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          Grace Lutheran Church 

 
  Mission Statement: 

Grace Lutheran strives to be a 
welcoming church family, committed 
to the Bible as God’s truth, worshiping 
together, and reaching out to love, 
pray for, teach, and serve others in 
Christ’s name. 

U.S. Highway 59 in Erhard, MN 
Visit us online at – http://gracechurchoferhard.org 

Facebook Pages:  
The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard 

Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN 
Grace Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & Friends 
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A member of the LCMC  

(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) 
 

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present 
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation 
heritage of: 
Grace Alone: 

God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to 
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian 
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy 
shown to us in Christ. 

Faith Alone: 

God’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal 
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith 
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal 
future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives. 

Word Alone: 

The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is 
the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and 
living.      

YOU ARE WELCOME AT GRACE 
Sunday Worship:  10:00 a.m.  with Holy Communion the first Sunday of every 
month.  Coffee Fellowship every Sunday after Worship. 
Sunday School, Confirmation Class,  Adult Bible Study:   9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. 
Morning Bible Study:   Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m.  
The Foundry (Youth Group) Gatherings:  Meets the first and third Wed of each 
month.  (unless otherwise specified). 
 



  Grace Lutheran Annual Meeting       January 30, 2022 

Jeanette Ripley convened the meeting in president, Jim Klitzke’s absence.  Jeanette opened with 

devotions and a prayer.  She then asked for a moment of silence in recognition of those who died during 

2021. 

A thank you was extended to all those who spend endless hours to make our church what it is. That 

includes Pastor Brad, paid staff and numerous volunteers.  Everyone is truly appreciated. 

After review of the agenda, a motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the agenda and the 

minutes from the 2021 Congregational Annual Meeting. 

Members in attendance reviewed all reports for 2021; Grace Lutheran Church Statistics, treasurer’s 

reports on General Fund, Savings Account, Building Expansion Fund, Major Maintenance Fund, 

Concert/Mission of the month fund, Stewardship Report, and Bagstevold Cemetery Association. The 

reports also included GLW memorials designated to various church funds, Sunday School and Foundry. A 

motion was made, seconded, and approved by voice voted to transfer the balance from the seating fund 

back to general savings. In a voice vote all reports were approved except Concert/Mission of the Month 

which has yet to be audited. 

The 202 budget was reviewed, and a motion was made and seconded to increase the amount given to 

Heart to Heart Mission from $6000 yearly to $7200yearly. After some discussion, a voice vote was taken, 

and the motion passed. The vote was not unanimous.  This raises the proposed budget from 

$184,581.67 to $185,781.67.   A motion was made and seconded to approve the amended budget and it 

passed. 

Ballots were then distributed as proposed by the nominating committee.  The ballot was reviewed and 

seeing no further nominations from the floor, a motion was made and seconded to unanimously accept 

the ballot.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Those elected: 

Church Council (3 yr.)                Duane Haiby, Shelly Fresonke, and DeAnn Melkert. 

Nominating Committee (1 yr.) John Ripley and Staci Haiby. 

Youth Committee (2yr.)             Zach and Tonya Stoll. 

Property Committee (2 yr.)        Dennis Haiby and Greg Melkert. 

Bagstevold Cemetery (3 yr.)       Dale Gilbertson. 

Education Committee (3 yr.)       Sara Ronnevik  and Cookie Nelson. 

Audit Committee (1 yr.)               Linda Wright 

A vote was called to adjourn and carried. 

The meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Karen Rossum, secretary 
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From Pr. Brad... 
 
No Disguises 
 

 
 
In June of 2013, a man dressed in a sport 
coat and a neatly pressed blue shirt, walked 
into a bank in Des Moines, Iowa and 
explained that he needed a new debit card. 
He presented his identification card to the 
bank official, who looked at the card, looked 
at him, and then said, “Sir, you don’t look 
anything like the man on this ID card.”   
 
The photo on the ID card was of a middle-
aged man with gray hair. The man looking 
for the new debit card was in his mid- 
twenties. Undaunted, the man explained 
that his lack of resemblance to the photo on 
the card was because of a recent accident.  
Suspecting a fraud, the bank manager 
called the police. 
 
When the police arrived, they found a 25-
year-old man with gray powder in his hair 
and beard. He was wearing a foam neck 
brace with an ace bandage wrapped 
awkwardly around his head. The head wrap 
caused his thick hair to stick out on one side 
of his head making him resemble the 
cartoon figure Gumby.   
 
The disguise used by this attempted identity 
thief was so bad that it prompted the police 
officer to ask him, “Are you seriously trying 
to pass yourself off as the man on this ID 
card? The man hung his head and said 
meekly, “I know.” It was soon discovered 
that the actual owner of the ID card had lost 

it when his car had been recently stolen, 
and he had wisely notified the bank to flag 
his account. 
 
This month as we move from Epiphany, the 
season in which Jesus reveals Himself to 
us, into the season of Lent, a time in which 
we reveal our sin to Him, we can be 
assured that there is no need for us to try to 
fake our identity – He already knows us.  
Indeed, He has known us intimately long 
before we ever gave Him any thought. In 
the words of Psalm 139,  
 

He has searched me and known me, He 
perceives my thoughts from afar, and is 
familiar with all my ways. 

 
And, from the words of Jesus as He called a 
skeptical Nathaniel to follow Him and be His 
disciple (John 1:48),  
 

I saw you while you were still under the 
fig tree before Philip called you. 

 
So what’s the point in all of this for us? Like 
it or not, we cannot put God off or hold Him 
at bay.  There is just the raw reality of who 
Jesus is, and how He acts with us.  We may 
want to debate with Him, marshaling all our 
complaints and objections, but He just looks 
at us and says, “I have seen you; I know 
you.  I know the passion of your soul, the 
depth of your wounds, the carelessness of 
your rebellions, the stupidity of your 
stumbles; I know it all, but here I am. I see 
you; I know you; I want you – “Follow me.”   
 
We may feel today that the Lord has not 
found us, but in fact He has – He is 
intimately acquainted with all our ways.  And 
the good news of His Gospel is that in spite 
of what He knows about us, out of His great 
love for us, He willingly laid His life down for 
us.  Because of Him we live beneath an 
open heaven, known and forgiven. 
 
He has found us, and He is calling us to see 
Him traveling with us on our journeys. So 
take off the disguise, He sees right through 
it anyway. “How do you know me Lord?”  “I 
have always known you.” He answers.  
Such knowledge is indeed wonderful!  To 
God be the glory!  Amen. 



Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting  February 8, 2022 

 

Present:  Jeanette Ripley, Karen Rossum, Harlan Seidell, Duane Haiby, Shelly Fresonke, Cheryl Rotz, 

Deann Melkert, Curt Cardwell, Gaylene Bader, and Pastor Brad. 

Absent: Jeff LaVigne and Dean Larson 

 

Jeanette opened the meeting and we read the mission statement. 

Pastor Brad gave devotions and prayer. 

New members Duane Haiby, Shelly Fresonke, and Deann Melkert were welcomed and officers were 

voted on. 

President: Duane Haiby                                    Vice-President:  Curt Cardwell 

Secretary: Karen Rossum                                  Treasurer: Gaylene Bader reappointed 

Secretary’s and treasurer’s reports were reviewed and approved.  A motion was made and approved 

that, if needed, $10,000 would be transferred from saving to general fund. 

Pastor Brad gave his monthly activity report. 

Old Business: 

• Promoting evangelism and outreach was reiterated. 

• The audited Mission/Concert budget was reviewed and approved. 

• There was a discussion of a new directory.  It could be done if we have enough volunteers to set 

it up and oversee sit. 

New Business: 

• Shelly Fresonke was chosen for council rep on nominating committee. 

• Cheryl Rotz was chosen for auditing committee. 

• Karen Rossum was chosen for property committee. 

• Liaisons to committees were chosen; Cheryl Rotz – Youth; DeAnn Melkert – Education; Curt 

Cardwell- fundraising; Karen Rossum- GLW. 

• Ushers were chosen for the year 2022. 

• Lenten services begin March 2,2022 which is Ash Wednesday.  Council will serve soup and 

sandwiches from 5:15 to 6:30 followed by the Lenten service. 

• A library report was submitted by Paulette Haddock and approved. 

• Mission of the month for March will be Emma Melby and family. 

A motion to adjourn was made and passed.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting is March 8,2022 at 6:00 P.M. 

Usher for March is DeAnn Melkert. 



GRACE GAZETTE FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

January 31, 2022 
 

 

GENERAL FUND:  January 2022  

Monthly Budget  

Amount                 Receipts             Gain/ ( Shortfall)  

$15,481.81   $11,479.05   ($4,002.76) 

 

Attendance Average, 5 Services  74         

No Concert   

Mission Receipts    $898.00 

 

GRACE BUILDING EXPANSION FUND 

Balance,  Jan. 1, 2022                $54,564.00 

January  Receipts                                           $     

January Disbursements                                 ($      00.00) 

Balance,  Jan. 31, 2022   $54,564.00 

  

GRACE MAJOR MAINTENANCE FU ND: 

Balance, Jan. 1, 2022                             $11,224.53 

January  Receipts                                          $             .00 

January Disbursements                                    $          .00 

Balance, Jan 31, 2022    $11,224.53 

  

CONCERT/MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Balance, Jan 1, 2022    $5,582.97 

January  Receipts                                           $     898.00 

January Disbursements                               ($   1,320.95) 

Balance, January 31, 2022    $ 5,160.02 

 

Submitted by Gaylene Bader, Treasurer 

The GLW Minutes  

 

GLW met February 16, 2022. Welcome and brunch with Karen R. and 

Sheila serving.  We had devotions and Bible Study with  

Pastor Brad 

We began our meeting with Psalm 31:3  Secretary and Treasurers 

reports were read and place on file. 

Old Business: 

• Thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas Dinner. 

• Still  no word on the Mother/Daughter Banquet. 

• Men’s Ham Dinner is March 26th. 

New Business: 

• We talked about what to do with old runners, old Christmas dec-

orations, and old spring decorations and decided to give them 

away. 

• Group II served the last funeral so Group I will serve the next 

one. 

• Ash Wednesday is March 2nd served by the Council. 

• Other groups still need to sign up,  Group I will serve March 

23rd. 

Thank you to Sheila and Karen R. for serving today.  Volunteers for 

March are Renee Stadum and Sandy Brummer. 

Jeanette will serve lunch at the next meeting, March 17, 2022, St. 

Patrick’s Day! 

Birthday and birthday song, offering and offering song. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Sheila Ouren, Secretary 
 

 Please join us Wednesday’s  

During Lenten Season  

Soup, Sandwich and the Word  

Starting March 2nd  

Meal served starting at 5:30 a De-

votional at 6:30 

Everyone Welcome! 



1-Morgan Sundblad  

2-Elaine Knutson 

  -Margaret Barringer 

   -Shaine Ols  

3-Kimberly Barthel  

  -Becky Motz 

 - Chad Chris anson  

   -Ethan Nelson  

4-Sco# Ripley 

  -Aus n Lehn 

  -Caden Rossum 

 5-Mason Olson     

   6-Anna Motz  

7-Kayla Lehn 

  -Cody Lavigne 

        -Anne#e Struck  

8-Jim Hanson 

  -Kammie Fouque#e 

  -Jeff LaVigne 

   -Hudson Meyer 

9-Jessica Rotz 

 10-Cheryl Rotz 

 12-Elsa Pe6t  

        13-Greg Melkert   

    -Tyson Motz 

    -Beth LaVigne 

14-Lilly Peterson 

17-Kim Anderson 

   -Christopher Ripley 

18-Parker Bilden 

    -Berklee Bilden 

21-Griffin Westby 

    -Nathan Tollefson 

    -Brian Motz  

22 -Lilyana Nord 

23-Ashley Stadum 

    -Mike Sundblad 

25-Mackenzie McKellips 

26-Amber Fleming 

27-Paule#e Haddock 

    -August Weiss 

     -Dorene Kvam 

If you’ve been inadvertently 

missed on the birthday congratu-

lation to share, please notify the 

church  

office at: 

(218)842-5205 or 

glclcmc@gmail.com 

 

 

 DVD copies of 

services 

are available 

on the Nathex 

or contact the  

church office! 

April Gazette Deadline….. 

March 25th! 

Giving at Grace Lutheran Church of Erhard through 

Tithe.ly, a safe and secure giving platform that allows 

you to give one-time or recurring gifts!  

You can get started by using one of the below options. 

1. Tithe.ly Giving App: 

• Download the Tithe.ly App from the App Store 

(iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android). Once 

you've downloaded the app select Grace Church 

of Erhard. If this is your first time giving with 

Tithe.ly you will be prompted to create an ac-

count that you can use for all future gifts. 

•  The first time you will also need to add your 

credit/debit card or ACH/banking info.  Once your 

account has been created you will not need to 

enter your personal or payment information. Just 

enter your PIN and give! 

•  A reminder you can set your gift up as recurring. 

 2. Website Giving: 

• Click on this link gracechurchoferhard.org to give 

through the church website. It's a safe and easy 

way to give any time. 

If you have any questions, please contact Rena Kubitz 

or Kim Pederson for more information. 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
at 2:00 A.M. on March 13! 

SPRING AHEAD! 



2022 SUNDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 01 02 03 04 05

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with Pr. Brad                                   

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship Meets                                      

5:30 PM:  Soup, Supper and the 

Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM         

6:30 PM:  :  Youth Group meets                               

7:00 PM:  Choir Practice                  

06 07 08 09 10 11 12

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                 

10:00 AM:   Worship with Holy 

Communion followed by 

Fellowship                          

9:30 AM:  Women's Home 

Bible Study at Rachel 

Ronnevik's

6:00 PM:  Council meets

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with Pr. Brad                                  

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship Meets                                      

5:30 PM:  First Coummunion Class                                

5:30 PM:  Soup, Supper and the 

Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM                                   

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                 

10:00 AM:   Worship  followed 

by Fellowship                  11:30 

AM:  Choir Practice                      

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with Pr. Brad                               

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship Meets                                   

5:30 PM:  First Coummunion Class                               

5:30 PM:  Soup, Supper and the 

Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM               

6:30 PM:  Youth Group meets                                

7:00 PM:  Choir Practice                       

9:00 AM:  GLW meets

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                 

10:00 AM:   Worship  followed 

by Fellowship                    

11:30 AM:  Choir Practice                    

9:30 AM:  Women's Home 

Bible Study at Rachel 

Ronnevik's

8:00 AM:  Bible Study with Pr. Brad                               

9:15 AM: Prayer Fellowship Meets                                      

5:30 PM:  First Coummunion Class                   

5:30 PM:  Soup, Supper and the 

Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM                                

7:00 PM:  Choir Practice                                   

Gazette Deadline

27 28 29 30 31 01 02

9:00:  Sunday School, 

Confirmation & Adult Bible 

Study                                 

10:00 AM:   Worship  followed 

by Fellowship                      

11:30 AM:  Choir Practice                   

MARCH

Quilters will meet Monday and Tuesday

Confirmation Retreat at IPoint 11-13th




