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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, please visit our 
website or Facebook for latest schedule information  
 



Rev. Brad J. Soenksen         
Grace Lutheran Church, LCMC 

Erhard, MN 56534 
 

2020 Annual Pastor’s Report for Grace Lutheran Church 
 
As we look back on 2020, we find ourselves letting out a huge gasp. It has been a year 
that for so many reasons we will never forget. The Covid 19 Pandemic has marked us 
deeply personally and as church in which some important basics of church life were 
taken from us. We all look forward to getting back to our normal in-person church 
gatherings. Certainly, we will appreciate the beauty and simplicity of a handshake, a hug, 
good up-close personal conversation over a cup of coffee and a bar, our various dinners, 
and concerts! 
 

Yes, it has been a hard year and we will need to hang-in there for a while longer in 2021 
because it isn’t over yet. But the same faithful God who got us through 2020 is also here 
for us in 2021. The author of Lamentations wrote this beautiful line after witnessing the 
586 BC destruction of Jerusalem.  
 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, His mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.  (Lamentations 3:22-23, ESV) 

 

Looking back on the chaos, danger, death, destruction, isolation, hand washing, hand 
sanitizer, and those blessed masks of this past year, we can also see God’s mercy and 
His great faithfulness to us. As we move into 2021, we have an opportunity to reflect on 
the truth of this passage. Personally, I can think of many mercies God has shown us in 
my 10 ½ years at Grace as we have worshipped, worked, and grown together. We can 
see even more of His steadfast love if we look back to that time when this congregation 
took a step of faith, borrowed money, and constructed a beautiful and functional house 
of worship and ministry.  
 

It was a step of faith that involved building toward the future.  It was an unknown future, 
but that step was made with a known God who promised to be there and to provide.  
And indeed, He did!  Though it may slip our minds from time to time, God has always 
been there for us as He faithfully, and daily, renews His mercies to us.  That has been 
and will be, a lot of mornings in which the sun rose, and God renewed His faithfulness to 
this church!  He has been there with us and for us and promises to keep doing it! 
 

It has been an absolute joy to see God’s faithfulness in action during my time at Grace. 
He has filled this building with ministry.  He has brought us growth, not only numerically, 
but also growth in the grace and joy of being His church in the Erhard area.  I have been 
blessed to see people welcomed, accepted, and invited to participate in the ministry of 
this congregation. I am deeply appreciative of your many examples of service, 
encouragement, kindness, and joy!  I am blessed to be your pastor – what a privilege! 
 

As we step into 2021 together, may we simply follow our Lord’s passion for reaching out 
to the world with His love, power, and grace.  We step forward knowing that He is with 
us in it for the steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, His mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is His faithfulness. 
 

To God be the glory, 
Pr. Brad Soenksen 



Grace Lutheran Church 
Unapproved council meeting minutes 
December 8, 2020 
 
President Duane Haiby called to order the regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council at 6:00 P.M. 
on December 8, 2020, in the fellowship hall. Other council members present were Jim Klitzke, Jeanette Ripley, 
Rachel Ronnevik, Phyllis Rossow, Cheryl Rotz, Bruce Schaible, and Harlen Seidell, as well as Treasurer Lucy 
Stadum and Pastor Brad Soenksen; council member Curt Cardwell was absent. The meeting opened with 
reciting our church’s mission statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a welcoming church family, committed to the Bible as God’s truth, 
worshiping together, and reaching out to love, pray for, teach, and serve others in Christ’s 
name. 

Pastor Brad led devotions, based on Isaiah’s vision of the coming of the Messiah, and prayer. 

The agenda was approved unanimously following Klitzke’s motion and Seidell’s second. 

The secretary’s report of the November 10 meeting was approved unanimously following Ripley’s motion and 
Seidell’s second. 

The treasurer’s reports were filed for audit after Klitzke’s motion and Seidell’s second. As of November 30, 
2020, the General Fund balance was $30,152.80, the Major Maintenance Fund balance remained at 
$10,154.53, the Building Expansion Fund balance was $43,959.00, and the Concert/Mission of the Month 
Fund balance remained at $2,558.32. 

Pastor Brad’s report, which covered two months, included four Augustana District Zoom meetings, a Pelican 
Rapids Ministerial Zoom meeting, and a Grace council meeting; numerous visitations and contacts; planning 
and conducting three funerals; shooting two devotional videos; providing traveler’s and food assistance for two 
individuals; and conducting First Communion and a Thanksgiving Eve service. He also reported undergoing 
hip surgery and related presurgery quarantine. 

The secretary shared a thank you note. 

Old business: 

After discussion, Rotz moved to continue Sunday church services in person, via car radios, and virtually. 
Seidell seconded this motion, which carried on vote. 

Due to uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 issue and following extensive discussion, Klitzke made a motion 
to hold a virtual Christmas Eve service only and to send a letter informing all members of this decision. This 
letter also would ask whether members would like the Gazette newsletter mailed or emailed to them and would 
let them know that someone from Grace would we calling them. Rotz seconded the motion, and it passed on 
vote. 

Further consideration of Grace Lutheran Church’s proposed budget for 2021 resulted in increasing the 
expenditure for the Augustana District of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) to $1,000. 
Following Klitzke’s motion and Schaible’s second, this motion passed unanimously. The 2021 budget, totaling 
$178,483.92, will be presented at our annual meeting on January 24 for congregational approval. 

New business: 

Following discussion, Ripley moved to designate Brody Seter, who is fighting aplastic anemia, as Mission of 
the Month for January. Seidell seconded this motion, which carried unanimously on vote. Mission of the Month 
for December is Project 3955 – Thailand. 

Ripley made a motion to adjourn. Seidell seconded the motion, which carried unanimously on vote, and this 
meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

Diane Klitzke provided refreshments. 

The next regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church Council is scheduled for 6 P.M. on Tuesday, January 
12. 

Phyllis Rossow 
Secretary 

January Council Minutes were not available 

at time of printing February Gazette 



GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

December 31,  2020 
 

 

GENERAL FUND: December 2020  

Monthly Budget  

Amount                 Receipts             Gain/ ( Shortfall)  

$14,591.30           $21,776.95    $7,185.64 

 

Attendance Average, 4 Services        55  

No Concert   

No Mission Receipts 

 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance, December 1, 2020                           $43,959.00 

December Receipts                                     $    5,175.00 

December Disbursements                            ($      00.00) 

Balance,  December 31, 2020                        $49,134.00 

  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND: 

Balance, December 1, 2020                           $10,154.53 

December Receipts                                        $       20.00 

December Disbursements                             ($          .00) 

Balance, December 31,  2020                        $10,174.53 

  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, December 1, 2020                             $2,558.32 

December Receipts                                         $          .00 

December  Disbursements                              ($     37.91) 

Balance, December 31,  2020                          $2,520.41 

 

Submitted by Lucille Stadum, Treasurer 

February  Library Corner  

by Paulette Haddock 

Are you �red of winter already? Have you had 

enough of COVID isola�on? Are you in need of some dis-

trac�ons, laughs, or serious help? GLC Library had some 

great dona�ons this month!  Two very helpful and encour-

aging books based on the authors’ experiences dealing 

with suffering, will li* your spirit and encourage a close-

ness with God, our Savior.  The Scars that have Shaped 

Me: How God Meets Us in Suffering, by Vaneetha Rendall 

Risner, is divided into short chapters, usually no more 

than four or five pages, and by topic.  It is perfect for the 

person who needs comfort from someone who has “been 

there,” someone who “understands,” someone who is on 

“wordy.” (This book is highly recommended by at least 

two people in our church.) Another good book of the 

same nature is In a Boat in the Middle of a Lake: Trus!ng 

the God Who Meets Us in Our Storm, by Patrick and Ruth 

Schwenk. This book has ques�ons of reflec�on at the end 

of each chapter that will help you process the chapter 

content in a more personal way. More serious reading can 

also be found in the two Connec!ons magazine issues on 

The Tenth Commandment and The Second Pe!!on.  

Need something lighter, or a laugh? Try Joke De-

vo!ons, by Pastor Chris Brekke, or the Mi*ord Series 

books by Jan Karon. The Children’s Illustrated Bible, pub-

lished by Dorling Kindersley, is interes�ng for adults, too.  

It is lavishly illustrated with pain�ngs, photos and maps 

that bring the Bible stories to life.  It was hard for me to 

put down! Who doesn’t love a book with pictures? We 

also had several story books for young children donated.  

It’s February. The month when we take extra 

steps to let our loved ones know they are greatly loved. 

God’s love mo�vated Him to come to earth to dwell with 

man and be our Savior! Don’t forget to take a look at the 

movies and books about the life of Christ that are dis-

played on the bo>om two center shelves.  Remember this 

month to tell Him how much He is loved by you. 

GLW did not meet in January 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary 

February Mission of the Month 

The Pelican Rapids Food Shelf  



 
3 -Ben Honrud 
4 -Terry Pauli 
7 -Danielle Grunewald 
8 -Derek Tollefson 
9 -Doug Motz 
 -Evan Kubitz 
 -Peter  Ronnevik 
10 -Roger Rossum 
 -Ryder Noble 
11 -Shaun Ripley  
 -David Motz  
 -Cassie Nelson 
 -Andrea Nelso  
12 -Daryl Stadum  
 -Nicholas Anderson 
 -Reid Norgren 
  -Janna Gerold  
13 -Hailey Peasley 
 -Ole Nelson  
14 -Liala Nordling 
 -Anna Erlandson 
17 -Amie Chouinard 
 -Ava Martin 
18 -Toni Rossow 
 -Aiden Michaelson 
19 -Lincoln Haiby 
20 -Dale Gilbertson 
 -Jon Mayfield 
21 -David Ripley 
 -Colleen LaPoint 
 -Joseph Gerold 
 -Denver Gast 
22 -Ryan Melkert 
 -Sherri Peterson 
23 -Carol Ripley 
 -Marty Soenksen 
 -Julia Weiss 
 -Diane Haugrud  
24 -Sarah Nehk 
25 -Greta Tollefson 
 -Amanda Aaberg 

 

  

DVD copies of services 

are available 

on the Nathex or  

contact the  

church office! 

Please check Facebook or our website  

www,gracechurchoferhard.org  

for the latest announcements regarding  

Worship and events.   

If you do not have access to the above, please call 

our office at  

218-842-5205,  

or call/text Pr. Brad at  

218-205-5608  

Sunday School & Confirma�on 

9:00 �� ������� 
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Due to Covid-19 indoor dis-

tancing requirements, the 

Chapel spacing is not ade-

quate and since some of our 

members have underlying 

conditions, the Sunday Morn-

ing Adult Bible class will not 

meet until It is safer for us to 

gather together.  

Try Tithe.ly 
Some of you know that we’ve launched online giving at 

Grace Lutheran Church of Erhard through Tithe.ly, a safe 

and secure giving platform that allows you to give one-time 

or recurring gifts!  

You can get started by using one of the below options. 

1. Tithe.ly Giving App: 

• Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store (iPhone) 

or Google Play Store (Android). Once you've downloaded 

the app select Grace Church of Erhard. If this is your first 

time giving with Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create 

an account that you can use for all future gifts. 

•  The first time you will also need to add your credit/debit 

card or ACH/banking info.  Once your account has been 

created you will not need to enter your personal or pay-

ment information. Just enter your PIN and give! 

•  A reminder you can set your gift up as recurring. 

 2. Website Giving: 

• Click on this link gracechurchoferhard.org to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy way to 

give any time. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

Rena Kubitz or Kim Pederson for more information. 

Lenten Services  

Wednesday Evenings during the Lent Season 
Feb 17—March 24 

Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 6:30 PM  — We begin our 

Lenten journey by gathering in the sanctuary for music, a 

short Lenten drama, and the Imposi�on of the Ashes. 
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2021 SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 01 02 03 04 05 06

6:30 PM:  Youth Group Meets 

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

9:00 AM:   Sunday School & 

Confirmation Classes virtual 

& in-class                                     

10:00 AM:   Worship with 

Holy Communion

6:00 PM:  Council Meets

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9:00 AM:   Sunday School & 

Confirmation Classes virtual 

& in-class                                     

10:00 AM:   Worship          

VALENTINE'S DAY

6:30 PM:   Lenten Service, 

music, devotional, imposition 

of ashes                                    

6:30 PM:  Youth Group Meets                                                                                                             

9:00 AM:  GLW meets

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

9:00 AM:   Sunday School & 

Confirmation Classes virtual 

& in-class                                     

10:00 AM:   Worship 

6:30 PM:   Lenten Service, 

music, and devotional

28 01 02 03 04 05 06

9:00 AM:   Sunday School & 

Confirmation Classes virtual 

& in-class                                     

10:00 AM:   Worship 

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

Be Safe Minnesota - Masks are required and Social Distancing Guidelines apply at all times while in the church building

FEBRUARY

Please Note:  Schedule Subject to Cahnge Due to Covid 19 Restrictions

ASH WEDNESDAY

GLW Quilters Meet:  9:00 AM to 1:00 PM


