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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:   10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
Prayer Fellowship: Every Wednesday immediately following Moring Bible Study. 
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  (unless otherwise specified). 
Choir Practice:  1st, 3rd, and 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
 



From Pr. Brad 
 
Think Spring! 
 

 
 
Yes! That hard winter month of 
January has passed, and we are 
closing in on the end of February. 
We can now begin to think spring!  
Even if March decides to come in 
like a lion, its days are numbered 
and the big thaw is inevitable, 
sooner, rather than later. The days 
are noticeably longer, and it’s really 
nice to need sunglasses when I drive 
to the church office in the morning.  
 
As we enjoy turning the calendar to 
March, we also find ourselves in the 
season of Lent, with Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday just over the 
horizon in April – like a light house 
shining its beacon out across the 
stormy waters of our Lenten 
repentance – that beam of brilliant 
light proclaiming, “It is finished!” and 
“He is risen!” 
 
March is a month of light: more sun 
light, and more spiritual light. As we 
move through the March Lenten 
season to Good Friday and Easter, 
we are witnessing once again God’s 
light shining into our darkness. We 
are recharging our spiritual batteries 
by remembering how God  
 

 
 
 
 
demonstrated His goodness to us at 
the cross of Jesus Christ. It was at 
that cross where God’s light of 
judgment exposed our sin, and the 
light of His mercy revealed the depth  
of His love for us. It was there that 
Jesus took our sin upon Himself and 
proclaimed to us “It is finished!” and 
then rose from the dead to confirm it 
and seal it forever! 
 
Psalm 27 captures this theme of 
God’s spiritual light,  

 
The LORD is my light and my 
salvation— whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my 
life— of whom shall I be afraid?  

  (Psalm 27:1-2) 
 

It didn’t matter to God that we were 
in darkness – that we were fumbling 
around unable to find Him. He just 
turned on the light of His love and 
sent His Son to shine upon us!  The 
light of God’s salvation, that 
stronghold He has given us in His 
Son, dispels the darkness of our fear 
of judgment and protects us from the 
enemy who wages war against our 
souls. By the light of the cross, we 
can see God as our Friend, and 
Jesus as our life-long Companion 
and Defender.   
 
As we say goodbye to winter and 
welcome the warmth of spring, 
remember the warmth of God’s love 
shining down on us in Jesus Christ. 
May that warmth thaw out the frozen 
places of our hearts and bring new 
things to life!  



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
February 11, 2020 
 

Vice President Duane Haiby called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran 
Church Council on February 11, 2020, at 6:03 P.M. in the chapel. Council members read 
in unison our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the 
Bible as God’s truth, worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray 
for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s name. 

Other council members present were Curt Cardwell, Rachel Ronnevik, Phyllis Rossow, 
Cheryl Rotz, Bruce Schaible, Harlen Seidell, and Jim Klitzke by phone, as well as 
Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy Stadum. Council member Jeanette Ripley 
was absent, 

Pastor Brad led devotions based on Mark 2. 

The agenda was approved with one addition following Ronnevik’s motion and Rotz’s 
second. 

Haiby acknowledged Rotz, who was elected to serve another three-year term on the 
council, and welcomed Cardwell and Seidell, newly elected council members. He also 
thanked outgoing council members Karen Nelson and Kim Pederson 

Haiby called for nominations for president. Rossow nominated Haiby, and Klitzke 
seconded the nomination. Hearing no additional nominations for president, Haiby called 
for nominations for vice president. Rotz nominated Schaible, and Ronnevik seconded 
that nomination. Hearing no further nominations for vice president, Haiby called for 
nominations for secretary. Klitzke nominated Rossow, and Rotz seconded the 
nomination. Cardwell moved to cast a unanimous ballot for these nominees; Seidell 
seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 

Ronnevik made a motion to reappoint Lucy Stadum as treasurer. Following Rotz’s 
second, this motion passed on vote. 

Schaible moved to approve the minutes of the January meeting with one addition; 
Seidell seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. 

The January treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Ronnevik’s motion and 
Schaible’s second. As of January 31, 2020, the General Fund balance was $33,842.83, 
the Major Maintenance Fund balance was $8,973.78, the Building Expansion Fund 
balance was $37,165.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance was 
$2,671.30. Heart to Heart Thailand (Julie Smude’s mission), received $542.00 as 
January’s mission of the month. 

Pastor Brad’s report included four Wednesday morning Bible studies; meetings with the 
Grace Prayer Team (4), The Foundry youth group (2), area pastors, Grace quilters, and 
the church council; numerous visitations; Stephen Ministry supervision; choir practice; 
conducting worship services at Riverfront on Main and the Pelican Valley Nursing Home 
in Pelican Rapids; and helping with fellowship hall sound abatement and baking for The 
Foundry bake sale. He mentioned that Lenten Soup, Sandwich, and the Word would 
start on February 26. First Communion instruction for 11 fifth graders would begin on 
March 4 and continue on March 11, 18, and 25, and April 1 with First Communion 
served for these students at our Good Friday service on April 10. 

Old business: 



As the council continues to explore evangelism and mission outreach, a twice-a-month 
pre-Sunday school class is being explored beginning in the Fall. It’s hoped that this also 
may entice parents of young children into our church. 

Pastor Brad’s new computer now is in use; its cost was $536.23 to be paid from our 
church’s office/worship supplies budget. Phil Johnson was expected to install Treasurer 
Lucy Stadum’s new computer at the end of the week. 

Worship service time will remain at 9 A.M. for the summer, per the advisory vote at the 
congregation’s annual meeting. 

To follow up on a suggestion made at the annual meeting, the treasurer will provide 
information about donations compared with budget for the bulletins on a monthly basis 
and for the Gazette newsletter on a quarterly basis to enable the congregation to more 
easily understand our church’s financial situation. 

New business: 
These council members volunteered to be representatives/liaisons for 2020: 

Audit Committee representative - Jeanette Ripley 
Education Committee representative - Rachel Ronnevik 
Nominating Committee representative - Curt Cardwell 
Property Committee representative - Jim Klitzke 
Child and Youth Safety Committee liaison - Cheryl Rotz 
Fundraising Committee liaison - Curt Cardwell 
Grace Lutheran Women liaison - Rachel Ronnevik 
Youth Committee liaison - Cheryl Rotz 

Council members also selected their months to be head ushers for the year. A 
discussion of usher duties followed. The secretary will update these lists, which will be 
distributed to all council members and posted at the back of the sanctuary. 

Cardwell made a motion to transfer $1,013.34, which had been designated for the 
concert fund but has been carried in General Fund savings, to the Concert/Mission of 
the Month Fund. Rotz seconded this motion, and it carried on vote. This, too, is the 
result of a suggestion received at the annual meeting. 

The Fundraising Committee is sponsoring a Pancake Breakfast on March 1 from 11 A.M. 
till 1 P.M. on March 1 with proceeds to go toward sound abatement in the fellowship hall 
and to the Ben and Kelly Pontius Elementum Youth/Adult Ministry. 

Council members will serve the Lenten meal on Wednesday, March 25. Details were 
tabled until the March meeting. 

The Men’s Ham Dinner is scheduled for March 28 from 4:30 until 7:00 P.M. 

Consensus was to designate the Pelican Rapids Food Shelf as Mission of the Month for 
March to take advantage of the Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign, which brings 
together various community organizations, businesses, and faith communities to help 
stock nearly 300 food shelves statewide. The Melissa Pevestorf family is Mission of the 
Month for February. 

Rossow moved to adjourn; Cardwell seconded the motion, which carried on vote, and 
this meeting closed at 7:20 P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. Haiby provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. 
on Tuesday, March 10, in the chapel. 

Phyllis Rossow, Secretary 



 

 

 

 
 

GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
                               
GENERAL FUND:  January  2020   
Month Budget  
Amount                 Receipts            Gain/ ( Shortfall)  
$14,591.30           $16442.47          $1,851.17 
  
Average Attendance (4 services)                        118 
Mission Receipts ~Heart to Heart Thailand    $542.00 
NO Wednesday Concert                      $       .00 
  
GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 
Balance, January 1, 2020                           $37,045.00 
January Receipts                                        $     120.00 
January Disbursements                             ($          .00) 
Balance, January 31, 2020                         $37,165.00 
  
GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 
Balance, January 1, 2020                            $8,948.78 
January Receipts                                         $      25.00 
January Disbursements                              ($          .00) 
Balance, January 31, 2020                         $ 8,973.78 
  
CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 
Balance, January 1, 2020                            $3,062.70 
January Receipts                                         $   542 .00 
January Disbursements                              ($   939.12) 
Balance, January 31, 2020                          $2,671.30 
 

 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

 

Grace Lutheran Women Meeting Minutes 
 

Grace Lutheran Women met on February 20, 2020. Welcome 
and Table Prayer.  Bible Study with Pastor Brad, Pew Sisters. 
 

We started our meeting by reading Joshua 1:9 on page 4 of 
our booklets.  Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were read 
and placed on file.  
  

Old Business: 
• Thank you to everyone who helped set up, serve, donate 

items and clean up for the Community Christmas Dinner. 
• Thank you to everyone who donated items for the 

Christmas boxes and delivered them. 
New Business: 
• Mother/Daughter Banquet TBD.  Group I takes care of the 

kitchen and serving. 
• Men’s Ham Dinner is March 28th. 
• Pancake Breakfast is March 1st with a bake sale 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. 
• New placemats, Faye and Karen N made motion and 2nd 

it. 
• Lenten Suppers-Group I on Wednesday, March 4th and 

Group II is March 18th. 
• A motion was made that we will not buy a mixer.  Carried. 

 

Thank you to Sheila and Faye for serving the great brunch 
today.  Serving in March will be Janice H and Christine.   
 

Birthdays and Birthday Song, Offering and offering song.    
Next meeting is march 19, 2020. 
 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary  

 

MARCH 2020 LIBRARY CORNER by Paulette Haddock GLC Librarian  
In spring new leaves pop out, the bulbs planted in the fall suddenly appear as blooms, and there are baby animals 

everywhere.  New things pop up in the Grace Lutheran Library, too – every month! You don’t have to wait for the snow to 

melt and the ground to thaw.  Wonderful members and friends of our church donate items for all of us to enjoy 

throughout the year. This month I’d like to introduce you to magazines we have in our library. 

 

A member of our congregation has donated a subscription to Christianity Today for the past two years. This publication 

covers a broad range of topics in every issue, but always has a highlighted article.  For example, the November feature 

article was Worship Where You Work and December’s was The First Christian. A recent donation is Biblical Archaeology 

Review.  The January/February 2020 issue has a variety of articles about recent discoveries and the cultural history of 

biblical times.  The feature article is An Insider’s Look at 8 Excavations. This publication is filled with lots of photos! We are 

also adding the Connections issues about The Ten Commandments to our library magazine collection. Each issue has 

articles written by a variety of ministers and theologians about one commandment.  We have the issues about the fifth, 

sixth, and seventh commandments, but we are looking for donations of the issues about the first four commandments.   

 

We are interested in suggestions for other publications to add to our library, and we are looking for more people to check 

out our magazines. Are you one of them?  

Library Announcement~When you check out a 

book, be sure to write your name and the date 

on the card before you put it in the wooden box.  

Thank you. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 -Morgan Sundblad  

2 -Elaine Knutson 

             -Margaret Barringer 

 -Shaine Olson  

3 -Kimberly Barthel  

 -BeckyHoeper 

 -Chad Chris!anson  

 -Ethan Nelson    

4 -Sco$ Ripley 

 -Aus!n Lehn 

 -Caden Rossum 

5 -Mason Olson      

6 -Anna Motz 

 -William Stutsman 

7 -Kayla Lehn 

 -Cody Lavigne   

8 -Jim Hanson 

 -Kammie Fouque$e 

 -Jeff Lavigne  

9 -Jessica Rotz 

10 -Cheryl Rotz  

11 -Pat Teberg  

12 -Elsa Pe7t  

13 -Greg Melkert    

       -Tyson Motz 

 -Beth LaVigne 

14 -Lilly Anne Peterson 

17 -Kim Anderson 

       -Christopher Ripley 

18 -Parker Bilden 
21 -Griffin Westby 

 -Nathan Tollefson 

 -Brian Motz  

22  -Lilyana Nord 

23 -Ashley Stadum 

 -Mike Sundblad 

25 -Mackenzie McKellips 

26 -Amber Fleming 

27 -Paule$e Haddock 

 -August Weiss 

 

If you would like to  
purchase a Lily  to be 

placed in Sanctuary on  
Easter, fill out the order 

form in the Fellowship Hall       
                                   

 $15.00 each 

Thank you to my church 

friends who so graciously 

blessed me with a wonderful 

60th birthday party last Sun-

day.  It was a total surprise 

to come walking into the 

church to see the beau�ful 

decora�ons, the gi s, and 

the delicious food served 

that day.  I am truly blessed 

to have you all in my life!   

Marty Soenksen  

 

Soup, Supper & the Word 

Wednesdays during Lent  

5:30-6.45 p.m.! 

 

 

NO Women's Bible Study at 

Rachel Ronnevik’s in March 

SPRING AHEAD  

2:00 A.M.  

MARCH 8TH! 

 If you’ve been inadvert-

ently missed on the 

birthday list or have a 

congratulation to share, 

please notify the 

church office at: 

(218)842-5205 or 

glclcmc@gmail.com 
 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

9:00 am-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by Homemade 
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser and 
Bake Sale

8:00 am:  Bible Study                         
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship                         
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word with Devotional at 6:30            
6:30-8:00 pm:  Foundry meets           
7:00 pm:  Choir Practice                

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

9:00 am-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship                                   
Daylight Savings Time Begins 6:00 pm:  GLC Council 

meets

8:00 am:  Bible Study                   9:15 
am:  Prayer Fellowship               5:30 
pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the Word with 
Devotional at 6:30                7:00 pm:  
Off the Hook Concert                

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:00 am-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship 

8:00 am:  Bible Study                           
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship                  
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word with Devotional at 6:30                            
6:30-8:30 pm:  Foundry meets   7:00 
pm:  Choir Practice                

9:00 am:  GLW meets                                                                                                      
SPRING BEGINS!!

Church Reserved

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:00 am-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship 

8:00 am:  Bible Study                         
9:15 am:  Prayer Fellowship                         
5:30 pm:  Soup, Sandwich & the 
Word with Devotional at 6:30            
7:00 pm:  Choir Practice                

4:30-7:00 pm:               
Men's Ham Dinner 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

9:00 am-Sunday School, 
Confirmation, Adult Bible Study  
10:00 am:  Worship followed by 
coffee fellowship                                          
Farm Fellowship TBD

First Communion Class meets 
each Wednesday of March from 
5:30-6:15 pm 

March 2020

Confirmation Retreat at IPoint until            
11:30 am Sunday




