
 

  2021 Grace Gazette 

   
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) 

PO Box 10 

Erhard, MN 56534 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 December 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

      Grace Lutheran Church 

 

  Mission Statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a 
welcoming church family, committed 
to the Bible as God’s truth, worshiping 
together, and reaching out to love, 
pray for, teach, and serve others in 
Christ’s name. 

U.S. Highway 59 in Erhard, MN 
Visit us online at – http://gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages:  
The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
Grace Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To: 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month.  (unless otherwise specified). 
 



From Pr. Brad... 
 

Heaven Came Down 
 

 
 

I love the book of Genesis, the book of 
beginnings. I had fun teaching it during my 
twenty-some years as a seminary professor, 
and I’ve enjoyed teaching it here at Grace 
during my tenure as pastor.  
 

In this first book of the meta-narrative of 
Scripture, we see the beauty and power of the 
Creation account, the tragedy of the human 
Fall into sin, the terror of the judgment in the 
Flood, and the hope of God’s Gospel promise 
to Abraham that one of his descendants would 
bless all the families of the earth (see Gal. 3:8).  
Later in the book we encounter what are 
known as the “Patriarchal Narratives,” where 
we witness the faithfulness of God in the lives 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his sons.   
 

When you step into the account of Jacob’s 
early life, you step into an adventure! Jacob’s 
father, Isaac, sends him to the north country to 
find a wife (and to escape his brother Esau’s 
anger). Having never been very far from home, 
he now sets out on a 400-mile journey to 
Paddan Aram. It’s a familiar story found in 
Genesis chapter 28: Jacob makes camp for 
the night, uses a rock for a pillow, falls asleep, 
and dreams of a ladder reaching into heaven 
with angels ascending and descending on it!  
The story has even been memorialized in an 
old Sunday School song “We Are Climbing 
Jacob's Ladder.” It goes like this: 

 

We are climbing Jacob's ladder 
We are climbing Jacob's ladder 
We are climbing Jacob's ladder 
Soldiers of the cross 

 

Ev'ry round goes higher higher 
Ev'ry round goes higher higher 
Ev'ry round goes higher higher 
We are climbing higher higher 

We are climbing higher higher 
We are climbing higher higher 
Soldiers of the cross 

 

But there’s a bit of a problem with this song – 
we are not the one’s climbing up the ladder. 
The ladder is not so we can get to God, but so 
like Jacob, He can get to us with His provision 
for our journeys. The song sends us off in the 
wrong direction by strapping us with the task of 
climbing to God.  
 

Our problem in “Climbing Jacob’s Ladder” is a 
human problem – we are not very good 
climbers. In fact, we are not “climbers” but 
“fallers” (Rom. 3:23). God’s help for our human 
inability is the strongest theme in Genesis, and 
the rest of the Bible doubles down on this 
thought. Paul identifies our struggle as children 
of Adam, 
 

Sin came into the world through one man 
[Adam], and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all 
sinned... (Rom. 5:12)  

 

The Apostle Paul, the Old Testament scholar 
that he was, had studied Genesis carefully and 
reminds us here that the problem of Adam’s 
Fall is also our problem, it’s a human problem. 
 

But this Christmas season we are thankful that 
even though we “fallers” are unable to climb up 
to God, He came down the ladder to us. Jacob 
himself was cared for so directly by God 
because he was in the line of people stretching 
from Adam to Abraham, and finally to Jesus. 
 

Yes, the Bible is crystal clear that Jesus is the 
divine Son of God, but He was also born of a 
human mother, and because of this, He is the 
one and only God-Man. He is the perfect 
connection between heaven and earth.  
 

He fixed our inability to climb up to God by 
taking our “falleness” on Himself at the cross, 
erasing our sin, and bridging the gap between 
an exalted God and fallen humans. Paul says,  
 

Just as one trespass led to condemnation 
for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men. For 
as by the one man's [Adam’s] disobedience 
the many were made sinners, so by the 
one man's [Jesus’] obedience the many will 
be made righteous. (Rom. 5:18-19)  
 

This Christmas season, don’t forget to look up, 
and thank God for coming down to us! 



Grace Lutheran Church Council Minutes November 9, 2021 

Present: Curt Cardwell, Jim Klitzke, Karen Rossum, Cheryl Rotz, Jeanette Ripley, 

Rachel Ronnevik, Gaylene Bader, and Pastor Brad. 

Absent: Jeff LaVigne, Harlan Weiss, and Dean Larson. 

Jim Klitzke called the meeting to order and we read the mission statement. 

Pastor Brad gave devotions and prayer. 

The agenda was reviewed and approved. 

The secretary’s and treasurer’s reports were reviewed and approved. 

Old Business: 

• We reiterated our commitment to promoting evangelism and mission 

outreach. 

•  The chicken dinner was a success and 400+ people were served inside and 

take-out. 

• The Christmas dinner will only be served inside.   

New Business: 

• The idea of an automatic door opener was discussed and tabled until the 

annual meeting. 

• Park Region Telephone has contacted the church regarding high-speed 

internet. 

• The annual meeting will be January 30, 2021. 

• Raising our limit of spending by the council from $2500 to $5000 was 

discussed pending approval at the annual meeting. 

• A treasurer’s audit needs to be done before the 30
th

. 

• Building a cabinet for paper in Rena’s office was discussed. 

• The budget was then studied line by line and adjusted for next year 

pending approval at the annual meeting. 

A motion to adjourn was made and seconded.  We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our next meeting is December 14, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. 



GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

October 31, 2021 
 

GENERAL FUND:  October 2021  

Monthly Budget  

Amount                 Receipts             Gain/ ( Shortfall)  

$15,373.66   $27,187.70   11,814.04 
 

Attendance Average, 5 Services  88        

Concert        $733.00 

Mission Receipts                               $2536.85 
 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance,  October 1, 2021                $49,444.00 

October Receipts                                              $      00.00 

October    Disbursements                               ($      00.00) 

Balance,  October 31, 2021                             $49,444.00 
 

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FU ND: 

Balance, October 1,  2021                              $11,214.53 

October  Receipts                                        $          10 .00 

October Disbursements                                 $             .00 

Balance,  October 31, 2021                             $11,214.53 

  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, October 1, 2021                                   $2,358.41 

October Receipts                                                $3,309.85 

October Disbursements                                   ($3,336.85) 

Balance, October 31,  2021                               $ 2,331.41 
 

Submitted by Gaylene Bader, Treasurer 

The GLW Minutes  

 

Not available at �me of prin�ng. 

December Library Corner, 2021 by Paulette Haddock, GLC librarian 

Truly, it is a “Merry Christmas” for the GLC Library! Lots of new items were donated and purchased in November. Be 

sure to look over our “NEW BOOK” shelf and the “CHRISTMAS” items displayed below that shelf. New magazines are in the 

MAGAZINE rack. There are new edi�ons of  Connec�ons  focusing on the “Conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer,” and of Chris�anity 

Today with the lead ar�cle being “Empty Pews are an American Public Health Crisis.”  

There are eight new books on our shelf.   Think Differently Live Differently: Keys to a Life of Freedom, by Bob Hamp 

and The Gi�s of Imperfec�on by Brene Brown are recommended by Judy Suiter. Food from Ravens: Stories of God’s Power 

and Provision Through Prayer, compiled by Jan Tollefson, and The Spirit of God was Moving: The World Mission Prayer 

League: Its Beginnings, by Mildred Tengbom, were dona�ons from Tom and Eunice Olson, who are heading for ministry in 

the Democra�c Republic of the Congo this spring. Too Blessed to be Stressed: 3-Minute Devo�ons for Women, by Debora M. 

Coty, and From My Heart to Yours: Life Lessons on Faith, Family and Friendship, by Robin McGraw, were donated by our 

friend Pat Teberg who had a heart for people of all ages and for our LORD.  Mee�ng God at Every Turn, by Catherine Mar-

shall, and Stories for a Woman’s Heart: Over 100 Stories to Encourage Her Soul, compiled by Alice Gray, are more recom-

mended dona�ons.  

We purchased several new movies for your enjoyment and edifica�on.  Through the Shadowlands is the story of C.S. 

Lewis and his heartbreak over his wife’s death from cancer. Martyrs and Missionaries is a collec�on of missionary stories, 

and End of the Spear: A True Story is the story of the missionaries who were martyred in the jungle of South America during 

the 1950’s. The Chosen: Season One gives a closer look at the disciples and followers of Jesus. The series is very well wri;en 

and makes the humanity of Christ seem more real, while presen�ng His divinity in a way that leaves you in no doubt that He 

is who He says He is. Four movies are about Christmas. The Star of Bethlehem is a scien�fic look at the skies at the �me of 

Christ’s birth.  You may not understand all the jargon, but you will find the details interes�ng! Saint Nicholas: The Real Story 

will help school-age children to understand where the legend of Santa Claus originated.  Silent Night is not about the origin of 

the song, but is based on an actual Christmas Eve incident during World War II.  Christmas Oranges is the tale of a young or-

phan girl. The new Christmas movies will be on the shelf with other Christmas items. Merry Christmas, everyone! 

 



2 -Christine Boese  
 -John Ripley  

 -Judy Tabbut 
 -Sawyer Westby 

5 -LaFaye Thompson 
 -Wanda Taylor 

8 -Mike Dillon 
 -Kayleigh Kubitz 

 -Dean Larson 
9 -Ardis Jorgenson 

 -DawsonWinkels 
10 -Nicholas Williams 

11 -MacKayla Houle 
 -Jason Hasling 

 -Becca Dillon 
 -Vivian Price 

12 -Patrick Dillon 
 -Keith Bergren 

13 -Gene Hendrickson 
 -Josh Nehk 

 -Nevaeh Teberg 
 -Marvie Waters 

14 -Betty Skramsted 
 -Harper Buchholz 
15   -Shelly Grunewald 

17 - verly Teberg  
18 -Jamie Lemke 

 -Cheyanne Johnson  
19 -Beverly Ouren 

 -Monica Stutsman 
 -Tyler Honrud 
20 -Zeiss Weston 
21  -Cassidy Kubitz 
      -Henry Milbeck 

22 -Arlen Haarstick 
 -Tanner Stadum 
        -Hannah Nelson 

23   -Benjamin Metzger 
24  -Elsie Emery 

 -Tammy Wahlstro  
25 -MacKensie Houle 

26  -Kim Knutson 
27 -Jennifer Hams 
 -David Stadum 

28 -Arthur Anderson 
 -Hans Ronnevik 

29 -Karen Walker 
 -Amber Bengtson 

 -Kelsey Thorson 
30 -Steve Anderson 

31 -Herman Rocholl 
 -Heather Norgren 

 -Tanya Stoll 

If you’ve been inad-

vertently missed on 

the birthday congratu-

lation to share, please 

notify the church  

office at: 

(218)842-5205 or 
glclcmc@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 DVD copies of services 

are available 

on the Nathex or  

contact the  

church office! 

 

January Gazette Deadline….. 

December 27th! 

Sunday School Christmas  

Program 

Sunday, December 12th ~ 10:00 

a.m. followed by a fellowship meal  

served by the GLW! 

I’d like to thank 

everyone who 

a�ended my re�re-

ment party for all 

the cards, gi�s, 

flowers and well 

wishes.  It’s been a 



Grace Lutheran Church and the Anne Carlsen Center 

The Anne Carlsen Center is Grace’s October mission of the month. 

Donations from our October after worship fellowship are used to buy 

Christmas gifts for children at the Center.  

In addition to the mission of the month contribution, Grace chose to 

donate $500 from the 2021 annual budget. But your generosity did 

not end there! Half of the proceeds from the annual chicken dinner 

were added as part of Grace’s Christmas giving to the Center. 

But wait! There’s more!  According to a representative from the 

Center, an anonymous donor will match all donations, up to $1 

million, to the Anne Carlsen Center through the end of December. That means our donations will double and used to meet the 

needs of the children at the Center.  

Denise Jensen from the Anne Carlsen Center says it best. “Your thoughts, prayers and generosity never ceases to amaze us. 

You all are such a gift, and we are so blessed to have you as part of our Anne Carlsen family,” says Denise. “Our kids have had 

such a rough year. Covid protocols have restricted visitations. Their normal routines have been interrupted. Your devotion and 

kindness mean so much and will help us give the children a Christmas they will remember.”  

Santa and The Elf will be unable to present the Christmas gifts purchased with your donations because of COVID. But word has 

it they have a staff Santa on standby.  

Anne Carlsen is a non-profit organization providing individuals with developmental disabilities or delays with services and 

supports for 80 years. Anne Carlsen has positioned itself on the forefront of innovation with unique programs, creative 

therapies, and advanced assistive technologies that provide life-changing programming to those they serve.  

Thank you for your generosity that flows from grace. Just as God's grace toward us makes Him generous, the more we 

cherish the grace we have received.  

************************************************************************************************ 

 

Denise Jensen 

Anne Carlsen Center 

“Your thoughts, prayers and generosity 

never ceases to amaze us. You all are such 

a gift, and we are blessed to have you as 

part of our Anne Carlsen family.” 



2021 SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 01 02 03 04

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                                    

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                         

6:30 PM:  Youth Group 

Meets                           7:00 

PM:  Choir Practice 

05 06 07 08 09 10 11

9:00 AM:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                     

10:00: Worship with Holy 

Communion followed by 

Fellowship                            

11:30 AM:  Choir Practice

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                                   

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                

7:00 PM:  The Kingery's 

Christmas Concert                    

8:30 AM:  Stephens 

Ministry

9-11:30 AM:  Sunday 

School Christmas Program 

Practice with a Pizza Lunch

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                  

10:00 AM:   Sunday School 

Christmas Program 

followed by a Fellowship 

Meal

9:30 AM:  Women's Home 

Bible Study at Rachel 

Ronnevik's

6:00 PM:  Council Meets

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                                   

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                            

6:30 PM:  Youth Group 

Meets                            7:00 

PM:  Choir Practice

10;00 AM:  GLW meets to 

pack Christmas Boxes and 

Pot-Luck lunch

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                 

10:00 AM:   Worship  

followed by Fellowship                          

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                                

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                   

7:00 PM:  Choir Practice                            
4:30 PM:  Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Worship

10:00 AM:  Christmas 

Matins Worship                    

11:00 AM:  Community 

Christmas Dinner

26 27 28 29 30 31 01

10:00 AM:   Worship  

followed by Fellowship  

Gazette Deadline

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with 

Pr. Brad                                      

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship 

Meets                                       
2021 Donations are due if 

you want to claim on your 

taxes for this year!

02 03 04 05 06 07 08

DECEMBER

Quilters will meet Monday and 



 


