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to the Bible as God’s truth, worshiping 
together, and reaching out to love, 
pray for, teach, and serve others in 
Christ’s name. 

U.S. Highway 59 in Erhard, MN 
Visit us online at – http://gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages: 
The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
Grace Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, please visit our 
website or Facebook for latest schedule information  
 



The Christmas King 

 
...the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  

You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name 

Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end. (Luke 1:30-33, NIV) 
 

In a culture that flattens the remembrance of Christ’s birth to the horizontal world 
of merchandize, we are reminded by St. Luke that the first Christmas had a vertical 
dimension, God came down to us.  Let this heavenly idea linger for a moment, and then 
the means by which God came to us becomes all the more striking – He came down as an 
infant, through a mother. 

All parents have hopeful aspirations for their children’s future, and Jewish 
mothers were no exception, but what must Mary have thought – Son of the Most High, 

the throne of David, reign forever, His kingdom will never end?  It wasn’t her idea, but 
there it was, cascading down from heaven on the words of the angel’s announcement.  
But if it wasn’t her idea, then whose idea was it?  To answer this question we go back 
almost a 1,000 years before Mary to another announcement, this one made by the prophet 
Nathan to David the king of Israel.   

2 Samuel 7 tells us of Nathan’s stunning prophecy.  After David had consulted 
with the prophet about building a “house” (a temple) for God, Nathan delivered to David 
God’s personal promise that He would build a “house” (a dynasty) for David.   

 
“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD Himself will establish a house for 

you...  I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own 

body, and I will establish His kingdom... Your house and your kingdom will 

endure forever before Me; your throne will be established forever.’” (2 Samuel 
7:11-12, 16, NIV) 
 
What was hinted at in Nathan’s prophecy – that a forever throne needs a forever 

King – was then made clear to Mary as her child was described by the angel as Son of the 

Most High.  The God-Man King we call Jesus Christ is the perfect explanation to a 
Biblical paradox: a king from David’s human offspring who is also the Son of the Most 

High God.  Yet more than a paradox, this is the King we need!  The Christmas King is 
the Son-of-God-King who stands as a forever reminder that as God, He is powerfully and 
eternally for us.  Yet, this same King, who is also from David’s human offspring, is our 
human Brother.  He understands our human troubles and was able to take our place on 
the cross. 

Mary’s child and God’s Son, He is THE unique King where heaven and earth 
meet; He is where we find the gift of belonging to the kingdom that will never end. 
 
Rev. Brad Soenksen 
Grace Lutheran Church 
Erhard, MN 
 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
November 10, 2020 
 
President Duane Haiby called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council at 6:00 P.M. 
on November 10, 2020, in the fellowship hall. Other council members present were Jim Klitzke, Jeanette 
Ripley, Phyllis Rossow, Cheryl Rotz, Bruce Schaible, and Harlen Seidell, as well as Treasurer Lucy Stadum; 
council member Rachel Ronnevik participated by phone; council member Curt Cardwell and Pastor Brad 
Soenksen were absent. The meeting opened with reciting our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name. 

In Pastor Brad’s absence, Haiby led devotions and prayer. 

The agenda was approved unanimously following Ripley’s motion and Rotz’s second. 

The secretary’s report of the October 13 meeting was unavailable. 

The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Klitzke’s motion and Seidell’s second. As of October 31, 2020, 
the General Fund balance was $28,514.83, the Major Maintenance Fund balance was $10,154.53, the Building 
Expansion Fund balance was $38,270.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month Fund balance remained at 
$2,558.32. 

Ripley reported that she had checked with an accountant about the status of our Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP) loan, which originally was to be repaid by the first of the year. The accountant’s opinion was that we 
need do nothing at this time. 

There was no Pastor’s report. 

Old business: 

As part of our church’s mission outreach, we continue to support a Mission of the Month. Following discussion, 
Ripley moved to donate $500 to the Salvation Army, our Mission of the Month for November, and to designate 
Project 3955 – Thailand as Mission of the Month for December and to donate $500 to that mission now plus 
any additional donations designated for that cause that may be received before the end of the year. Rotz 
seconded this motion, which carried unanimously on vote. 

Due to uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 issue and Pastor Brad’s absence, discussion about future 
church services, including Christmas Eve, was tabled until the December meeting. 

New business: 

Rossow made a motion to accept a member couple’s offer to donate a bench at the veteran’s memorial in the 
Erhard Park in the name of Grace Lutheran Church. Following Schaible’s second, the motion passed 
unanimously on vote. 

Ripley reported that the assigned usher for December had raised an issue regarding mask wearing. 
Consensus was that ushers should wear masks and, if that individual would choose not to do so, others would 
usher instead. 

Due to COVID-19 uncertainty, discussion about Grace Lutheran Church’s proposed budget for 2021 resulted in 
no changes other than a small increase in our pastor’s salary, along with resultant increases in payroll taxes 
and Workers’ Comp. The 2021 budget will receive further consideration at the December meeting before it is 
presented at our annual meeting in January for congregational approval. 

Rossow made a motion to adjourn. Rotz seconded the motion, which carried unanimously on vote, and this 
meeting closed at 7:15 P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer 

Diane Klitzke provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, December 
8. 

Phyllis Rossow, Secretary 



GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

October 31,  2020 
 

 

GENERAL FUND: October 2020  

Monthly Budget  

Amount                 Receipts             Gain/ ( Shortfall)  

$14,591.30           $16,168.35    $1,577.04 

 

Attendance Average, 4 Services         67  

No Concert   

No Mission Receipts 

 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, October 1, 2020                              $37,490.00 

September  Receipts                                     $      780.00 

September Disbursements                            ($          .00) 

Balance,  October 31, 2020                           $38,270.00 

  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, October 1,  2020                              $10,134.53 

September Receipts                                       $        20.00 

September Disbursements                            ($          .00) 

Balance, October 31, 2020                             $10,154.53 

  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, October 1, 2020                                $2,558.32 

September Receipts                                       $          .00 

September  Disbursements                                        .00 

Balance, October 31,  2020                             $2,558.32 

 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

december  Library Corner by Paulette Haddock 
This very unusual, out of balance, out of our control year is almost over!  Who could have guessed on January 1, 

2020 what was unfolding without our knowledge? The world may be rushing to the brink of disaster, but . . . But 

what? The Psalmist says, “I keep my eyes always on the LORD. With Him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.” 

Psalm 16:8 Never fear; we will have Christmas at Grace! I will set aside our Christmas movies and books on a special 

shelf. 

This month we have five new magazines in our collec5on and three books.  September Chris�anity Today asks, 

“What Are Police For?” and the November issue asks, “Chris�ans Invented Health Insurance. Can They Make Some-

thing Be%er?” We all are eager to have these ques5ons answered, because our lives may depend upon the answers! 

In The God Who is There, Francis  Schaeffer explains how people in a society who think God is NOT there live “below 

the line of despair” and those people who think God IS there live “above the line of despair.” He also explains how 

despair took hold of our society. Escape from Reason, also by Schaeffer, is a shorter analysis of modern philosophy.  

Reason in the Balance: The Case Against Naturalism in Science, Law & Educa�on, by Phillip E. Johnson, a lawyer 

and former professor of law at the University of California at Berkeley, helps us “understand the forces that actually 

govern the intellectual world in the United States today.” (Quote is from Dallas Willard) 

We also added the summer issue of Biblical Archaeology Review, and the Chris�anity Today Special Issue: Why 

Women Love the Bible.    

November GLW Minutes 

The Grace Lutheran Women met on November 19, 2020 at 9 

AM.  Welcome. 
 

Mee5ng was called to order and we read Joshua 1:9. 
 

Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were read and placed on 

file. 
 

Old Business: 

• We reviewed the Christmas box list.  We are geDng a 

Thrivent card to help cover the cost of the boxes. 

New Business: 

• There is a Thrivent card to share expenses. 

• Peanuts and cocoa boxes have already been purchased.  

Carol will order the oranges and apples. 

• Any food dona5ons have to be singe except for cookies.  

They can be put in plas5c bags. 

• We will be giving the Booth family a $50.00 giG card. 

• We will meet at 9:00 AM on December 17th to fill boxes. 

• We received a table runner from Julie Smude.  I mailed 

her a thank you from the GLW. 

 Birthdays and birthday song, offering and offering song. 

 

We do not meet in January. 
\ 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary 



2 -Christine Boese  
 -John Ripley  
 -Judy Tabbut 
 -Sawyer Westby  
5 -LaFaye Thompson  
 -Wanda Taylor  
8 -Mike Dillon 
 -Kayleigh Kubitz 
 -Dean Larson 
9 -Ardis Jorgenson  
 -DawsonWinkels  
10 -Nicholas Williams  
11 -MacKayla Houle  
 -Jason Hasling 
 -Becca Dillon 
 -Vivian Price 
12 -Patrick Dillon 
 -Keith Bergren 
13 -Gene Hendrickson 
 -Josh Nehk 
 -Nevaeh Teberg 
 -Marvie Waters 
14 -Betty Skramsted 
 -Harper Buchholz 
15   -Shelly Grunewald 
1 7 - Everly Teberg  
18 -Jamie Lemke 
 -Cheyanne Johnson  
19 -Beverly Ouren  
 -Monica Stutsman 
 -Tyler Honrud 
20 -Zeiss Weston 
21   -Cassidy Kubitz 
       -Henry Milbeck 
22 -Arlen Haarstick  
 -Tanner Stadum 
        -Hannah Nelson 
23   -Benjamin Metzger 
24  -Elsie Emery 
 -Tammy Wahlstrom 
25 -MacKensie Houle 
26   -Kim Knutson 
27 -Jennifer Hams  
 -David Stadum  
28 -Arthur Anderson  
 -Hans Ronnevik 
29 -Karen Walker  
 -Amber Bengtson  
 -Kelsey Thorson 
30 -Steve Anderson  
31 -Herman Rocholl  
 -Heather Norgren  

 

 DVD copies of services 

are available 

on the Nathex or  

contact the  

church office! 

 

Please check Facebook or our website  

www,gracechurchoferhard.org  

for the latest announcements  

regarding  

Worship and events.   

If you do not have access to the 

above, please call our office at  

218-842-5205,  

or call/text Pr. Brad at  

218-205-5608  

or Rena at 218-329-1846 

Sunday School & Confirma�on 

9:00 �� ������� 

V�����  !� � �� �"�� ���# 

Due to Covid-19 indoor distancing 

requirements, the Chapel spacing 

is not adequate and since some 

of our members have underlying 

conditions, the Sunday Morning 

Adult Bible class will not meet until 

It is safer for us to gather together.  

If you wish to remain in your 

car to listen to our  Sunday 

Worship, park close to the 

church and turn your dial to 

90.5 FM! 

Grace Welcomes Jeff and Annette Struck 

For some at Grace Lutheran Church, it may come as a surprise that Jeff and Annette Struck 

are not already members of Grace.  They have been regular attendees at Sunday worship 

and Wednesday morning Bible study.  We are so glad they have decided to make their 

membership official! 

Jeff and Annette have been married 49 years and live just outside of Fergus Falls.  They 

have two children, Michael Struck in West Fargo, and Stephanie Struck in Fargo.  They 

have two grandchildren, Finley, 5 and Emma, 3. 

The Strucks enjoy their time with home projects, the lake, outdoor activities, and spending 

time with family.  Annette enjoys cooking and baking and Jeff is a woodworker. Annette 

continues her interest in helping young students with reading skills and Jeff has recently 

been promoting youth archery opportunities. 

When asked about their favorite foods they like grilled meats, good 

vegetables, and fruit.  That works well because their son is a grilling 

expert and their daughter gardens vegetables.  True to their upbring-

ing they try never to miss a lefse or Norwegian Klub event! 

“We joined Grace Lutheran Church because we hear the gospel so 
clearly preached.  We have been blessed by the Bible studies and the 
welcoming members of this church.,” say Annette and Jeff.  We agree 
with you and add that we are blessed by your membership!   

Welcome Sandy! 
 
Sandy Brummer grew up in 
Grace Lutheran Church. 
Sandy says “I’ve always felt 
Grace to be my home 
church.”  When her son, 
Greg, was in Sunday School 
they transferred to North Im-
manuel.  
  
Sandy and her husband, Jim, 
have one son, Greg, who is 
now married.  Sandy and Jim 
live by Olaf Lake west of Peli-
can Rapids. 
  
Sandy’s hobbies include 
handcrafts, quilting, and 
reading.  The Grace  
Lutheran Women will be 
thrilled to hear that! 
  
We are so happy to have you 

home.  Welcome to Grace! 

 



Thank you, Grace Lutheran! 

The Anne Carlsen Center has been Grace’s October 

mission of the month for a few years.  Donations 

from our October after worship fellowship are 

used to purchase Christmas gifts for children at the 

Center.  COVID-19 was expected to impact this 

year’s giving. 

But your generosity remains steadfast.  Denise 

Jensen from the Anne Carlsen Center says it best.  

“Thank you for your generous gifts! Your thoughts, 

prayers and generosity to our children never 

ceases to amaze me. You all are just a gift and we 

are so blessed to have you as part of our Anne 

Carlsen family,” says Denise.  

Santa and The Elf will be unable to present the 

Christmas gifts purchased with your donations 

because of COVID.  But word has it they have a 

staff Santa on standby.  

Anne Carlsen is a non-profit organization providing 

individuals with developmental disabilities or 

delays with services and supports for almost 80 

years. Anne Carlsen has positioned itself on the 

cutting edge of innovation with unique programs, 

creative therapies, and advanced assistive 

technologies that provide life-changing 

programming to those they serve.  

Thank you for your generosity that flows from grace. 

Just as God's grace toward us makes Him generous, 

the more we cherish the grace we have received.   

 

 

I just wanted to let you know both 
donations have arrived and I will be 
doing the shopping next week for the 
kids. 

I am so thankful for your church 
members. These donations mean so 
much to all of us, especially our 
students! During this time of 
COVID, they have faced many 
challenges and heartbreaks, however 
they continue to persevere and be a 
light to us. These days, there are 
many things which have had a sense 
of unfamiliarity when it comes to 
their day to day. Things they don’t 
understand. 

I want you to know these generous 
donations will bring forth some 
normalcy to their lives. Something 
they do understand and can feel 
joyous about is Santa! Although we 
will hold the gatherings in small 
groups, the outcome will be the 
same. They will feel loved, cherished 
and cared for. They will know Santa 
will come regardless of COVID, and 
for that we are so very grateful. 
Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. You all are truly a gift and 
we are so grateful to have you as 
part of our Anne Carlsen family. 

Blessings to you! 

Denise Jensen 
Recreation Coordinator 
Anne Carlsen Center 
Jamestown Campus 

The Anne Carlsen Center exists to make the 

world a more inclusive place where 

independence is a gift to all.  

  

Dear Friends at Grace Lutheran, 

Thank you once again for the special funding for 

Christmas gifts for children at Anne Carlsen Center.  

It has been a challenging year for families and 

children using our services with demands for social 

isolation.  Your support will be deeply appreciated. 

With Gratitude, 
 

John Andreason 

Anne Carlsen Center 



2020 SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 01 02 03 04 05

9:00 AM:  Virtual Sunday 

School & Confirmation 

Classes                                          

10:00 AM:   Worship                         

with Holy Communion    

6:30 PM:  Youth Group Meets  

(Virtual)

06 07 08 09 10 11 12

9:00 AM:  Virtual Sunday 

School & Confirmation 

Classes                                      

10:00 AM:   Worship

6:00 PM:  Council Meets

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

9:00 AM:  Virtual Sunday 

School & Confirmation 

Classes                                      

10:00 AM:   Worship

6:30 PM:  Youth Group Meets 

(Virtual)

9:00 AM:  GLW Meets

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

9:00 AM:  Virtual Sunday 

School & Confirmation 

Classes                                      

10:00 AM:   Worship

4:30 PM:  Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Worship

27 28 29 30 31 01 02

10:00 AM:   Worship PLEASE NOTE - Schedule Subject to Change Due to Covid 19 Restrictions. 

03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Mask are required inside our church building and social distancing guidelines will apply unitl further notice

DECEMBER



 


