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A member of the LCMC
(Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ)

A Lutheran community of faith engaging the present
while embracing the Biblical and Reformation

Grace L utﬁcran C /7urc/7 heritage of:

Grace Alone:
God, out of His great mercy, has reconciled humanity to
Himself through His Son Jesus Christ. Acts of Christian
goodness are a thankful response to God’s mercy
shown to us in Christ.

Faith Alone:
God'’s gift of faith apprehends the great work of eternal
redemption accomplished for us by Jesus Christ. A faith
relationship with the Triune God is the key to our eternal

Mission Statement: future and it brings meaning and joy to our present lives.
Grace Lutheran strives to be a Word Alone:
welcoming church family, committed The Bible is God’s authoritative Word to humanity. It is
to the Bible as God'’s truth, worshiping the sole and true guide for Christian faith, doctrine, and
together, and reaching out to love, living.
pray for, teach, and serve others in
Christ's name. YOUARE WELCOME AT GRACE

U.S. Highway 59 in Erhard, MN Sun:ihayg\l?frshli:p:” 10:(:19 a.m. wéth I:jloly (itomvvunic;]p the first Sunday of every
ol H . montn. Corree Fellowsnip every sunaay arter vworsnip.
Visitus online a:-_ http.//qracechl,!rchoferhard.orq Sunday School, ConfirrflationyCIass, yAdult Bible Sptudy: 9:00 a.m. every
acebook Pages: .
The Foundry @ Grace Lutheran Erhard Sunday (during school year)
Morning Bible Study: Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. w/prayer group to follow
Grace Lutheran Church (LCMC) of Erhard, MN Grace Choir: Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. During lent 7:00 p.m. (during school year)
Grace Lutheran Church Women "GLW" & Friends




March 2026 Article
Trading Places

| was at a ministerial meeting several years ago with a room full of pastors. As we were discussing various
topics, one of my colleagues asked about preaching, specifically he asked all of us if we felt we could preach
from Romans chapter 9 through 11. That question seemed somewhat strange to me. | came from a school of
thought that said all of the Bible should, and could, be preached.

As the discussion continued, it became clear to me, from his perspective, these chapters were speaking
specifically of Paul’s relationship with his Jewish neighbors. You can really see Paul’s heart for his Jewish
brothers and sisters in this section of Romans. My colleague at the ministerial meeting felt it was not
appropriate for us as Gentiles to preach a Christian sermon to a Gentile audience from this section of Holy
Scripture. | think it is very appropriate because of the missionary passion that Paul is using as he is writing.

That prompts the question for me: what is the place of this section of scripture for us today? It is my
overwhelming belief that the Bible, as we have it, is completely efficacious—meaning every single verse can be
used. As 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All scripture is God breathed and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness.”

The logical step for us is to ask: what would this portion of scripture have for us today? In Romans, Paul’s
epistle to the church in Rome, we notice that the first eight chapters are all devoted to doctrine, then Paul takes
a sojourn in chapter 9 by giving a section on application of that doctrine for his listening audience characterized
predominantly as Jews living in exile. Notice what he says in Romans 9:1, “| am speaking the truth in Christ I'm
not lying. My conscience bears witness in the Holy Spirit.” Verse two goes on to say that Paul was in great
sorrow and unceasing anguish in his heart. We can ask the question: why was he so sad? The answer begins
to take shape in verse three when he says that he has a wish. He wants to wave his spiritual magic wand and
change the course of direction for many of his spiritual kinsmen. Because he says, “For | wish that | myself was
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers” Romans 9:3. This is an incredible statement
posed by the greatest missionary the world has ever seen. Paul, in a moment of sheer compassion prompted
by his intense anguish about the spiritual state of so many of his fellow Jews, states that he wished he could
trade places with them. He has an overwhelming desire here to somehow exchange his spiritual position of
grace, righteousness, and favor by God, so that many of the people that he would refer to as “brothers" could
experience the same forgiveness, mercy and position in close proximity to the Creator of the entire universe.

This thought is incredibly convicting to me on a personal level. | say that because it seems to imply the
possibility of us putting ourselves in the same position. Do we care for and love our neighbor so much that we
would wish that we could trade places with them so that their position under God's rule and authority would be
based on the complete eradication of all of their sins? Do we love people enough to wish that they had our spot
in God‘s Kingdom? Even as | write this, | wonder if this is even an inappropriate question to ask because it
seems so far-fetched but yet it’s in the Bible? It is apparent that Paul is posing this hypothetically based on
much of the rest of the content of chapter 9, but it still demonstrates an incredible concern for people.

| have heard people say things like this in moments of intense sorrow, loss, and pain. People seem quick to
say, “Oh | wish | could trade places with you” or “If | could wave a magic wand to experience this pain, loss and
anguish so that you could be freed from it.” I've heard people say things like this and quietly wondered if they
really meant it? Once again this is the miraculous nature of Christianity because we really truly have someone
who traded places with us. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to this earth with the specific plan of trading
places with us. Jesus was in a perfect position in proximity to God and he relinquished all of that by coming to



earth to die for us. In the words that Paul uses in Romans 9, Jesus was “cursed” for us. He was cut off from a
perfect Trinitarian relationship for the sake of his brothers and sisters, which is us. He allowed himself to be
separated to the extent that he was cut off so that we may receive what was rightfully intended to him. This is
what would be called the great exchange. This is the exchange of God's perfect righteousness demonstrated
in Christ and it is traded for our sin. Did you ever as a child want to trade something with one of your peers?
Perhaps it was a baseball card or a portion of your school lunch? In all of those transactions my suspicion is
you were always looking for a fair trade. We all want to receive something back of equal value for what we
relinquish. But this trade that we just articulated is the most unfair interaction of all time because Jesus is
trading his perfect righteousness for all of our sin. It’s his perfection which is invading our depravity. This is his
divinity being exchanged for our humanity. From God‘s point of view he sees Jesus both as the executioner
and the executed. He did it all for us so that Paul could wish that all of his ethnic brothers and sisters could
receive the grace of Christ and so we could pray for our neighbors that they too can receive the same life
giving gospel hope that we have been given.



CHURCH COUNCIL

Grace Lutheran Church Council Minutes, February 10, 2026

Council Members present: DeAnn Melkert (Vice President), Jeff Carlson, Rick Dreviow
(President), and Duane Haiby.

New Council Members present (welcomed by DeAnn): Jim Klitze, Phyllis Rossow, and Brady
Stadum.

Also in attendance: Pastor Steve Walswick and Hans Ronnevik.
Absent members: Shelly Fresonke and Karen Rossum.
The meeting was called to meeting and the mission statement was read in unison:

Grace Lutheran Church strives to be a welcoming church family,
committed to the Bible as God'’s truth, worshiping together and reaching
out to love, pray for, and serve others in Christ’'s name.

Pastor Steve led devotions and prayer.
The agenda was approved following Haiby’s motion and Carlson’s second.

Hans Ronnevik made a presentation promoting Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
(LCMC) and its Augustana District, of which Grace Lutheran Church is a member. He also
introduced Momentum Network, which is a project of the Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT)
seminary at Brookings, South Dakota. Momentum Network’s purpose is to address the pastor
shortage. Our church has been accepted into a cohort of 12 LCMC churches formed to address
this problem. Members of Grace soon will find a survey in a Sunday bulletin as part of this
project.

Pastor Steve’s report included two funerals, several personal contacts and visits including one
regarding membership, and conducting services at Pelican Rapids nursing homes. He
recommended that the council approved sprucing up the youth room in the church basement
with some paint, artwork, and perhaps other items that The Foundry might suggest under the
guidance of youth group leader Becky Hoeper.

Klitzke moved to allocate $500 to The Foundry for updating the youth meeting room. Haiby
seconded this motion, which passed on vote.

The treasurer’s reports were reviewed and filed for audit following Haiby’s motion and Stadum’s
second. As of January 21, 2026, cash and various bank accounts totaled $389,078.04. January
income was $12,021.55; expenses totaled $11,986.68. Mason and Cassie Bakken and their
premature twin sons received $969.50 as January’s Misson of the Month.

The secretary’s reports of the January 13 council meeting and the January 24 annual meeting
were reviewed and approved on vote following Haiby’s motion and Carlson’s second.



OLD BUSINESS:

*  Our commitment to evangelism and outreach continues.

» The Vacation Bible School Committee, consisting of Pastor Steve, Tiffany Nelson, and
Curt Cardwell, had no report.

» The Cold weather Committee had no updates.

» The audit was discussed. Drevlow will secure a date and time for the audit.

» Security cameras are being investigated. Smoke/carbon monoxide detectors have been
purchased, and Phil Johnson will install them.

NEW BUSINESS:

Council Officers who will serve until February 2027 meeting are President Rick Drevlow, Vice
President DeAnn Melkert, and Secretary Karen Rossum.

Council liaisons:

* Audit Committee — Phyllis Rossow

» Education Committee — Shelly Fresonke
» Nominating Committee — Duane Haiby

* Property Committee — Jim Klitzke

*  Youth Committee — Brady Stadum

* Fundraising Committee — Rick Dreviow

» Grace Lutheran Women — Karen Rossum

Council members selected their months for ushering. Usher for March is Jeff Carlson.

Misson of the Month for February is the Pelican Rapids Food Shelf. Misson of the Month for
March will be Cari Jo Ripley, and April’'s Misson of the Month will be Yancy Wifall, both of whom
have experienced serious health issues.

It was noted that the church’s outdoor electronic sign is operational again.

Next council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 6 P.M. in the chapel.

Rossow moved to adjourn, Haiby seconded the motion, and the meeting closed with the Lord’s
Prayers at 7 P.M.

Phyllis Rossow, Acting Secretary



Treasurer’s Report

1/1/2026 through 1/31/2026

Category 1/1/2026-1/31/2026
INCOME

Interest Inc 108.92
Offering 12,633.15
Special Donation -720.52
TOTAL INCOME 12,021.55
EXPENSES

Church Maintenance 440.00
Electricity 755.82
Heart To Heart Mission 600.00
Insurance -534.00
LCMC Retirement Plan 0.00
Minister of Music 1,080.00
Minister of Youth 280.00
Office & Worship Supplies 493.36
Organist Service 120.00
Pastoral Ministry 7,568.69
Payroll Withholding 186.08
Prepay of Salary 0.00
Secretary Salary 790.00
Telephone Internet Service 126.73
Treasure Salary 80.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 11,986.68
OVERALL TOTAL 34.87

Submitted by Mary Ferguson

GLW Minutes
The Grace Lutheran Women met Thursday, February 19, 2026 with President Karen
Rossum presiding.
Welcome and Table Grace with brunch.
Pastor Steve gave a Bible Study on John 20:10-18.
We opened our meeting by reading Hebrews 13:16 together.
Secretary’s Report-no meeting in January. Thank you from Eugene & Jancie Harthun,
and Bev Ouren for Christmas baskets. Janice gave a $35.00 donation to GLW.
Treasurer’'s Report was read and placed on file.

OLD BUSINESS:

~Sign up for Lenten Suppers.

~Basement needs cleaning again.

~Karen will check on price of 2 new tables at Victor Lundeen’s.

~Men’s Ham Dinner is March 28, 2026.

~Jeanette gave update on replacing carpet in all areas except the sanctuary. Fergus
Hardware came to measure areas and gave an estimate of $40,000 for carpet
removal and installation. Karen will bring information to Church Council.

NEW BUSINESS:

~Our Sympathy goes out to Lyle Barringer’s family.

~Reviewed new GLW booklets.

~Reviewed fees for weddings.

~Discussed Spring Fling-may not have this year.

~Sunshine report given.

~Will give a thank you gift to Tiffany for her work on our booklets.

~Cheryl and Jaden have been doing some deep cleaning; ceiling vents in kitchen and
fellowship hall, above the cupboards in kitchen. Let them know they are appreciated.

Thank You to Karen and Diane for the delicious brunch.
Jeanette and Debbie will serve in March.

No birthdays

Offering and Offering Song.

Next meeting is March 19, 2026 at 9:00am

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Sandy Brummer for Sheila Ouren, Secretary

sanctuary.

rather read a book!)

March Library Corner by Paulette Haddock

This month we added nine donated books: one children’s biography, two adult non-fiction books, and six
adult fiction novels. We thank those who made these donations! Most of our books are in the newly remodeled
library/nursery, but the newest books and other chosen books will still be displayed on our shelves opposite the

Outlaw: The Real Story of William Tyndale and the English Bible from Voice of the Martyrs was written
for children, but adults will also find his story interesting. Most people know that Martin Luther translated the Bible
into German, against the laws of the Catholic Church, but few know that William Tyndale did the same for English
speaking people. Both men suffered for their choice to give the people God’s Word in the language they grew up
speaking. This biography of Tyndale is inspiring! Many today still give their lives to translate the Bible into the
languages spoken by people in countries where the Bible is forbidden. Will one of our Grace Lutheran children
become a Bible translator?

Having a Bible in a language you can read is wonderful, but do you read it? If you do, do you understand it?
Does it change your life? How to Study Your Bible by Kay Arthur shows you how to discover what a passage says,
what it means, and how to put into practice the truths revealed to you in the passage. The book jacket declares,
“This unique Scripture study is an excellent guide for young and mature Christians alike.

Perhaps you read your Bible, and you attend church, but you still have a lot of questions you’d like to ask
God. Here’s a book that might help you. God, What is the Answer? Answers to Life’s Tough Questions, by
Marie D. Jones and Randy Peterson. Here are a few sample questions from the book. “If God is all-powerful and
unquestionably compassionate, why doesn’t He stop the world’s suffering or evil?” “Jesus said that | have to love my
enemy, but how can | love someone | hate?” “Will | recognize people in heaven?”

Karen Kingsbury is a favorite author of Christian fiction set in modern times,
dealing with the trials, temptations, and blessings of daily life. We have two new books from the Lost Love Series:
Ever After and Even Now. Another novel is very timely since Amiee’s nephew is currently on American Idol. Fifteen
Minutes is about an American Idol-style show and the risks it holds for contestants. We also added A Time
to Embrace from Kingsbury’s Women of Faith Series. Second copies of Leaving and Summer were also added.

Please visit our new library and answer the questions on the winter bulletin board. We’d love to know your
favorite winter sport, where you would like to vacation, and what you’d rather do than chop wood. (We hope you'd
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Grace 2026 High School Graduates

Hannah Nelson

Easton Thorson

Jackson Peasley April Gazette
Mason Olson Deadline...c.
Kendra Ross March 244%!

If a graduate was missed please let
the office know!

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, March 28, 2026
4:30 pm to 7:00 pm

*Menu and Proceeds will be updated soon*

Everyone Welcome ~ Free Will Offering
A Thrivent Action Team Event




~ Grace Lutheran Church
Misson of the Month
Cari Ripley L&
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Carl Jo Rlpley is the daughter-in-law of John & Carol Ripley. Cari & Chr|s Ripley I|ve in
_Ashby, they have 2 grown daughters Raelynn and Madalyn along with 2 grandsons, Spencer
" and Sinan.

Cari was born with an iliness that has affected her respiratory system that doctors have yet
. to name. her first lung surgery was when she was in high school to remove the middle lobe W
ﬁof her right lung that had become dead tissue from many years of infections. Her second

lung surgery was a few years later when they went in to repair/remove a portion of her left
i lung after a spontaneous pneumothorax (collapsed lung) that wouldn't heal on its own. She
~ has needed supplemental oxygen for much of her life. Overall the years of stress on her body
k} has caused her heart to become enlarged with pulmonary hypertension. After many years of
doctors, appointments, procedures, tests and hospital stays, Cari was finally approved for a
double lung transplant and put on the UNOS list on 11/14/2025. Cari was called by the Mayo
Clinic on 11/30/2025 with the amazing news that lungs were available for transplant and
she underwent her double lung transplant on 12/1/2025. Donations will go towards medical
bills. Anything is appreciated even if it’s just your prayers for a successful recovery!

Lo ¥ & S LSV WP -~ N S



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH COMMITTEE'S

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

2026

ALTAR COMMITTEE

WEATHER COMMITTEE

Pat Cardwell

Pastor Steve Walswick

Karen Nelson

Carol Ripley

Jeanette Ripley

Tiffany Nelson

AUDIT COMMITTEE (1yr)(1Member)

Linda Wright

2026 Council Liaison Phyllis Rossum

John Ripley

Aimee Nordlund

Phil Johnson

GLW

Circle 1 Co-Chairs  Circle 2 Co-Chairs
Debbie Bergren Teresa Johnson
Cindy Dreviow Jeanette Ripley
DeAnn Melkert Renee Stadum

BAGSTEVOLD CEMETERY (3yr)(3Members)

Curt Cardwell 2027

Men's Group-Duane Haiby

Ole Nelson 2028

Weed-N-Feed Group-Kim Pederson

Cheryl Rotz 2028

Holly Bilden 2027

American Red Cross Blood Drive

DeAnn Melkert-Co-ordinator

CHURCH COUNCIL (3yr)(9Members)

Sandy Brummer

Jim Klitzke 2028

Diane Klitzke

Rick Drevlow 2026

Carol Haiby

Jeff Carlson 2027

Pat Cardwell

Duane Haiby 2027

Karen Nelson

Shelly Fresonke 2026

DeAnn Melkert 2027

Trunk or Treat- Deb Bergren

Karen Rossum 2026

Brady Stadum 2028

VBS COMMITTEE

Phyllis Rossow 2028

Pastor Steve Walswick

Tiffany Nelson

EDUCATION COMMITTEE (3yr)(4Members)

Curt Cardwell

Michelle Teberg 2028

Tonya Honrud 2026

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Tiffany Nelson 2028

Hannah Nelson-Kendra Ross

Brenda Wasvick 2026

Annette Struck-Mattea Pevestorf

2026 Council Liaison Shelly Fresonke

Brenda Wasvick-Jared Dewey

Janice Aaberg

LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Pastor Steve Walswick

Paulette Haddock

Cheryl Rotz

Dinners/Potlucks

Karen Nelson

Annual Meeting

Rally Sunday

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (2yr)(2Members)

Biannual Father/Son, Mother/Daughter Banquet

Cheryl Rotz 2026

Men's Ham Dinner

Faye Thompson 2027

Chicken Dinner

2026 Council Liaison Duane Haiby

Sunday School Christmas Program

Christmas Dinner

PROPERTY COMMITTEE (2yr)(4Members)

Dean Nelson 2027

Bazaar

Phil Johnson 2027

Greg Melkert 2026

GLW Quilters-Sandy Brummer

Dennis Haiby 2026

2026 Council Liaison Jim Klitzke

Adult Bible Study- Sunday's

YOUTH COMMITTEE (2yr)(4Members)

Morning Bible Study- Wednesday's

Kelly Peasley 2027

Shelly Grunewald 2027

Women's Bible Study-Rachel Ronnevik

Jared Dewey 2027

Jessica Metzger 2027

Prayer Team-Wednesday's

Nehemiah Jensen 2026

2026 Council Liaison Brady Stadum

Foundry Youth Group-Becky Hoeper

2026 Council Liaison Fundraising Rick Drevliow

Choir-Aimee Nordlund

2026 Council Liaison GLW Karen Rossum




GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH EMERGENCY TOOLS AND SUPPLIES--LOCATION AND PURPOSE

EQUIPMENT LOCATION PURPOSE
5 ENTRANCE/EXIT DOORS MAIN Safe Evacuation of Occupants
CHAPAL Prevent Overcrowding and Panic
SANCUARY/SOUND ROOM Quick Access for Emergency Responders
FELLOWSHIP HALL Ventilation of Smoke or Hazardous Gases
KITCHEN
5 CORDLESS PHONES SECRETARY OFFICE Location Accuracy for 911
PASTOR OFFICE Reliable call quality
USHER STATION IN SANCUARY Prevent overload of cell 911 calls
SOUND ROOM
BASEMENT CONFIRMATION ROOM
1 LANDLINE KITCHEN Reliability in power outage
SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS SANCUARY Crime Prevention
FELLOWSHIP HALL Evidence Collection
KITCHEN Monitoring and Safety

OUTSIDE EAST CANOPY

Incident Verification

OUTSIDE-COMING

Traffic and Public Area Monitoring

OUTSIDE-COMING

6 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

BASEMENT ENTRY AREA

Put out or control small fires

FURNACE ROOM BY WORK BENCH

Protect lives

KITCHEN BY PHONE

Prevent Property Damage

KITCHEN IN STORAGE ROOM

Comply with Safety regulation

KITCHEN BY WASH AREA

Provide Immediate Response

SHELF IN FOYER

FIRE BLANKETS

KITCHEN BY LANDLINE

Extinguish small fires

LIFEVAC

KITCHEN BY FIRST AID BOX

Help remove airway obstructions

FIRST AID KIT

KITCHEN BY OUTSIDE DOOR

Handle minor injuries

AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR (AED)

BOX ACROSS FROM FAMILY BATHROOM

Electric shock to the heart

inthe case of a cardiac arrest

SMOKE-CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS KITCHEN Senses smoke and gases
BY MAILBOXES Alerts occupants
BASEMENT

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

911

FIRE

PELICAN 218-863-6571

ELIZABETH 218-736-5535

SHERIFF

PELICAN 218-863-1351

ELIZABETH 218-998-8555

AMBULANCE

RINGDAHL 218-736-2819




Sunday
01

9:00 AM: Sunday School,
Confirmation & Adult Bible
Study

10:00 AM: Worship with Holy
Communion followed by
Fellowship

08

9:00 AM: Sunday School,

Confirmation & Adult Bible

Study

10:00 AM: Worship followed

by Fellowship & Fog,
Teore

? Savied
15

9:00 AM: Sunday School,
Confirmation & Adult Bible
Study

10:00 AM: Worship followed
by Fellowship

22

9:00 AM: Sunday School,
Confirmation & Adult Bible
Study

10:00 AM: Worship followed
by Fellowship

29

9:00 AM: Sunday School,
Confirmation & Adult Bible
Study

10:00 AM: Worship followed
by Fellowship, Sunda;

kids during Worship P

Monday Tuesday
02 03
9:30 AM: Women's Home
Bible Study at Rachel
Ronnevik's
09 10

9:00 AM: Quilters will meet Monday
and Tuesday with Potluck

6:00 PM: Council meets
16 17

9:30 AM: Women's Home
Bible Study at Rachel
Ronnevik's

23 24

Gazette Deadline
30 31

Wednesday
04

5:30 PM: Soup, Supper and the
Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM
5:30-8:30 PM: Youth Group meets
7:00 PM: Choir Practice

11

5:30 PM: Soup, Supper and the
Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM
5:30-8:30 PM: Youth Group meets
7:00 PM: Choir Practice

18

5:30 PM: Soup, Supper and the
Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM
5:30-8:30 PM: Youth Group meets
7:00 PM: Choir Practice

25

5:30 PM: Soup, Supper and the
Word with Devotional at 6:30 PM
5:30-8:30 PM: Youth Group meets
7:00 PM: Choir Practice

Thursday
05

12

19

9:00 AM: GLW meets

26

Friday

9:30 AM: Women's Home

Bible Study at Rachel
Ronnevik's

<l
HOLY\WEEK

06

13

20

27

Saturday
07

14

11:00am-5:00pm: Fellowship
Hall reserved for Haibys-Baby
Shower

Congratulations Ashley &
Andrew Christopher on your
upcoming arrival of your
bundle of joy!

21

28

4:30-7:00 PM:
Men's Ham Dinner




