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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, please visit our 
website or Facebook for latest schedule information  
 



From Pr. Brad... 
 

He Stands with Us 
 

 
 

I was seven, and it was the end of another 
hot August day. With daylight fading behind 
the large maple trees of my neighborhood, I 
heard my mother’s call to come home. 
Summer was coming to an end and the start 
of school was near, so I was determined to 
drain every drop out of my summer break. 
 

As I cut through several backyards on my 
way home, I ran by a neighbor’s clothesline. 
It was so close, I could almost touch it, and 
then the thought hit me, “Tarzan!” My 
running turned on a tight arc as I headed 
back for my last adventure of the day. The 
thought did cross my mind about the 
propriety of my intended action, but it was 
quickly pushed aside by the fact that I had 
never seen one stitch of clothing hanging 
from this line. “Therefore,” I reasoned, “I 
would be putting it to good use.”  
 

With arms stretched high, I hit the 
clothesline at full speed. I was flying. 
Swinging back and forth, kicking my legs 
upward, I gained more and more altitude. 
And then it happened, a face appeared in 
the window; it was the old man who owned 
the clothesline. Simultaneously, the line 
pulled loose from the tree into which it was 
anchored and I was momentarily suspended 
in mid air. In my slow-motion fall to the 
ground, it occurred to me that my neighbor 
didn’t look very happy. 
 

I bounced off the ground once and came up 
running. As I fled home, I suddenly recalled 
a promise my dad had made to me. “Brad,” 
he had said, “if you do something wrong, 
and you come to me first, before I find out 

some other way, I will go easier on you.” I 
burst through our front door, and before my 
dad could lower the newspaper he was 
reading, my clothesline confession came 
gushing out. 
 

He didn’t look all that that surprised 
(probably the reason my older brother and 
sister have no memory of this promise being 
given to them). He rose from his chair and 
told me to come with him as he walked out 
our front door on the way to his service 
truck. He calmly opened one of the large 
tool boxes, grabbed some tools, and then 
said, “Let’s go see if we can fix it.” 
 

As we arrived at the scene of the crime, the 
clothesline was lying on the grass with my 
neighbor standing next to it (he didn’t look 
any happier than the last time I saw him). 
My dad engaged him in conversation as he 
set about anchoring and tightening the 
clothesline better than it was before (and it 
was now out of my reach). As he wrapped 
up his pleasantries, he bid the old man a 
good evening to which he snapped back, 
“Aren’t you going to punish the boy.” My 
father, standing by my side with his arm 
around my shoulder, said, “I promised my 
son that if he did wrong and told me, I would 
go easier on him. I have fixed your 
clothesline better than it was before. The 
matter is settled. Good evening.” It was a 
quiet walk back to the house but the strong 
hand on my shoulder preached a sermon of 
redemption to me. 
 

The good news for us sinners is that we 
have a Friend who stands with us – a Friend 
who has fixed our broken relationship with 
God and freed us from the judgment for our 
sin. He is a Friend who will stand with us 
through thick and thin. We don’t deserve His 
friendship, but He nonetheless embraces us 
with His love, His understanding, and His 
promise that He will never leave us nor 
forsake us. He is the Friend of sinners and 
the cross shows us His trustworthiness. 
You see, at just the right time, when we 
were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly... God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8).  



Grace Lutheran Church Unapproved council meeting minutes 
August 11, 2020 

 

President Duane Haiby called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council at 6:04 P.M. 
on August 11, 2020. Other council members present were Jeanette Ripley, Rachel Ronnevik, Phyllis Rossow, 
Cheryl Rotz, Bruce Schaible, and Harlen Seidell as well as Pastor Brad Soenksen and Treasurer Lucy 
Stadum; council members Curt Cardwell and Jim Klitzke were absent. The meeting opened with reciting our 
church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name. 

Pastor Brad led devotions and prayer based on Psalm 62, which speaks to confidence. 

The agenda was approved unanimously following Schaible’s motion and Seidell’s second. 

The secretary’s report of the July 14 meeting was approved unanimously, with one correction, following 
Ripley’s motion and Ronnevik’s second. 

The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Rossow’s motion and Rotz’s second. As of July 31, 2020, the 
General Fund balance was $29,575.83, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained $10,119.53, the 
Building Expansion Fund balance remained at $37,315.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund 
balance remained at $2,558.32. 

Pastor Brad’s report included one memorial service; four devotional videos; two Augustana District Northern 
Lights Chapter Zoom meetings, two Augustana District Ambassador Zoom meetings, three Pelican Rapids 
Ministerial Zoom meetings, one council meeting, and one Grace Education Committee meeting; one premarital 
counseling session; one hospital visit and several phone visits and with people who stop at the church; as well 
as two vacation days and a medical appointment. He commented that visitations were not as frequent or 
numerous as they had been. 

Old business: 

As part of our church’s mission outreach, consensus was that Wednesday morning Bible Studies should 
resume. 

Following discussion, and thanks expressed to lots of good volunteers, consensus was that the outdoor 
Sunday worship services will continue through August. They also are live streamed and now are available on 
radio station 90.5 so worshipers can access these services from their cars. 

Sunday School will reopen on September 20 with a children’s church model instead of individual classes and 
will remain open as long as the Pelican Rapids schools remain open. Social distancing and masks will be 
encouraged. 

Confirmation for 12 students is scheduled for Sunday, September 13, with September 20 as an alternate date. 

New business: 

Following discussion, Seidell moved to designate Alin Bakken and baby Ava as Mission of the Month for 
September. Rotz seconded this motion, which passed unanimously. Bakken’s wife Alexandra, 27, died July 13, 
just before Ava was delivered, as a result of a sudden and rare pregnancy complication. Paul and Tammy 
(Dillon) Bakken of Pelican Rapids are Alin’s parents. 

Emory Barnes, who was born with medical issues, is Mission of the Month for August and received $500 to 
help fund the August 16 benefit. The three-year-old is the son of Derrick and Brittney Barnes of Fergus Falls 
and great-grandson of Sheldon and Mavis Schleske. 

Ripley made a motion to adjourn; Ronnevik seconded the motion, which carried unanimously on vote, and this 
meeting closed at 7 P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer 

Diane Klitzke provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, 
September 8. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 



GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

July 31,  2020 

 

 

GENERAL FUND: July 2020   

Monthly Budget  

Amount                 Receipts            Gain/ ( Shortfall)  

$14,591.30           $12,505.36     ($2,085.95) 

 

Attendance Average, 4 Services      79 

No Concert   

No Mission Receipts 

 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, July 1, 2020                               $37,315.00 

June Receipts                                           $          0.00 

June Disbursements                                ($          .00) 

Balance, July 31, 2020                             $37,315.00 

  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, July 1,  2020                              $10,119.53 

June Receipts                                            $        0.00 

June   Disbursements                              ($          .00) 

Balance, July 31, 2020                             $10,119.53 

  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, July 1, 2020                                 $2,558.32 

June Receipts                                             $          .00 

June Disbursements                                   $          .00 

Balance, July 31,  2020                              $2,558.32 

 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

 

september Library Corner by Paulette Haddock 
Welcome back, everyone! Four new dona�ons have been added to the library this month, 

and they are just as varied as the school formats for our children this fall.  Reading the 

Clues is another mystery in the Secrets of Mary’s Bookshop series.  This mystery involves an 

old ledger wrapped in oilskin that is found under the floorboards of an abandoned grist 

mill.  The date can be read, but what do the markings inside mean? Prayers and Promises is 

another inspira�onal novel in the Home to Heather Creek series by Robert Elmer. Alzhei-

mer’s disease, insecuri�es, serious injury, young love  . . . In other words, it is filled with real 

life ups and downs. Miracles of Healing: When Miracles Happen: True Stories of God’s Di-

vine Touch is a collec�on of stories from Guideposts Books that li, the reader’s heart to 

God in praise.  Our last book, Bedside Blessings by Charles Swindoll is a collec�on of short 

evening devo�onals, perfect for reflec�on a,er a long day.   

August GLW Minutes 

The GLW had a brief mee�ng on August 20, 2020 to discuss the 

bazaar which will be held outdoors Saturday, September 26th from 

9 67 to 1 97. 

• There will be canned good, produce and quilts.  No baked good 

this year. 

• It will be a social distancing even and face masks will be worn. 

• A food truck will be here so people can get food.  The GLW will 

not be serving lunch this year. 

• We will need workers. 

The next GLW mee�ng will be on September 17, 2020 at 9:00 67. 

Confirma�on will be on September 13th, outdoors if possible 

SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Alin Bakken and baby Ava as 
Mission of the Month Bakken’s 
wife Alexandra, 27, died July 13, 
just before Ava was delivered, 
as a result of a sudden and rare 
pregnancy complication. Paul 
and Tammy (Dillon) Bakken of 
Pelican Rapids are Alin’s par-
ents. 



1 -Virginia Stangeland 
2 -Brian Fresonke 
   -Ryan Metzger 
   -Alisa Grunewald 
4 -Mason Mann 
 -Bria Peterson 
5 -Linda Wright 
6 -Cheryl Melkert 
7    -Daren Tollefson 
8 -Brody Peterson 
 -Ray Weiss 
9  -Calli Thorson 
10 -Christopher Haugen 
 -Jim Pederson 
 -Austin Stoll 
 -Christopher Bigelow 
11    -Michelle Teberg 
12 -Herman Hafner 
 -Dalton Stenger 
 -Seth Martin 
13 -Rick Teberg 
      -Sarah Bigelow 
14 -Dacia Johnson 
16 -Gary Honrud 
 -Myrna Skunberg 
 -Robyn Hoeper 
17 -Alana Pettit 
 -Ethan Olson 
21 -Jerry Ouren 
 -Gene Nygaard 
22 -Bruce Walker 
 -Ruby Milbeck 
23   -John Thorson 
24   -Staci Haiby 
25 -Susan Hafner 
 -April Monson 
 -Shannon Scheer 
 -Steve Sundblad 
 -Lisa Milbeck 
 -Andrew Price 
 -Carter Grunewald 
27 -Jason Grunewald 
 -Pat Cardwell  
28 -Bill Thompson 
29 -Maggie Melkert 
30 -Brianna Mostue 
 -Dean Nelson 

 

 

You are cordially invited 

to an  

Outdoor Open House  

in honor of Emily Haiby’s  

Confirmation  
at our home 

39254 Co Hwy 3, Pelican 
Rapids 

Sunday, September 

13th 

Noon—3 PM 
In the even of unfavorable 
weather, we will postpone 

to September 20th 

Sunday, Sept 13th 

Hi there! 
Some of you know that we’ve launched online giving at Grace Lutheran Church of Erhard 
through Tithe.ly, a safe and secure giving platform that allows you to give one-time or recurring 
gifts!  
  
You can get started by using one of the below options. 
1. Tithe.ly Giving App: 
Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once 
you've downloaded the app select Grace Church of Erhard. If this is your first time giving with 
Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an account that you can use for all future gifts. 
  
The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  Once your 
account has been created you will not need to enter your personal or payment information. Just 
enter your PIN and give! 
  
A reminder you can set your gift up as recurring. 
  
2. Website Giving: 
Click on this link gracechurchoferhard.org to give through the church website. It's a safe and 
easy way to give any time. 

  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Rena Kubitz or Kim Pederson for 
more information. 

Confirmation Sunday 
September 13, 2020  

10:00 AM—Ourdoor Worship 
 

Ella Bigelow, Brooklyn Chris�anson, Treyson Dillon, Emily Haiby, 

Brock Hasling, Elsa Grunewald, Allison Jessen, Eli Milbeck,  

Connor Nelson, Jullian Norgren, Ethan Olson and Amanda O' 

Sunday School Starts  

September 20 at 9:00 ,- 

I/ 01234/ ,/5 67289,:  

40874/3 ,6,7:,;:1 



The Anne Carlsen Christmas Fund donation page. 

CHRISTMAS IS AROUND THE CORNER! 

The Anne Carlsen Center has been Grace’s October mission of the month for a 

few years.  The money collected by our after-worship coffee fellowship is 

donated to the Center and used to purchase Christmas gifts for children at the 

Center.  

This year is unlike any other, with COVID-19 impacting churches and those 

they serve.  It is understandable that our monthly missions have been directly 

impacted because we aren’t having after-worship fellowship. 

Church ministry doesn’t stop during a pandemic. Despite these troubling 

times the work of Anne Carlsen continues.  The children at the Center are still 

there, and they look forward to Santa bringing Christmas presents every 

December.  

That’s why we’re asking you to consider donating to the Anne Carlsen Center 

Christmas Fund.  You can donate in three ways: 

1. Send a check to Grace   

 Lutheran Church designated to 

 the Anne Carsen Center. 

2. Online through our website at           

 www.gracechurchoferhard.org.  

  Just click on the Give link and 

 choose the Anne Carlsen 

 Christmas Fund.  

3. Download the Tithe.ly app on 

 your smart phone.  Find Grace 

 Lutheran Church of Erhard and   

 choose the Anne Carlsen 

 Christmas Fund. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing prayers for the children at the Anne Carlsen 

Center.  If you are able, please consider donating to the Center. 



Rev. Brad J. Soenksen  

Grace Lutheran Church,       218.842.5205 
PO Box 10         bradbygrace@gmail.com 
Erhard, MN 56534        gracelutheranchurchoferhard.org 
 

 

August 14, 2020 
 
 
Grace Sunday School Parents, 
 
This mailing is coming to you on behalf of the Grace Board of Ed. and myself. We all find 
ourselves in this strange new world of “Corona Land” looking for direction and how to maintain 
some sense of normalcy. Therefore, we want to give you a heads up on how we are 
approaching Sunday School this fall at Grace. 
 
Start Date: Sunday, September 20th, 9:00 am 
 
Guiding Principle: We will follow what Pelican Rapids Schools is doing. If they are doing in 

person instruction with masks and social distancing, then we will follow suit. If things worsen, 
and they go back to online instruction, so will we. 

 
Method: In order to best protect our students, and teachers who are caring for compromised 

parents, we felt it wise to not have individual classes in smaller confined rooms. Yet, we do 
want to offer a Sunday School experience for those kids who come to Grace on Sunday 
morning. To that end we will be using our outside space (weather permitting) and the 
Fellowship Hall for our Sunday School time. We will be able to spread the kids out better in 
these spaces for some music, an object lesson, a video, and a craft.  

 
And, for those who need to stay home, we will be live streaming our 9:00 am Sunday School 
time (and our 10:00 am Worship). A link to that video stream can be found on both of our 
Facebook pages:  

The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard  
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 

 
Your Input: In order to best get a handle on the number of craft kits to order and how to get 

them into the hands of the kids, we need your input. We would like you to email us and let 
us know if you are planning on sending your child to Grace on Sunday mornings, or if you 
are keeping them home,  

gracechurchssboe@gmail.com 
 
Questions: If you have any questions feel free to text or call me at 218-205-5608. 
 
Looking forward to another good year! 
 
Pr. Brad Soenksen 
 





2020 SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

30 31 01 02 03 04 05

06 07 08 09 10 11 12

10:00 AM:  Outdoor 

Worship

LABOR DAY

6:00 PM:  Council Meets

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10:00 AM:  Outdoor 

Confirmation Service

9:00 AM:  GLW Meets

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

9:00 AM:  Classes                    

10:00 AM:  Outdoor 

Worship

OUTDOOR GLW BAZAAR                                         

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

27 28 29 30 01 02 03

9:00 AM:  Classes                     

10:00 AM:  Outdoor 

Worship

04 05 06 07 08 09 10

Mask are required inside our church building and social distancing guidelines will apply unitl further notice

SEPTEMBER



 


