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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:   10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 



Rev. Brad J. Soenksen         
Grace Lutheran Church, LCMC 

Erhard, MN  
 
 
2019 Annual Pastor’s Report for Grace Lutheran Chur ch 
 
As we move forward into 2020, may we hold fast to this truth from God’s Word:  
 

But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; 
I have made the Lord GOD my refuge. 

(Psalm 73:28 NASB) 
 

We’ve been on quite a journey together these past years. We’ve grown both 
spiritually and numerically, we’ve added new ministry staff and had many 
volunteers step into serving, we’ve retired our building loan, purchased new pews 
and even added a new electronic church sign. But we’ve also seen some of our 
friends struggle with serious health issues and commended too many into their 
heavenly rest. Life indeed is full of ups and downs. 
 
This is something that Asaph, the psalmist God inspired to write Psalm 73, would 
fully agree with us about. He wrote this psalm out of a deep internal struggle with 
God after watching some really bad people skate through life enjoying good 
health and accumulating riches galore. But Asaph came to an important 
realization when he allowed God into his thinking, and began looking at his 
struggle from an eternal perspective. Because God was with him forever, that 
was his good, and this was better than temporary health or riches.  
 
And so, as we step into a new year, may we lean into this fact – that in Christ, 
God is fully, finally, and forever with us. He is with us to strengthen us as we 
gather together to hear His Gospel Word and receive His sacraments. He 
sustains us by the riches of His love, forgiveness, and renewal. The strength God 
gives to us in these gifts reaches into the core our souls where we know deep 
down that He can’t love us any more, or any less, than He has already loved us 
in Christ Jesus – now that’s a truly safe place to live – a refuge! 
 
Looking forward to this next year, I am confident in what God is going to do 
among us as He continues filling our hearts with the strength of His grace and 
sustaining us with His faithfulness. And, as we live together in this church family 
called “Grace,” we will be privileged to respond back to Him with our praises.  
Whatever we do or try to do this next year, if our hearts are nurtured by His grace 
and faithfulness, we will experience His strength as a faith community, and as 
individuals.  Whatever may come, let us agree together that “the nearness of 
God is our good” both now and forever.”  Amen. 
 
To God be the Glory! 
Pr. Brad Soenksen 



Grace Lutheran Church-Unapproved council meeting mi nutes                                                         January 14, 2020 
 
President Jeanette Ripley called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council on January 14, 2020, at 
6:02 P.M. in the chapel. She read our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, worshiping 
together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Other council members present were Karen Nelson, Rachel Ronnevik, Phyllis Rossow, Cheryl Rotz, Bruce Schaible, and Jim 
Klitzke by phone, as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council members Duane Haiby and Kim 
Pederson were absent, 

Pastor Brad led devotions. 

The agenda was approved with one addition following Ronnevik’s motion and Rossow’s second. 

Schaible made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 2019 meeting; Nelson seconded this motion, and it carried 
on vote. 

The December treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Nelson’s motion and Rotz’s second. As of December 31, 2019, 
the General Fund balance was $30,905.32 following year-end donations of $43,978.75, the Major Maintenance Fund balance 
was $8,948.79, the Building Expansion Fund balance was $37,045.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance 
was $3,062.70. December’s mission of the month, The Salvation Army, received $901.00. 

Pastor Brad’s report included Wednesday morning Bible studies (3); meetings with the Grace Prayer Team (3), The Foundry 
youth group (1), the Pelican Rapids Ministerial group, the LCMC Augustana District, and the Grace Council; attending the 
Grace concert, choir practices, and a birthday party; numerous visitations; meetings regarding sound abatement in the 
fellowship hall and the food shelf; conducting Christmas Eve candlelight and Christmas Day Matins worship services, a 
premarital counseling session, and a pre-baptismal meeting; and helping with the Community Friendship Christmas Dinner. 

Old business: 
Ripley asked for feedback regarding the signs posted to discourage bringing coffee and other dark-colored beverages into 
the sanctuary in an effort to maintain our new seating and newly shampooed carpet. 

Ripley announced that the new pulpit and six additional chairs have been ordered and will be paid for by an anonymous 
donor. The council briefly discussed what to do with the old lectern. 

The 2020 Grace Lutheran Church budget again was discussed. This proposed budget has been mailed to all members for 
their consideration prior to the congregation’s annual meeting on January 26. 

New business: 
Microsoft no longer supports Windows 7, leaving Pastor Brad’s office computer vulnerable to security risks and viruses. Also, 
Treasurer Lucy Stadum’s computer crashed during year-end work for our church. Ronnevik moved to purchase a new 
desktop Windows 10-compatible computer for Pastor Brad and a new laptop computer for Stadum, both with appropriate 
software, to be paid from our church’s office/worship supplies budget. Rotz seconded this motion, and it passed on vote. Phil 
Johnson is working on procuring these computers and getting them set up. 

The council had a preliminary discussion about the advisability of establishing a security team, noting that churches are 
vulnerable to armed attacks and that many churches in Otter Tail County reportedly do have security teams. No action was 
taken, but this discussion will start a thought process regarding this issue. 

The council discussed the possibility of not changing worship service time to 9 A.M. for the summer. Consensus was to 
survey congregation members’ preferences at the annual meeting. 

The council reviewed the 2020 annual meeting ballot as presented by the Nominating Committee and thanked committee 
members for their work. 

Following discussion, Rossow made a motion to designate the Melissa Pevestorf family as Mission of the Month for 
February. Ronnevik seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. Melissa, who is facing a long recovery from a severe 
medical emergency suffered on Christmas Eve, is Aimee Nordlund’s sister. Heart to Heart Thailand (Julie Smude’s mission) 
is January’s Mission of the Month. 

Schaible moved to adjourn; Rotz seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and this meeting closed at 7:10 P.M. with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, February 11, 2020, in 
the chapel. 

As usher for February, Rotz provided refreshments. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved Annual Meeting Minutes 
January 26, 2020 
 
Council President Jeanette Ripley convened the Congregational Annual Meeting of Grace Lutheran Church at 
10:55 A.M. following the morning worship service on January 26, 2020. She opened with a devotional about 
giving thanks based on the first verse of Psalm 107, recognizing the paid staff and myriad volunteers who keep 
our church running. 

Duly made and seconded motions to approve this meeting’s agenda and the minutes of the 2019 
Congregational Annual Meeting passed on voice votes. 

Congregational members in attendance reviewed Grace Lutheran Church’s 2019 Statistics and the 2019 
Treasurer’s Reports (General Fund, Savings Account, Building Expansion Fund, Major Maintenance Fund, 
Concert/Mission of the Month, Stewardship, and memorials designated to various church funds) as well as 
financial reports from the Bagstevold Cemetery Association, Grace Lutheran Women, Memorial Secretary, 
Sunday School, and The Foundry as submitted and printed in the 2019 Annual Report. While reviewing these 
reports a suggestion was made that the council move the recurring balance in the Grace Concert Fund to 
another cause. While discussing the Stewardship Report, consensus was that the congregation needs more 
education about our church’s ongoing budgetary requirements. To that end, it was suggested that weekly and 
quarterly contributions compared with budget be reported in the weekly bulletins and in the monthly Gazette 
newsletter. Upon being duly made and seconded, a motion to approve all of these reports carried on voice 
vote. 

The proposed budget for 2020 included the following line item changes from the 2019 budget: 

• A $500 increase for church maintenance (including lawn mowing) 
• A $515 increase for insurance 
• A $100 increase for garbage service 
• A $1,700 increase for pastoral base salary with attendant increases for pension and Social Security 

allowance, totaling approximately 4 percent 
• A $100 increase for the treasurer’s mileage allowance 

Following review and discussion, a duly made and seconded motion to approve the proposed total budget of 
$175,095.70 passed on voice vote. 

Tellers Cheryl Rotz and Jessica Rotz distributed the ballot as proposed by the Nominating Committee. Ripley 
reviewed the ballot and called for additional nominations from the floor. Hearing none, a motion to cast a 
unanimous ballot was duly made, seconded, and carried on voice vote. Ripley thanked the Nominating 
Committee and all who had agreed to serve, including: 

• Council members (three-year terms) – Curt Cardwell and Harlan Seidell and incumbent Cheryl Rotz 
• Nominating Committee (one-year terms) – John Ripley and incumbent Karen Rossum 
• Youth Committee (two-year terms) – Jessica Metzger and incumbent Jennifer Larson 
• Property Committee – incumbents Dennis Haiby and Greg Melkert 
• Bagstevold Cemetery Association (three-year term) – incumbent Ole Nelson 
• Education Committee – (three-year term) Danielle Grunewald 
• Memorial Secretary (one-year term) – incumbent Bev Ouren 

The tellers distributed a survey regarding preference for keeping worship at 9 A.M. in the summer and 10 A.M. 
during the school year or maintaining 10 A.M. worship year-round. Those in attendance at this meeting 
overwhelmingly preferred the current 9 A.M. summer and 10 A.M. balance of the year schedule. 

This meeting adjourned at 11:44 A.M. followed by the Lord’s Prayer, table prayer, and a potluck meal. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Council Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
December 31, 2019 

 

GENERAL FUND: 

Balance, December 1, 2019                                 $2,265.69 

December Receipts                                             $43,978.75 

December Disbursements                                ($15,339.12) 

Balance December 31, 2019                             $ 30,905.32   
  

Average Attendance (5 services)                                 170 

Mission Receipts ~ “Salvation Army”                    $901.00 

Wed Concert ~“Heart O Lakes Harmony”            $600.00 
  

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, December 1, 2019                              $30,925.00 

December Receipts                                             $  6,120.00 

December Disbursements                                 ($          .00) 

Balance, December 31, 2019                            $37,045.00 
  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, December 1, 2019                               $10,841.14 

December Receipts                                              $  1,040.00 

December Disbursements                                 ($ 2,932.36) 

Balance, December 31, 2019                             $  8,948.79 
 

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, December 1, 2019                                   $2,804.70 

December Receipts                                                 $1,501.00 

December Disbursements                ($1,243.00) 

Balance, December 31, 2019                                $3,062.70 

  

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes  
No meeting in January 
Next meeting is February 20, 2020 

 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

FEBRUARY 2020 LIBRARY CORNER by Paulette Haddock GLC Librarian  
LOOK UP! This year I will be writing about the new items we get for our library.  Each month the new  books and DVDs will be on the 

center top shelf labeled “NEW,” until the beginning of the next month.  Then they will be placed in the correct section of the library 

according to topic.   

New DVDs:   The Communion of Saints Under Fire from Voice of the Martyrs has testimonies of ten persecuted believers from 

restricted nations. You’ll find more inspiration from Amazing Grace: The Stories, Music and Words of America’s Most Beloved Hymns.  

The story of our national anthem, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” and its author, Francis Scott Key, is told in Proof Through the Night. The 

special features are worth watching, too! Another story from a time of war has become an American classic.  The Sound of Music is one 

of the most beloved musicals ever produced. The story of the von Trapp family in the face of Hitler’s conquest of their nation is one of 

courage and hope.  Heroes seem to abound in times of war, but many of them live out their lives and die in obscurity. No one knows 

their story, they are not lauded in the newspapers, or given medals.  Their families may not even know the courageous deeds they did 

with little thought for their own lives.  Unsung Heroes: The Story of America’s Female Patriots tells the story of some of these heroes. 

Three of our new DVDs are based on novels.  The Pilgrim’s Progress is based on John Bunyan’s 17
th

 Century novel, but this animated 

version has the look of a 21
st

 Century action movie. It is not for young children! The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and Prince 

Caspian, from Walt Disney Pictures, are based on the C.S. Lewis “Chronicles of Narnia” series for children, but they are not strictly 

children’s movies!  These are movies for the family to watch together and discuss. The last two movies are fictional stories about a 

children’s author and the struggles she has with her faith. In the first, Heavens to Betsy, Betsy Simon struggles to understand why God 

never answers her prayers (ie. Why doesn’t He give her what she wants?). In the second movie, Heavens to Betsy 2, Betsy is convicted 

about lying and must deal with the consequences when she tries to set the record straight.  Haven’t we all been there?  My hope is that 

each of these movies will be used to enrich the lives of those in our congregation during 2020.   

New Books for Adults:   Educated: A Memoir by Tara Westover, is the story of her life and how she overcame an abusive homelife and 

virtually no schooling to earn a PhD in history from Cambridge University.  This is not a Christian book, but her courage and persistence 

set an example for all of us.  For those of you who missed our Wednesday morning Bible study on Ecclesiastes, we have the book Pastor 

Brad recommended by Derek Kidner, The Message of Ecclesiastes. Like the Westover book, it begins with depression and 

hopelessness, has a turning point that brings hope, and ends on a high note!  

Welcome Jordan! 

     
    Grace welcomes Jordan 

    Rasmusson to our church 
      family!  Jordan and his 

      fiancée Emma are from 
   Fergus Falls.  They are getting 

married in September of 2020. 
  

Jordan enjoys running, reading, and politics!  You may 
have noticed Jordan’s occasional column in the Fergus 
Falls Daily Journal.  Jordan is a regular attendee at Grace’s 
Wednesday morning Bible study. 
  

Jordan will fit right into Grace as a self-proclaimed fresh 
lefse lover.  He also enjoys walleye and scalloped 
potatoes.  He’s come to the right place! 
  

When asked why he chose Grace Lutheran Church, Jordan 
says, “Grace's strong commitment to teaching God's Word 
and to hospitality,” were key to his decision. 
  

It’s delightful having you as a member of Grace, Jordan. 
 

 

Library Announcement~When you check out a 

book, be sure to write your name and the date 

on the card before you put it in the wooden box.  

Thank you. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 -Ben Honrud 
4 -Terry Pauli 
7 -Danielle Grunewald 
8 -Derek Tollefson 
9 -Doug Motz 
 -Evan Kubitz 
 -Peter Tollers Ronnevik 
10 -Roger Rossum 
 -Ryder Noble 
11 -Shaun Ripley  
 -David Motz  
 -Cassie Nelson 
 -Andrea Nelson  
12 -Daryl Stadum   
 -Nicholas Anderson 
 -Reid Norgren 
 -Janna Gerold   
13 -Hailey Peasley 
 -Ole Nelson   
14 -Liala Nordling 
 -Anna Erlandson  
15 -Bernice Haarstick  
17 -Amie Chouinard 
 -Ava Martin 
18 -Toni Rossow 
 -Aiden Michaelson 
19 -Lincoln Haiby 
 -Ernie Kubitz 
20 -Arlene Weiss 
 -Dale Gilbertson 
 -Jon Mayfield 
21 -David Ripley 
 -Colleen LaPoint 
 -Joseph Gerold 
 -Denver Gast 
22 -Ryan Melkert 
 -Sherri Peterson 
23 -Carol Ripley 
 -Marty Soenksen 
 -Julia Weiss 
 -Diane Haugrud  
24 -Sarah Nehk 
25 -Greta Tollefson 
 -Amanda Aaberg 
26    -Lucy Stadum 
28  -Barbara Schaible  

 

The Foundry  
Valentine’s Bake 

Sale 
February 9  

9:00 a.m. to noon 
All proceeds go to the Foundry 

for future mission trips 

 

Women’s Bible Study. 

First and third Tuesday of each month 

(unless noted)  

6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  

Rachel Ronnevik’s home  

13855 280
th

 Street, Fergus Falls 

 

Reminder:  NO Concert in February! 

Thank you for allowing us to hold our annual 

meeting at your church on January 12th.  We 

really appreciate it greatly! 

Your friends at Maplewood Lutheran Church 

February Quilters  

February 3rd & 4th~9:00 A.M. 

 

If you enjoy sewing, or want to 

help, please join us!   

We will be working in the  

Fellowship hall with a  

potluck lunch each day 

Soup, Supper & the Word 

Wednesdays during Lent  

starting Feb 26th  

5:30-6.45 p.m.! 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9:00 a.m. -Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study                         
10:00 a.m.:   Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by coffee 
fellowship 

6:30 p.m.:  
Women's Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik's

8:00 a.m.:   Bible Study                 
9:15 a.m:   Prayer Fellowship                           
6:30-8:30 p.m.:   Foundry meets        
7:00 p.m.:   Choir Practice                

Church Reserved for 

The Foundry

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

9:00 a.m.-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study                              
10:00 a.m. :  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship                             
Foundry Bake Sale

6:00 p.m.:   GLC 
Council meets

8:00 a.m.:   Bible Study                 
9:15 a.m.:   Prayer Fellowship                         

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

9:00 a.m. -Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study                           
10:00 a.m.:   Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship 

6:30 p.m.:  
Women's Bible 
Study at Rachel 
Ronnevik's

8:00 a.m.:   Bible Study                 
9:15 a.m.:   Prayer Fellowship        
6:30-8:30 p.m:   Foundry meets   7:00 
p.m.:   Choir Practice                

9:00 a.m.:  GLW 
meets

8:30 a.m.:     
Stephens Ministry 
meets

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

9:00 a.m. -Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study                                  
10:00 a.m.:   Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship 

8:00 a.m.:   Bible Study                 
9:15 a.m.:   Prayer Fellowship         
5:30-6:45 p.m.:  Lent Soup Supper 
& the Word                                    
7:00 p.m.:   Choir Practice                

February 2020

GLW Quilters meet at 9:00 a.m. 

Valentines' Day

Ash Wednesday



 


