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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:   10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 



From Pr. Brad… 
 

“Small” Wonders 
 

 
 

One day students in an elementary school 
were asked by their teacher to list what they 
thought were the "Seven Wonders of the 
World."  As one might imagine, most of the 
kids listed things like the Pyramids and the 
Great Wall of China – things they had been 
studying that year.  But one thoughtful girl 
produced the following list of what she 
thought were the “Seven Wonders.”  

 

1. to see,   
2. to hear, 
3. to touch,   
4. to taste, 
5. to feel,   
6. to laugh,   
7. and to love. 
 

The lesson for us is both basic and 
profound; the things we often overlook, and 
even take for granted, are truly awe- 
inspiring wonders.   
 

When we look at this from the perspective 
of our Christian faith, we see that God has 
endowed us with some amazing abilities, 
and He calls us to use these abilities to 
relate to Him and to other people.  Not one 
person who is living now, who has lived in 
the past, or who will live in the future, was 
created to live alone. We were created to 
live in community with other people.  
 
One very important type of community is the 
local church, a community made up of 
people of faith – a “faith community.” Now a 
church community could be pictured as a 

triangle.  On the top we have God, on one 
corner I find myself, and then in the third 
corner there are others. As God comes to 
my corner, telling me that He loves and 
forgives me in Jesus Christ, He creates a 
bond of peace between us. He then calls 
me to reflect His love to other people and to 
establish His bond of peace with them. 
Then, as these other people are touched by 
God’s forgiveness, they too reflect God’s 
goodness back to me, and the triangle is 
complete. All we have to do is place a cross 
on the top of the triangle and the picture of a 
church is complete. This relational triangle 
is sustained by God’s Word and sacraments 
as we gather together in worship. By these 
gifts we stay connected to our Lord and are 
also connected to each other. 
 

 
 

Last Sunday, as we welcomed in 24 new 
members to the Grace family, I was 
reminded how blessed I was to have been 
welcomed into this faith community some 9-
plus years ago. This church was created 
from God’s love in Christ, and it continues to 
be a place that thrives on that love. The 
faith connection we have with our God is the 
glue that holds us together as a community, 
and it fills us with the joy and laughter of a 
family reunion. God Himself, in the actions 
of Jesus Christ, has made us alive to Him, 
and to each other – now that’s a wonder 
that we can see, hear, touch, taste, feel, 
laugh about, and love being a part of.  “We 
love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
 

To God be the glory, 
 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
October 8, 2019 
 
President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on 
October 8, 2019, at 6:05 P.M. in the chapel. She read our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name. 

Other council members present were Jim Klitzke, Karen Nelson, Kim Pederson, Rachel Ronnevik, and Phyllis 
Rossow as well as Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council members Duane Haiby, Cheryl Rotz, and Bruce Schaible 
were absent. 

In Pastor Brad Soenksen’s absence we had no devotions. 

The agenda was approved following Nelson’s motion and Ronnevik’s second. 

Pederson made a motion to approve the minutes of the September meeting; Klitzke seconded this motion, and 
it carried on vote. 

The September treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Pederson’s motion and Nelson’s second. As of 
September 30, 2019, the General Fund balance was $10,273.37, the Major Maintenance Fund balance 
remained $10,841.14, the Building Expansion Fund balance was $30,680.00, and the Concert/Mission of the 
Month Fund balance was $1,870.70. September’s mission of the month, Leigha Fern Moen, received 
$1,009.00. Stadum noted that $789.11 was received through Tithe.ly, our church’s new online donation option. 

Pastor Brad’s written report included Wednesday morning Bible studies, meetings with the Grace Prayer 
Team, the Pelican Rapids Ministerial group, and with a staff member; numerous visitations; attending the 
Grace concert and choir practice; Grace Stephen Ministry peer supervision; Grace Fall Bazaar and setup; and 
conducting two wedding rehearsals, weddings, and receptions. 

Old business: 
As the council continues to explore evangelism and mission outreach, inviting parents to remain and chat and 
enjoy beverages while they wait for their Sunday school children again was discussed extensively. 

Consensus was to approve the updated Concert Committee position description as presented. 

Pederson provided an update on new sanctuary seating, which is on track to be delivered in mid-November. 
She reported that all of the old pews are spoken for and are scheduled to be picked up on October 28 and 30. 
With the $2,050.00 expected to be realized from the sale of these pews plus $5,033.00 donated from the 
Ripley canned goods sales at the Fall Bazaar, proceeds from the annual chicken dinner, and several 
memorials, the Sanctuary Seating Fund total collected is expected to exceed $42,000. 

Ripley reminded the council of Pastor Appreciation and the 30-year anniversary of Pastor Brad’s ordination on 
Sunday, October 20, with the council serving a potluck dinner for which sandwiches will be provided. 

New business: 
Ripley reminded the council that the 2020 budget will be an agenda item at the November meeting. 

Consensus was to designate the Grace Christmas Dinner as Mission of the Month for November. The Anne 
Carlsen Center for Children is Mission of the Month for October. 

Nelson moved to adjourn; Ronnevik seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, November 
12, 2019, in the chapel. 

As usher for October, Ronnevik provided refreshments. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
September 30, 2019 

 
GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, September 1, 2019                                   $  9,886.24 

September Receipts                                                 $14,089.72 

September Disbursements                                    ($13,702.59) 

Balance September 30, 2019                                 $ 10,273.37   
  

Average Attendance (5 services)                                 132 

Mission Receipt - Leigha Fern Moen                       $1,009.00 

Wednesday Concert – Paul Fladland                          $583.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, September 1, 2019                                    $30,605.00 

September Receipts                                                   $       75.00 

September Disbursements                                       ($          .00) 

Balance, September 30, 2019                                  $30,680.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, September 1, 2019                                     $11,841.14 

September Receipts                                                    $         0.00 

September Disbursements                                     ($          0.00) 

Balance, September 30, 2019                                   $10,841.14 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, September 1, 2019                                       $1,674.20 

September Receipts                                                     $1,647.50 

September Disbursements                                         ($1,451.00) 

Balance, September 30, 2019                                     $1,870.70 

  
Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes  
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on October 24, 2019. Welcome and 
Table Prayer.  No Bible Study. 
 

We started our meeting by reading Philippians 4:13 on page 4 of 
our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read and 
placed on file.  
  

Old Business: 
• Thank you to everyone who donated and worked at the 

bazaar and to Group II for serving in the kitchen. 
• We have two new black tables.  They’re a little heavier than 

the other ones. 
• Pastor Appreciation Sunday was very well attended. 
New Business: 
• Our sympathy goes out to the Bernice Haarstick family. 
• Sunday, October 27th is new member Sunday with a potluck. 
• We went through the names of the recipients of the 2018 

Christmas boxes. 
• We decided to give $100.00 to the Haiti Mission. 

 

Thank you to Bev and Karen R. for the great brunch today.  
Volunteers for November meeting are Karen N. and Jeanette. No 
birthdays.  Offering and offering song.   Next meeting is 
November 21, 2019. 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

November Mission of the Month 

 

NOVEMBER LIBRARY CORNER 

Books and music, performed before friends and 

family, used to be evening entertainment, but those days 

are gone.  Except for a few “bookworms” and very 

serious musicians in our society, most families today 

spend the evening before the TV or computer.  In 

November, I’d like to suggest your family watch a movie 

based on a fiction novel.  Movies based on a book are 

often very different from the book, so I hope some of 

you will be motivated to also read the book! I have given 

you the number of the movie in parenthesis after the 

title and an * if we have the book. 

Children’s titles include: The Legend of the Three 

Trees (35*), The Voyage of the Dawn Treader (52*) – 

one of the Chronicles of the Narnia, Letters to God (56*), 

Pilgrim’s Progress (74*), Charlotte’s Web (92), and Hugo 

(96).    

Adult titles include: Joshua (106*), The Robe 

(99),  Ben Hur (75, 2016 adaptation) & ( 76, 1959 

adaptation), The Inheritance (14), Love Comes Softly 

(39*), Love’s Enduring Promise (40*), and The Shack 

(70). 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 -Darin Teberg 
       -Elsa Grunewald 
3 -Rose Stadum 
 -Gary Longfors 
 -Amy Anderson 
 -Isabel (Ella) Bigelow 
4 -Sadie Haarstick 
 -Nick Jessen 
 -Blake Dillon 
6 -Lowell Skunberg 
 -Mason Christianson 
 -Tarin Sundblad 
 -Kindle Sundblad 
 -Gene Bogenreif 
9 -Nicholas Teberg 
 -Mary Nelson 
12 -Nichole Scheer 
13      -Izabella Hultin 
15 -Allison Nirschl 
        -Liam Scheer 
16 -Peggy Skunberg 
18 -Wendy Scheer 
 -Ricky Stadum 
 -Randy Sundblad 
19 -Kyle Skunberg 
        -Cash Sondeland 
 -Chase Pourrier 
 -Anthony Spaeth 
20 -LeRoy Neulieb 
21 -Jeanette Ripley 
 -Alesha Ouren 
 -Fred Sanchez 
 -Don Suiter 
22 -Brenda Rasmussen 
 -Allison Haiby 
       -Leah Ravenscraft 
25 -Kaytlin Winkels 
26 -Jay Fresonke 
 -Abby Fresonke 
27   -Karen Rossum 
28 -Tracy Williams 
 -Delores Pederson 
 -Debbie Bergren 
29   -Bryon Bennett 
 -Pastor Brad Soenksen 
 -Jennifer Cardwell 
30 -Renae Rocholl 
 -Joe Hill 

 

 

Women of all ages are invited to a twice 

monthly women’s Bible Study.  We will meet 

the first and third Tuesday evenings each 

month from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. at Rachel 

Ronnevik’s home (13855 280
th

 Street, Fergus 

Falls) which is located midway between Fer-

gus Falls and Erhard, just west of Car-

lisle.  There is no homework or perfect 

a1endance required—just a desire to meet 

with other women to read and study God’s 

word and fellowship together.  Come and 

see!  

December Gazette  

Deadline 

November 24th! 

 

 

 

Happy 

95th 
Birthday 

Rose! 

Please join the Stadum family in  

celebrating Rose on her birthday  

immediately following Worship 

on November 3rd.   
 

Sandwiches & cake will be provided.   

Sides will be graciously welcomed! 

   

Hope to see you there! 

 

November 3rd 
     Daylight  

      Saving 

        Time  

         Ends 

(Set clocks back 1 hour) 

Th��� y�	 f�� �� m��� 
��n� w�rd� �n� c�rd�  
f��l���n� J�r�l!’� #ea�&.  
Da� �n� M�* �p,-e.ia0e� 
1�2�n� t4 �n�5 6787r9: 
Gra<� =7>?7r� @7A �7� 
BC7n#e� 7-�.  Y�E� 
�h�uGhtHIJKes� i� #M7NJ� 
�p,-e.ia0e�. 

 T� R��K7PQ� f�RQJ� 

FYI~Rena will be out of the office from  

November 15-19 visi�ng family in Arizona 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW ONLINE DONATION TOOL NOW AVAILABLE! 

Grace Lutheran Church is excited to announce a new way to give 
to your favorite Grace mission.  Donating through our online 
service provider, Tithe.ly: 

• Is simple, fast, and convenient! 
• Can be made via credit card, debit card, or bank account.  
• Giving can be one-time or on an automatically, recurring 

basis. 
• Fees1 apply, and you can choose whether you want to add 

the small fee to your donation, or have it deducted from your 
donation.  

• It’s safe and secure for donors and churches.  

Donate anywhere, anytime.  It’s flexible! Choose where your donation goes! 

• General Fund 
• Sanctuary Seating 
• Sunday School 
• Mission of the Month 
• Building Fund 
• Thai Mission 
• Anne Carlsen Center 

Or any number of great causes supported by Grace.  

To donate online,  go to our church website at 
www.gracelutheranchurchoferhard.org. and click on the “Give” 
link. Simply use your computer, smart phone, or tablet to access 
the site.   

To donate using a mobile device , first get the Tithe.ly app through Google Play or the Apple App Store.  It takes less than 30 
seconds! Then search for Grace Church of Erhard.  Once you’ve 
found us click “Give” to start.  

You will receive a confirmation email once your donation is 
received.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

We are humbled and grateful to anyone who chooses to support 
our mission here at Grace Lutheran Church.  Donating to Grace 
monthly allows us to preach and teach the gospel, make 
disciples, and support others in our community who need help. 
Your financial support is making a difference. We thank you and 
praise God with whom all things are possible. 

www.gracelutheranchurchofherhard.org 

                                                           
1
 Tithe.ly and credit card companies charge a per transaction fee any time a payment is processed. VISA, MC, Discover fee is 2.9% + .30 per 

successful charge; AMEX fee is 3.5% +.30 per successful charge. ACH/Bank fees are 1% + .30 per successful transaction.  

The New Pews are Coming, the New Pews are Coming! 

A quick glance into the sanctuary at Grace Lutheran Church will tell even the most casual observer that something is different.  That’s because our old pews have 

been sold and the new pews are on their way! 

Sauder Worship indicates delivery of the new pews will occur the week of November 11.   Installation should take 2-3 days.  Prior to installation of the new seating, 

the carpets will be cleaned in the sanctuary, fellowship hall, narthex, and Sunday School rooms.  Chairs from the fellowship hall and chapel will be used prior to the 

arrival of the new seating.  

Fund raising goals for the new seating have been reached with additional funds available.  The sanctuary seating committee decided to purchase a new lectern 

with the excess funds.  The new lectern will arrive in approximately nine weeks. The wood and stain on the new lectern will match that of the pews, along with the 

same signage as the pew ends.   

Thanks to the sanctuary seating committee for all their work, to the Grace Lutheran Women for their donation, and to Dave and Jeanette Ripley for contributing the 

funds from the canning sale to the seating fund.  Special thanks to everyone who donated and for all the memorials received.  This is your church and you made 

this happen! 

 



Grace Lutheran Church LCMC 
(218)842-5205 

726 Fergus Avenue, PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
 

Senior Pastor Brad Soenksen    (218)205-5608 

    bradbygrace@gmail.com 

Rena Kubitz~Church Secretary  (218)329-1846 

           glclcmc@gmail.com 

Aimee Nordlund~Minister of Music  (952)200-9283 

                         aimeenordlund@gmail.com 

Dacia Johnson-Minister of Youth  (218)731-4420 

        johnsond@breckenridge.k12.mn.us 
 

FREQUENTLY CALLED NUMBERS: 
Cheryl Melkert, Organist  (218)867-2374h (218)736-4360w            
                        cdmelkert@hotmail.com 
Karen Rossum, Women Pres                   (218)739-3516 

rkrossum@bradcowisp.com 
Lucy Stadum, Treasurer   (218)842-5148 

rlstadum@rothsay.us 
 
2019 COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jeanette Ripley, President  (218)842-5301 
Duane Haiby, Vice President  (218)863-8902 
Phyllis Rossow, Secretary  (218)867-2429 
Jim Klitzke   (218)280-8321  
Rachel Ronnevik   (218)736-4009 
Kim Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
Cheryl Rotz   (218)205-4754 
Bruce Schaible   (612)889-0306 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Mary Ferguson   (218)790-0909 
Jessica Metzger   (218)770-6963 
Arlinda Tollefson                                 (218)770-8630 
 
GLW: 
Karen Rossum President  (218)739-3516 
Carol Haiby, VP   (218)863-8902 
Sheila Ouren, Secretary  (218)842-5390 
Diane Klitzke, Treasurer  (218)280-8322   
Bev Ouren, Stewardship Sec  (218)842-5289 
Marilyn Ouren, Stewardship Sec (218)842-5234 
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YOUTH GROUP ADVISORS: 
Jennifer Larson   (218)731-9896 
Kristi Christianson   (218)639-0956 
Lindsay Milbeck   (218)205-7453 
Brittney LaPoint   (218)770-2117 
 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE:   
Dennis Haiby   (218)863-2080 
Greg Melkert   (218)842-5159 
Dean Nelson   (218)863-5345 
Phil Johnson   (218)770-5042 
 
ALTAR COMMITTEE: 
Joanie Fouquette   (218)842-5214 
Carol Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Jeanette Ripley   (218)842-5301 
Karen Nelson   (763)354-8430 
 
FUND RAISING COMMITTEE: 
Pat Teberg   (218)842-5405 
Phyllis Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
Sheila Ouren   (218)842-5390 
Curt & Jennifer Cardwell  (218)671-0377 
Gary & Pat Cardwell  (320)305-0518 
 
MEMORIAL SECRETARY: 
Bev Ouren   (218)842-5289 
 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE: 
Ole Nelson   (763)229-5633 
Jerry Pederson   (218)842-5139 
Dale Gilbertson   (218)842-5550 
 
CONCERT COMMITTEE: 
John Ripley   (218)842-5290 
Karen Rossum   (218)739-3516 
Myrna Skunberg    (218)842-5135 
Pat Teberg     (218)842-5405 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Notify Jeanette Ripley of any BAPTISM 
 (218)842-5301 h 

 
Please notify Karen Rossum (218)739-3516 or    
Sheila Ouren (218)842-5390 of any FUNERAL 

The Foundry Youth Group 
The Foundry Meets the  

FIRST and THIRD Wednesday  

of each month (unless otherwise specified)  

6:00 pm to 8:00pm!  

Follow us on Facebook~ 

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 
 

Come as you are and bring a friend! 

We will start with a meal, hear a lesson about our AWESOME God 

and play some really fun games! 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

Church Reserved                                                                                                         
Set your clocks back one hour 
at bedtime

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study                                    
10:00 a.m.:  Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by Rose 
Stadum's 95th Birthday 
Celebration                             

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer 
Fellowship                           
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:  
Foundry meets                                                    
7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study                                      
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed by 
the Foundry's Chili After Church 
Fundraiser                          

Veterans Day

6:00 p.m.:  Grace Council 
Meets

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer 
Fellowship                            
7:00 p.m.:  Greg Hager 
Concert

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School, 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study                                    
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship                               

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer 
Fellowship                                 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.:  
Foundry meets                                                    
7:00 p.m.:  Choir Practice                

9:00 a.m.:  GLW Meets

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

9:00 a.m.:  Sunday School 
Christmas Program Practice , 
Confirmation, & Adult Bible Study                                     
10:00 a.m.:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship                               

8:00 a.m.:  Bible Study                      
9:15 a.m.:  Prayer 
Fellowship                          
6:30 p.m.:  Thanksgiving 
Eve Service

1 2 NOTES

November 2019

Rena out of the office until November 20th


