of  

Pastor Apprecia:on Month and the 30th  

Anniversary of his Ordina:on! 

 

October 20th 

10:00 a.m. Worship  

11:00 a.m. potluck 

(sandwiches provided) 

 

We are so BLESSED to have P.B. S.  

here at Grace! 

If  you would like to order a  
Poinsettia to be placed in the  

Sanctuary during the  
Christmas season, please  

see order form in the  
fellowship hall.  

Orders are preferred  
by Oct 18 and they are $15.00 



Welcome Spaeth Family! 
 
Grace welcomes Anthony and Stacy Spaeth, and children 
Colton, McKenzie who is in Kindergarten, and 5 month old 
Kolby.  The Spaeth’s live in Pelican Rapids and enjoy spend-
ing time with family, hunting, and everything out-
doors.  Their favorite foods are pasta and tacos. 
  
The Spaeth’s found Grace Lutheran Church’s welcoming and 
friendly atmosphere so inviting that they decided to 
join!  We are so happy you did! 

New Member Spotlight 

RECIPE BY REQUEST 

Carol Haiby’s Freezer Carrots 

1/2 cup bu	er 

1 tsp. salt 

1 cup water 

1/4 cup sugar 

8 cups sliced carrots 

Mix all ingredients and boil with carrots for 

2 minutes.  Cool well and package and 

freeze 

 

Grace Welcomes the Olson Family! 
  

Shaine and Rita Olson are a busy family!  Their two boys, Ethan who is in 
8th grade, and Mason who is in 6th grade, keep the family hopping along with a 
dog and cat, eight ducks, and goats! They moved to the Erhard area after living 
in Halstad, Minnesota, for fourteen years.  
  

Rita is the agricultural teacher and FFA advisor at Rothsay Public Schools. 
Shaine works at Foltz Trucking.  The Olson’s are working on their new home to 
make it “our home.” Ethan owns Olson’s Pedal Tractor Pulls, which keeps the 
family busy & traveling most weekends in the summer doing Kid’s Pedal Tractor 
Pulls in different communities. Mason loves LEGOS and building, especially his 
Star Wars LEGO sets. Shaine says he has too many hobbies to list, but he is 
working on ‘55 Chevy pick-up restoration! Rita tries to squeeze in time to sew & 
read. 
  

Because food plays such a big role at Grace, we want to know what our new 
members like to eat.  Well, Mason loves macaroni & cheese and hot ham & 
cheese sandwiches, and Ethan enjoys shrimp. Shaine and Rita like Italian food. 
  

“We like having a church close to where we live, so when visited the church Wednesday’s and Sunday’s during lent the 
people at Grace made us feel welcomed,” said the Olson’s. “We felt like this is a church and community we can be a 
part of.” 
 

And we couldn’t be happier with your decision!  Welcome Olson’s!  



NEW ONLINE DONATION TOOL NOW AVAILABLE! 

Grace Lutheran Church is excited to announce a new 
way to give to your favorite Grace mission.  Donating 
through our online service provider, Tithe.ly: 

• Is simple, fast, and convenient! 
• Can be made via credit card, debit card, or bank 

account.  
• Giving can be one-time or on an automatically, 

recurring basis. 
• Fees1 apply, and you can choose whether you want to add the small fee to your donation, or have it 

deducted from your donation.  
• It’s safe and secure for donors and churches.  

Donate anywhere, anytime.  It’s flexible! Choose where your donation goes! 

• General Fund 
• Sanctuary Seating 
• Sunday School 
• Mission of the Month 
• Building Fund 
• Thai Mission 
• Anne Carlsen Center 

Or any number of great causes supported by Grace.  

To donate online, go to our church website at 
www.gracelutheranchurchoferhard.org. and click on the “Give” link. Simply use your computer, smart 
phone, or tablet to access the site.   

To donate using a mobile device, first get the Tithe.ly app through Google Play or the Apple App Store.  
It takes less than 30 seconds! Then search for Grace 
Church of Erhard.  Once you’ve found us click “Give” 
to start.  

You will receive a confirmation email once your 
donation is received.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

We are humbled and grateful to anyone who chooses 
to support our mission here at Grace Lutheran 
Church.  Donating to Grace monthly allows us to 
preach and teach the gospel, make disciples, and support others in our community who need help. Your 
financial support is making a difference. We thank you and praise God with whom all things are possible. 

www.gracelutheranchurchofherhard.org 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Tithe.ly and credit card companies charge a per transaction fee any time a payment is processed. VISA, MC, Discover fee is 

2.9% + .30 per successful charge; AMEX fee is 3.5% +.30 per successful charge. ACH/Bank fees are 1% + .30 per successful 

transaction.  



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6:30 p.m.:  Women's Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik's home 

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship                   
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:  Foundry 
meets                                                    
7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

9:00 a.m.: Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by coffee 
fellowship

6:00 p.m.:  Grace Council 
Meets

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship                 

7:00 p.m.:  The WoodPicks

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study                  
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed 
fellowship in honor of Anna 
(Soenksen) & Simon Erlandson's 
recent marriage                                   
3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.:  P.R.AY. Corn 
Maze event

6:30 p.m.:  Women's Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik's home 

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship                   
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:  Foundry 
meets                                                    
7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                

9:00 a.m.:  GLW Meets

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study                                
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed by a 
POTLUCK (sandwhiches provided) 
honoring the 30 yr anniversary of Pr. 
Brad's ordination

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship               
7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                

8:30 a.m.:  Stephens 
Ministry meets

4:30 - 7:00 p.m.:  Annual 
Chicken Dinner

      PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY!

27 29 30 31 1 2

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study                       
10:00 a.m.:  Worship honoring NEW 
MEMBERS followed by a POTLUCK  
(Kids sing during Worship)

28

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer Fellowship               
7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                

3
4

October 2019

NOTES


