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      Grace Lutheran Church 
 

  Mission Statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a 
welcoming church family, committed 
to the Bible as God’s truth, worshiping 
together, and reaching out to love, 
pray for, teach, and serve others in 
Christ’s name. 

U.S. Highway 59 in Erhard, MN 
Visit us online at – http://gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages:  
The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
Grace Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & Friends 
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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month.  (unless otherwise specified). 
 



From Pr. Brad 
 

The War of the Worlds 
 

 
 

Ever since the Covid pandemic hit us 
broadside in March of 2020, we’ve been 
living in a world of fear. Yes, we have things 
to be fearful of, but we also need to keep 
living. However, if all we focus on is fear, we 
will not be able to function for our families, 
for our church, for our community, and even 
for ourselves. 
 
One of the most famous episodes of overly 
focused fear occurred in 1938 during the 
Mercury Theatre’s Halloween Radio 
Broadcast.  Directed and narrated by Orson 
Welles, the broadcast was a dramatic radio 
version of H. G. Wells' fictional novel The 
War of the Worlds (about an alien invasion 
of the United States). The 62-minute 
broadcast was presented as a series of 
realistic sounding reports suggesting to 
listeners that an actual alien invasion was 
taking place in New Jersey.   
 

Fear gripped the nation as many listeners 
missed the program’s opening disclaimer 
and sat spell bound as a fictional radio 
reporter described aliens emerging from 
their spacecraft and incinerating onlookers 
with a heat ray! This was followed by 
fictional reports of mounting casualties and  
evacuation instructions. Panic ensued, with 
a flood of phone calls to local police 
stations, with some people even fleeing 
their homes. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Fear can be a powerful motivator – 
especially fear of something that is so large 
and beyond our control.  We feel this way 
because deep down we know that our world 
in its present form is destined for a 
judgment.  And the knowledge of our 
world’s demise points also to our own 
inevitable appointment with death. Like our 
fallen world, we too are marked by sin, and 
we feel the weight of our own final 
judgment.  
 

But Jesus, the Lord of history, offers us 
another world to live in – a world of peace.  
He offers this world to us even as we live in 
this old world of death and fear.  The world 
He offers us is founded upon His promises 
and action for us. As we live in Jesus’ world 
of peace, we will find ourselves at war with 
the old world as it tries to trap us in its fear. 
But Jesus calls us to look to Him – to His 
victory over our sin and death through His 
cross and resurrection where He took our 
judgment upon Himself. Because of this, He 
calls us to live in His world of peace and 
forgiveness, to walk with Him free from the 
old world’s fear. His promise holds us firm, 
 

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27). 
Amen. 

 



Grace Lutheran Church Council Minutes October 12, 2021 

Present: Rachel Ronnevick, Cheryl Rotz, Harlan Seidell, Karen Rossum, Jim Klitzke, 

Jeanette Ripley, Jeff LaVigne, Pastor Brad and Gaylene Bader. 

Absent: Curt Cardwell and Dean Larson 

Jim Klitzke opened the meeting and the mission statement was read. 

Pastor Brad gave opening prayer and devotions. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved. 

Secretary’s and treasurer’s reports were reviewed and approved. 

Pastor Brad reported on his activities for the month. 

 

Old Business: 

• We reiterated our commitment to promoting evangelism and mission 

outreach. 

• The Woodpicks concert is October 13. 

• After discussion it was decided that the North Central Ethiopian Synod ould 

be our mission of the month in early 2022. 

• The approach to the church’s parking lot was leveled thanks to Dave Ripley 

and crew. 

New Business: 

• For upcoming events the Pelican Rapids school district’s COVID policy will 

be followed. 

• Chicken dinner is free will offering.  Workers are needed Friday evening and 

Saturday. 

• Passing of offering plates will resume during this Sunday’s service. 

Mission of the month of November will be the Christmas Dinner. 

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting will be November 9, 2021 at 6 P.M. 



GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

September 30, 2021 
 

 

GENERAL FUND:  September 2021  

Monthly Budget  

Amount                 Receipts             Gain/ ( Shortfall)  

$15,373.66   $9,608.71   ($5,764.95) 

 

Attendance Average, 4 Services  76        

Concert      $238.00 

Mission Receipts                               $619.00 

 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance,  September 1, 2021               $49,444.00 

September Receipts                                          $     00.00  

September Disbursements                             ($      00.00) 

Balance,  Sept. 30, 2021                                 $49,444.00 

  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FU ND: 

Balance, September 1,  2021                           $11,114.53 

September Receipts                               $    100 .00 

September Disbursements                             $             .00 

Balance,  September 30, 2021                        $11,214.53 

  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, September 1, 2021                              $2,520.41 

September Receipts                                         $     857.00 

September  Disbursements                           ($    1019.00) 

Balance, September 30,  2021                          $ 2,358.41 

 

Submitted by Gaylene Bader, Treasurer 

The GLW Minutes  
GLW met October 21, 2021.  Welcome and coffee with serv-
ing. Pastor Brad, Bible Study-The Pew Sisters 
We began our mee�ng with Joshua 1:9 in booklets.  Secretary and 
Treasurers reports were read and place on file. 
Old Business: 
• The bazaar was a success; having everything outside worked 

out well. 
• Chicken Dinner is October 23rd, 4:30 to 7:00.  We need help 

Friday and Saturday for he chicken dinner. 
• Thank you to Holly Stenger and Diane Klitzke for cleaning the 

windows. 
New Business: 
• We will welcomed new members and recognized how blessed 

we are to have Pastor Brad! 
• GLW will donate $2000.00 fir hea�ng.  Mo�on made and 2nd. 
• Carper will be cleaned some�me in January. 
• Next mee�ng we will review our list of people for gi: boxes for 

Christmas. 
• Thank you to Ardis and Karen N for our goodies today. 
• Pat C. and Doreen will serve lunch at the next mee�ng. 
• Thank you to Carol for taking notes for me. 
Birthday and birthday song, offering and offering song. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  Next mee�ng is November 18, 
2021. 
 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary 

NOVEMBER LIBRARY CORNER by Paulette Haddock, Librarian 

November 1, is “All Saints Day.”  Did you know that all believers in Christ 

are saints? As evidence, look at Romans 16:15. Paul tells the church in Rome to 

“Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who 

are with them.” As Luther taught, and Pastor Brad o:en says, we are “simultaneously 

saint and sinner.”  So, what are you doing to invite the Holy Spirit to remake your 

heart and mind? (Romans 12:1-2) 

 Our library has new magazines that can inform, teach and help you be-

come more like Christ.   Teach Us to Pray, the Chris�anity Today Special Issue picks up 

the Disciples request, “Lord, teach us to pray.” It highlights “women’s perspec�ves on 

deepening our engagement in life with God.” The September/October issue of Con-

nec�ons has mul�ple ar�cles about the Seventh Pe��on of the Lord’s Prayer: “But 

Deliver Us from Evil.” Chris�anity Today, the September 2021 issue, has an ar�cle on 

the slow process of sanc�fica�on: Why Chris�ans Keep Preaching to Themselves.  

Another ar�cle in the same issue is the story of Heather Mercer. In She Was Captured 

by the Taliban in 2001. But God Gave Heather a Bigger Story, we learn Heather even-

tually began a ministry in Iraq and adopted a deaf young boy.  The final magazine, the 

October issue of Chris�anity Today focuses on modern Chris�an fic�on. People either 

love it or hate it because the Chris�an novels are not “literary” enough.  They miss 

the point of ethics and morality that these novels teach.   

 Two series of Chris�an historical romance novels by Jane Peart were add-

ed this past month. The Orphan Train West Series is the life story of three orphan 

girls who leave an orphanage near Boston on a train heading West to adop�ve 

homes. The Westward Dreams Series is about women who leave homes in the East 

for places in the West.  Finding “themselves in a difficult, some�mes hos�le environ-

ment” they show “persistence, principle, and a steadfast faith” that allows them to 

establish new lives. 

 Three devo�onal books have also been added.  Songs of Praise contains 

passages from both the Old and New Testaments to meditate upon.  Moments for 

Friends includes stories about friendship with a quote and verse to share with a 

friend, or you can use it alone. For Such a Times as This includes verses from the 

Epistles and commentary to mediate upon. The final book, 90 Minutes in Heaven, 

details the death experience of Don Piper and his miraculous return to life on this 

earth.  One of my cousins read this book and agrees with the statement on the back 

cover: “The experience drama�cally changed Piper’s life, and it will change yours 

too.”     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 -Nora Nelson 
2 -Darin Teberg 
       -Elsa Grunewald 
3     -Gary Longfors 
 -Amy Anderson 
 -Isabel (Ella) Bigelow 
4 -Sadie Haarstick 
 -Nick Jessen 
 -Blake Dillon 
6 -Lowell Skunberg 
 -Mason Christianson 
 -Tarin Sundblad 
 -Kindle Sundblad 
 -Gene Bogenreif 
9 -Nicholas Teberg 
 -Mary Nelson 
12 -Nichole Scheer 
13  -Izabella Hultin 
15 -Allison Nirschl 
       -Liam Scheer 
16 -Peggy Skunberg 
18 -Wendy Scheer 
 -Ricky Stadum 
 -Randy Sundblad 
19 -Kyle Skunberg 
      -Cash Sondeland 
 -Chase Pourrier 
 -Anthony Spaeth 
21 -Jeanette Ripley 
 -Alesha Ouren 
 -Fred Sanchez 
 -Don Suiter 
22 -Brenda Rasmussen 
 -Allison Haiby 
      -Leah Ravenscraft 
25 -Kaytlin Winkels 
26 -Jay Fresonke 
 -Abby Fresonke 
27  -Karen Rossum 
28 -Tracy Williams 
 -Delores Pederson 
 -Debbie Bergren 
29 –Bryon Bennett 
 -Pastor Brad Soenksen 
 -Jennifer Cardwell 
30 -Renae Rocholl 

 

December Gazette  

Deadline….. 

November 24th! 

Women’s Home Bible Study 

Rachel Ronnevik’s home (13855 280
th

 Street, 

Fergus Falls) 

All women are welcome! 

We will meet the first and third Mondays of eve-

ry month. 

We will be studying a different word 

from God’s WORD each /me we meet- 

words like hope, compassion, boldness.  

If you can’t make every study, come to 

the ones you can as each study will have 

a different word topic. 

Gather Us In                           by Rachel Ronnevik                                                                                                       
 

Being able to physically gather together as people of God a4er the pandemic has been a wonder-
ful and some/mes  emo/onal experience for many of us here at Grace. We have reinstated some 
physical gatherings but long for the /me when we can move around to greet one another during 
worship, kneel together at the communion rail and let the pandemic be the past and not the pre-
sent. We long to be “a communion of saints” again just as we confess in the Apostle’s Creed at 
worship on Sunday mornings.  
 

Communion is the act of sharing not only possessions (our finances, our church building, etc.) but 
also our thoughts and our emo/ons in in/mate conversa/on. Communion is close, hear:elt rela-
/onships with deep understanding. It’s Chris/ans sharing the same faith and its promises as they 
celebrate the sacraments of Holy Communion and Bap/sm in their fellowship together. 
 

“The communion of saints” has taken on deeper meaning for me since reading Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer’s li=le book Life Together. During Hitler’s rise to power in Germany, Bonhoeffer was called 
to take charge of an “illegal,” clandes/ne seminary for training young pastors. There he shared a 
common life in emergency-built houses with 25 seminarians. During this /me, he wrote Life To-
gether, filled with prac/cal advice on living together in Chris/an fellowship. 
 

Though wri=en originally in German decades ago, the message in this book is profound and appli-
cable for us. Below are some quotes to ponder from the first few pages of chapter one: 
“Community”. 
 

“--between the death of Christ and the Last Day it is only by a gracious an�cipa�on of the last 
things that Chris�ans are privileged to live in visible fellowship with other Chris�ans. It is by the 
grace of God that a congrega�on is permi ed to gather visibly in this world to share God’s 
Word and sacrament.” 
 

“The physical presence of other Chris�ans is a source of incomparable joy and strength to the 
believer.” 
 

“The believer feels no shame…when he yearns for the physical presence of other Chris�ans…
Visitor and visited in loneliness recognize in each other the Christ who is present in the body; 
they receive and meet each other as one meets the Lord, in reverence, humility, and joy.” 
 

“--how inexhaus�ble are the riches that open up for those who by God’s will are privileged to 
live in the daily fellowship of life with other Chris�ans!” 
 

“It is easily forgo en that the fellowship of Chris�an brethren is a gi- of grace, a gi- of the 
Kingdom of God that any day may be taken from us. It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are 
allowed to live in community with Chris�an brethren.” 
 

As the Covid pandemic con/nues to ease, and we crawl out of the world of isola/on, what place 
will we give  
“the communion of saints” in our lives? Will it be a priority that draws us out of newly acquired 
habits and back into the physical fellowship of Chris/an community and back to our church build-
ing and church family?  
 
Marty Haugen’s hymn “Here in This Place Gather Us In” (WOV 718) ‘sings’ of hope for community 
among the saints and pe//ons to God to shape us into a communion of saints.  
 

               Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away— 
Here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

               Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 
               Gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.  (v.4) 
 

Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglec�ng to  
meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more  

as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrew 10:24-25 



2021 SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 01 02 03 04 05 06

9:30 AM:  Women's Home 

Bible Study at Rachel 

Ronnevik's

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                               

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                         

6:30 PM:  Youth Group 

Meets 

07 08 09 10 11 12 13

9:00 AM:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                     

10:00: Worship with Holy 

Communion followed by 

Fellowship
6:00 PM:  Council Meets

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                              

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                

7:00 PM:  The Prairie 

Doves                     

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                  

10:00 AM:   Worship  

followed by Fellowship

9:30 AM:  Women's Home 

Bible Study at Rachel 

Ronnevik's

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                              

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                            

6:30 PM:  Youth Group 

Meets 

9:00 AM:  GLW meets

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                 

10:00 AM:   Worship  

followed by Fellowship                          

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                                

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                               

6:30 PM:  Thanksgiving 

Eve Worship followed by 

Pie Fellowship                 Gazette Deadline

28 29 30 01 02 03 04

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                  

10:00 AM:   Worship  

followed by Fellowship  

05 06 07 08 09 10 11

NOVEMBER

Mon & Tues - GLW Quilters Meet at 9:00 AM 

with a Potluck lunch to follow


